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Expository Prompt 

An old saying advises, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.”  Think of when you had to keep working at something 
to complete the task.  Explain.   
 

 

Persuasive Prompt 

Should people be allowed to sue restaurants or corporations for providing unhealthy food options?  Defend your 
position. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expository Anchor 1  Notes 

• The writer chooses to present 
multiple ideas; however, none of 
them are developed throughout 
the paper with the exception of 
him teaching the dog to leave 
things alone.  The paper reads as 
a list of idea starters with little to 
no development.   

• Although this paper has some 
sense of structure, what is 
present is extremely weak.  The 
reader must make the 
connections between a 
beginning, middle, and end of the 
paper.  

• In this paper, the writer neglects 
his audience.  The writer’s voice 
is stifled by extremely weak word 
choice and, therefore, does not 
engage the reader.   

• The writing displays immature 
sentence structure.  The writer 
begins five sentences in a row 
with the same structure.   

• The writing displays serious 
violations in standard English, 
grammar and mechanics.  
Although the writing can be read, 
decoding is necessary in order to 
make sense of the writing.  In 
addition, the writer’s basic 
sentence structure in the 
beginning is offset by a run-on 
sentence containing five separate 
ideas.   
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Expository Anchor 2  Notes 

• This paper’s development is very 
weak.  Although it is clear that 
the writer deems school to be 
“hard,” the writer misses every 
opportunity in her writing to 
show readers what that means.   

• Visually, this paper looks as 
though it has a clear beginning, 
middle and end.  The writing, 
however, exemplifies serious 
problems in organization.  Each 
paragraph has the same idea and 
has no logical order.   

• The writer attempts to involve 
the audience, but fails to do so.  
The sincerity of the topic turns 
into a monotonous list of similar 
sentences with little that engages 
the reader.  

• One of the writer’s most 
challenging areas is the use of 
limited and simplistic word 
choice.  The word “hard” is 
repeated eight times; in addition, 
the writer uses the personal 
pronoun “I” 23 times.  This 
creates a sense of monotony 
throughout the paper.   

• Although the writer does have an 
understanding of basic sentence 
structure, the misspellings and 
internal punctuation errors 
impede the readability of the 
paper.   
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Expository Anchor 3  Notes 

• This paper is focused but does not 
display mature or well-developed 
content.  The writer attempts to convey 
two ideas to her readers: making up 
credits and passing proficiency exams.  
Unfortunately, the writer does not spend 
the necessary time on either idea to 
develop them fully.  In fact, the writer re-
uses the same support in each 
paragraph: not being able to graduate 
on time.   In order for the writer to 
achieve a score of four, he or she would 
need to develop each topic with greater 
detail than what is present in her paper. 

• Organization is this writer’s redeeming 
writing trait.  Although the writer 
chooses to create two separate thesis 
statements in her introduction, they do 
give structure to the paper.  The two 
bodies, although inadequately 
developed, do separate the writer’s 
ideas adequately.   

• The writer does attempt, but still falls 
short of involving the audience 
appropriately.  There are two brief 
moments of reflection that are a 
refreshing break from the monotony of 
the writer’s tone, but, overall, the writer 
falls short in engaging the audience 
appropriately.  In order for this paper to 
score a four, the writer would need to go 
beyond the predictable and superficial in 
conveying her ideas to the reader.  
There are opportunities for delving 
deeper, but the writer chooses not to 
take these risks.   

• Both the writer’s sentence structure and 
word choice are inadequate.  For 
example, sentences such as, “These 
exams are really importan if I don’t pass 
these I will not graduate” and “Now this 
time I tried my hardest and I hope I pass 
them this time” are both simplistic and 
predictable.   

• The writer’s main deficiency in conventions is her lack of internal 
punctuation and, in some cases, run-on sentences.  Although 
these errors do not impede the paper’s readability, they are 
numerous enough to distract the reader.   
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Expository Anchor 4 Notes 

• The writer adequately focuses 
and develops the topic with 
enough details to support the 
central idea. 

• This paper is organized 
satisfactorily and has a logical 
progression of details to engage 
the reader from beginning to 
end. 

• The writer draws upon personal 
experience to give examples 
which clarifies for the audience 
how they tried to meet the goal 
of passing math proficiency. 

• A variety of sentence patterns 
gives the paper a sense of 
maturity. A more sophisticated 
word choice would raise the level 
of this paper. An example of 
immature language is “I was 
really disappointed.” This simple 
word choice is found throughout 
the paper. The few areas of 
repetition and wordiness did not 
distract the reader. 

• The writer has a basic 
understanding of conventions. 
There are a few errors which do 
not impede the flow or 
understanding of the paper.  
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Expository Anchor 5 

  

Notes 

• The writer effectively details his 
journey to make the varsity 
soccer team.  

• The paper has an inviting 
introduction and the conclusion 
draws the paper to a satisfying 
end even using another 
expression – “there’s always a 
light at the end of the tunnel.” 

• The writer is committed to the 
topic and keeps the audience 
involved through his expressive 
vocabulary. 

• The writer shows a strong 
understanding of grammar/usage 
and mechanics. 
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Expository Anchor 6  Notes 

• The development of ideas is 
arranged in a compelling manner. 
Creativity and insight are 
maintained consistently 
throughout the paper. 

• The introduction creatively draws 
in the audience and sets the tone 
for the entire piece. The paper is 
effectively organizes details to 
enhance the theme of 
overcoming a language disability.  

• The use of figurative language 
purposefully engages the 
audience in the writer’s struggles. 

• Sophisticated vocabulary raises 
this paper to a level 6. The writer 
uses a variety of sentence 
structures for stylistic effect.  

• The writer has a strong sense of 
Standard English Language 
grammar and mechanics. The few 
errors do not detract from the 
paper. 
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Persuasive Anchor 1 

  

Notes 

• The writer fails to provide 
focused development of the two 
points presented in the paper.   

• Although the writer does clearly 
establish a position, it is not 
supported by convincing 
evidence.   

• The writer does follow a logical 
order in this paper; however, the 
opening and closing are brief and 
the second body paragraph does 
ramble.   

• There is voice present, but it is 
brief and lacks consistency. 

• This writer’s understanding of 
conventions is extremely weak.  
Even basic sight words are 
misspelled.   
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Persuasive Anchor 2 

  

Notes 

• The writer attempts to focus on 
the topic, however, the paper 
lacks development of a central 
idea.  This may possibly be 
caused by the writer’s lack of 
understanding of the prompt: 
“healthy food options.” 

• Although the writer begins with a 
stance, it becomes unclear as the 
paper progresses. The evidence is 
insufficient and does not support 
the initial stance. 

• The writer attempts to develop 
an introduction and conclusion, 
however, both leave the 
audience confused. This paper is 
seriously flawed in structure and 
lacks coherence. 

• There is a weak attempt to 
involve the audience when the 
writer describes his involvement 
with the food industry. 

• Sentence structures are 
extremely immature or incorrect.  
There is a sporadic use of less 
simplistic word choice (i.e., 
“probable cause” and “USDA 
Health Violations”).  

• There are obvious displays of a 
lack of understanding of Standard 
English Rules of grammar/usage 
and mechanics. These often 
impede the comprehension of 
this piece. 
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Persuasive Anchor 3 Notes 

• Focus becomes unclear 
throughout the piece. At first the 
writer states that “people have 
the rights to sue…,” but then the 
writer declares “…they should 
keep it to themselves.” The 
content is not developed. 

• The writer’s stance is not clear 
until the end.  Support is based 
solely on personal opinion.  The 
evidence becomes a rant instead 
of defense. 

• The paper is not well organized 
due the flip-flopping of the 
writer’s stance.  It contains 
irrelevancies and poor logic 
which hinders the development 
of the topic. 

• The writer attempts to be 
sincere, however, they address 
the audience in an inappropriate 
manner. (i.e., “Make your own 
food you lazy people” and “…or 
keep your mouth shut.”). 

• There is an attempt to use varied 
sentence structures. This alone 
does not raise the level of this 
paper. Word choice is limited and 
at times inappropriate for 
audience and purpose. 

• Consistent misunderstanding of 
the conventions does not impede 
meaning. 
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Persuasive Anchor 4 

 

  

Notes 

• The writer adequately focuses 
and maintains the central idea. 
The paper provides a sufficient 
amount of details.  Further 
elaboration of details would 
enhance this paper. 

• There is an adequate amount of 
support for the stance. Some of 
the evidence is re-stated (i.e., 
“There is no law against them, 
they are legal.”). 

• The introduction clearly states 
the claim and the claim is boldly 
re-stated in the conclusion. This 
paper is organized in coherent, 
logical manner. 

• The voice is adequately 
appropriate to audience and 
purpose.   

• The writer uses a variety of 
sentence structures effectively. A 
more sophisticated word choice, 
one that is less repetitious, would 
strengthen the paper. 

• Errors in conventions are easily 
overlooked. 
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Persuasive Anchor 5 

  

Notes 

• The writer effectively develops 
and focuses the central idea. It is 
clearly maintained throughout 
the paper. 

• The writer defends the stance 
successfully with evidence that 
clearly defines the position. 

• The organization complements 
the development of the paper 
and adds to coherence.  

• The writer’s use of examples and 
elaboration keeps the audience 
involved throughout the piece. 

• The writer successfully uses a 
variety of sentence structures. 
The overall word choice is 
effective and appropriate. 
However, this paper is kept at the 
5 level because the writer 
occasionally slips into informal 
language (i.e., “Well, in my 
opinion, …”). 

• The writer shows a strong 
understanding of Standard 
English Language grammar/usage 
and mechanics. 
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Persuasive Anchor 6 

 

Notes 

• This paper displays an insightful, 
compelling, and mature 
development of the central idea. 

• The stance is clearly defined and 
supported with precisely 
elaborated evidence. In the 
attempt to persuade the 
audience, the writer effectively 
framed the issues.  

• The organization of the paper 
leads the audience to a logical 
conclusion. 

• The writer’s individualistic and 
engaging manner, demonstrates 
a strong commitment to involve 
the audience. 

• The strength of this paper is the 
effective use of vocabulary. A 
sense of control is seen in the use 
of multiple sentence structures 
for stylistic effect. 

• There is an exemplary use of 
Standard English Language 
grammar/usage and mechanics. 
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