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On Friday, September 17, and Saturday, September 18, 2004, the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Occupational Education held a Regular Board Meeting at the Department of Education, Second Floor Conference Room, 1820 East Sahara, Las Vegas, Nevada.

The Board heard a presentation by the Nevada Parent/Teachers Association. Presenters for the Nevada PTA were D.J. Stutz, President, Kimberly Tate, Vice President, Administration; Barbara Seale, Vice President, Leadership; and Barbara Clark, Immediate Past President. Emphasis from the presenters was placed on the need for more parental involvement.

The following Committee meetings were held: Committee on Diversity and Student Achievement; Committee for Appointments and Recognitions; and, Committee on Board Operations.

The Superintendent’s Report consisted of recognition of the Career and Technical Education Award Recipients; Denise Mendoza, DECA State President 2003/04; Charlotte Conger, DECA Advisor; Carol Lee Mathews, Outstanding Vocational Teacher of the Year; and, Stan Popeck, recipient of the Bill Trabert Award (received posthumously by his widow, Roberta Popeck, son, Mark Popeck, and daughter, Ann Popeck). State Superintendent of Public Instruction Dr. Keith Rheault reported on the Interim Finance Committee meeting. He advised that "iNVest 05" initiative from the Nevada Association of School Superintendents (NASS) should be ready for presentation to the State Board at the October Board meeting.

The Board moved to approve the consent agenda which consisted of the following: A. Approval of minutes of March 19 & 20, 2004 (as amended), May 7 & 8, 2004, June 18 & 19, 2004, and July 28, 2004 (deferred from the August 13 & 14, 2004), and, minutes of July 9, 2004; B. Approval of new private school license for Kids R Kids, Reno, La Petite Academy in Reno, Sunset Montessori Children's World, and La Petite Academy at Pecos and La Petite Academy at Boseck in Las Vegas; and approval of private school re-license of Alexander Dawson School at Rainbow Mountain; four La Petite schools in Las Vegas at the locations of Harbor Drive, Robindale, Simmons, and Warm Springs; one La Petite school in Sparks; three Lit'l Scholar schools in Las Vegas at Desert Inn, Hillpointe, and Warm Springs; Montessori Children's World in Las Vegas; Mt. View Montessori in Reno; Rite of Passage School in Minden, and Truckee Meadows School in; C. Approval of Teacher Education Programs Review and Recommendations submitted by the State Review Team Re: Sierra Nevada College; and, D. Approval of State Board Member travel - Member Patrick Boylan to attend the Healthy Schools Project Symposium/NASBE Annual Conference in Orlando, Florida, October 19 - 24, 2004. The motion passed 8 to 0. On future agendas, requests for Board approval of teacher education program reviews will not be placed on the consent agenda.

Related to the Nevada criterion-referenced tests (CRT) and the Nevada High School Proficiency Examination (HSPE) testing program contracts, the Board moved to approve the Department's recommendation to enter into a contractual agreement with Measured Progress, including the administrative steps necessary for the transition between contractors.

The Board held a public hearing and moved to adopt the revisions to NAC 387, Submission of school calendar and short school day in session.

The Board moved to defer the Nevada Public Education Foundation By-Laws until a future meeting.

The Board moved to approve the dual credit request submitted by the Douglas County School District for courses provided by Western Nevada Community College.

The Board moved to approve the dual credit request submitted by the Clark County School District for courses provided by the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Community College of Southern Nevada and Nevada State College.

The Board moved to approve the report of the Committee on Diversity and Student Achievement. This committee would like to meet at the January 2005, Board meeting.

The Board moved to approve the Committee on Appointments and Recognitions recommendations for the following appointments:

Northern Nevada Home School Advisory Council: Lynn Chapman, representing Consultant, for four years, December 13, 2004, to December 13, 2008; Carl Lucas, representing Parents, for four years, October 1, 2004, to October 1, 2008; Irene Rushing, representing a Homeschooling Organization, Home Educators of Faith, for four years, October 1, 2004, to October 1, 2008; and, Randy Tobey, representing a Homeschooling Organization, Nevada Christian Home School, for four years, December 13, 2004, to December 13, 2008; and, Southern Nevada Home School Advisory Council: Mary Schiermeyer, representing a Homeschooling Organization, Home Schools United, Nevada Home Schools, Inc., for one year, October 1, 2004, to October 1, 2005.

State Review Team for the Teacher of Education Programs of the University of Nevada, Reno, to be held October 23 through 27, 2004: Gary Waters, President and Member of State Board (Board); Dr. Michael Robison, Teacher Education, University of Phoenix, Nevada Campus (Public Educational Institution); Dr. Francine Mayfield, Nevada State College, Reno (UNR) (Public Education Institution); Catherine Jackson, Human Resources Administrator - Washoe County School District (Local School District Administrator); Dr. Hardy McNew, Member - Commission on Professional Standards in Education (Public and Retired Licensed Teacher); Mr. Chopin S. Kiang, Administrator - Officer of Teacher Education and Licensure, NDE (Educator). Mr. Kiang is to serve as Chair of the State Review Team and Dr. Michael Robison to serve as the Senior Advisor. The motion included flexibility to replace a member of the review team in case of unforeseen circumstance, or to amend the date(s) of review.

The Committee on Board Operations reported on proposed amendments to the Board's Standing Rules and Procedures, to be continued at the next meeting. The Board moved to approve the Committee's recommendations as follows: 1) to limit public testimony to three minutes - to be reflected on the Board's agenda; and, 2) for the Board to hold a work session during the Board's Annual Retreat, on ethics, the Nevada Open Meeting Law, and parliamentary procedures.

The Board moved to approve the Board Vision, Mission and Philosophy statements as follows: VISION - Quality Education For All; MISSION - The Nevada State Board Of Education/Nevada State Board for Occupational Education is dedicated to fostering excellent educational opportunities provided to all learners by sustaining a coherent, aligned system of instruction and support in partnership with all educational communities; PHILOSOPHY/VALUES - The State Board serves as an advocate for all learners, sets the policy that allows equal access to educational services, and provides a vision for a premiere educational system in collaboration with all communities to foster high levels of success.

The Board moved to approve the following revised State Board Goals 1 through 6 (as amended): GOAL 1: All learners will have the opportunity to achieve high levels of academic proficiency and career preparedness; achievement gaps between population groups will be closed. GOAL 2: Every learner will receive quality instruction and learning experiences. GOAL 3: Educational programs, services and activities will continually evolve and improve, measured by reliable and valid criteria. GOAL 4: Educational communities will be supported and developed. GOAL 5: All learning environments will be healthy, safe and secure. GOAL 6: Funding will be sought to adequately support educational achievement for all learners.

The Board moved to direct the Superintendent to survey members regarding priorities of the Board and to bring a recommendation back to the State Board.

The next scheduled meeting of the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Occupational Education will be held Friday, October 22, and Saturday, October 23, 2004 at the Department of Education, Board Room 101, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City, Nevada.
