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Special Meeting of January 10, 2004

On January 10, 2004, the Nevada State Board held a Special Meeting by video conference between the Department of Education, Board Room 101, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City, and the Department of Education, Second Floor Conference Room, 1820 East Sahara, Suite 208, Las Vegas.

Regarding the search for the State Superintendent of Public Instruction position being vacated by Dr. Jack McLaughlin, the Board moved for the following: 1) that funds are not to be expended for news releases or advertisements outside of the State of Nevada and that the scope of search for the State Superintendent's position will be limited; 2) that an employee or outside contractor will not be hired to conduct the search; 3) that the Board President be given the authority to expend funds, in the amount not to exceed $10,000.00, for use in advertising and other expenses related to the search; 4) that interested persons will be provided with a 30 day notice; 5) that applicants will submit up to a two page letter of interest and not more than a 5 page Vitae or resume; 6) that a follow-up process will be used to ask for more detailed information on the letter of interest and resume; 7) that a separate volunteer Board committee will not be established, and that the review of all applications and selection will occur at a regular meeting of the State Board; 8) that a special meeting will be scheduled on Saturday, February 21, 2004, in Las Vegas, starting at 8:00 a.m., for the purpose of the review of applications; and 9) to establish a special committee that will assist in developing the rubric and criteria for the evaluation of the application materials.

The Press Release and newspaper advertisements, as well as contacting other sources, such as National Association of State Boards of Education, the Council of Chief State School Officers, etc., will be handled by President Waters, with assistance, as needed, from Department staff. Notice will be provided on the Department of Education Website.

Deputy Attorney General Ed Irvin was asked to review the press release and announcement prior to release. The appointment of the State Superintendent will be placed on all subsequent agendas for possible Board action.

The Board moved to appoint Dr. Keith Rheault as Interim Superintendent, with commensurate compensation to be included, with a beginning date of February 1, 2004.

Meeting of January 30 & 31, 2004

On January 30, and January 31, 2004, the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Occupational Education held a regular meeting at the Nevada Department of Education, Second Floor Conference Room, 1820 East Sahara, Suite 208, Las Vegas, Nevada (and by video conference with the Nevada Department of Education, Board Room 101, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City, Nevada).

The Board moved to approve the consent agenda which consisted of the following: A. Approval of the Minutes of the October 24 & 25, 2003, Regular Meeting; B. Approval of Special Education Discretionary Units for the 2003-2004 School Year: 1) one Gifted and Talented Discretionary Unit to the Pershing County School District; C. approval of Career and Technical Education's State Plan, Career and Technical Education: Skills for Employment and Lifelong Learning Initiative; and, D. approval of Review Team to Conduct Review of the Teacher Education Program to be Offered by the Nova Southeastern University, as amended.

The Board moved that the Board Officers remain the same for 2004 as follows: Gary Waters, President, Dr. John Gwaltney, Vice President, and Barbara Myers, Board Clerk.

The Board received an update on the Superintendent's search from President Waters. Board members were asked to provide feedback on a preliminary rubric instrument.

President Waters advised that a Proclamation has been signed by Governor Guinn which will be presented to outgoing State Superintendent Jack McLaughlin regarding his service to Nevada, the State Board of Education, and the Department of Education. He thanked Charlotte Curtis, Consultant, Office of Technology and Innovative Programs, and the Nevada Public Education Foundation for initiating the proclamation.

The Superintendent’s Report included a review of the vacant and filled positions in the Nevada Department of Education as well as an update on the critical labor position, by Deputy Superintendent Keith Rheault.

The Board recognized the 2003 Career and Technical Education Award Recipients: Career and Technical Education Organizations' Outstanding Student Recognition awarded to Mark Pia, DECA: State Parliamentarian/Reporter, Angela Sturm, FBLA 2002/3 State President, Ella Trujillo, FCCLA District II Vice President, Shay Wells, FFA 2002-03 State President, and Derek Boge, Skills USA/VICA 2002-03 State President; Career and Technical Education Student Organizations' Outstanding Advisor awarded to Brock Taylor, DECA Advisor, Maraea Yates, FBLA Advisor, Ann Lampshire, FCCLA Advisor, Curtis Jordan, FFA Advisor, and Ed Horan, Skills USA/VICA Advisory; Bill Trabert Award winner Roger Routsong, Twenty Years Service awardees, Michael Harrison, Bonanza High School, Las Vegas, Roger Routsong, Las Vegas, Stephen Davis, Durango High School, Las Vegas, and Robert Dennis, Hug High School; Outstanding Vocational Educator awardee, Forrest Gordon, Ace Charter School, Sparks, and, Outstanding Vocational Teacher of the Year, Randi Huniwell, Smith Valley High School, Wellington. Present at the meeting were Roger Routsong, Robert Dennis, and Forrest Gordon.

The Board moved to approve the School Districts' Requests for Variance From Class Size Reduction Requirements for the 2003-2004 School Year, Pursuant to NRS 388.700.

The Board held a Workshop to Solicit Comments and a one-time only public hearing and moved to adopt the proposed regulation language, LCB File R236-03, NAC 389, Occupational Skills Standards for Residential Building Construction

The Board held a one-time only public hearing and moved to adopt LCB File R199-03, amendment to NAC 388.150, Maximum Number of Cases Per Teacher in Unit; Maximum Size of Class; Exceptions.

The Board held the second of two public hearings and moved to adopt LCB File R2020-03, NAC 386, Charter Schools, Definition of Vocational Charter School.

The Board moved to approve the Department's recommendation of services related to the Harcourt Educational Management Contract penalty, including any recommended budgetary services, that Harcourt provide their information in Word format, and that Harcourt work towards providing the practice tests earlier than specified.

The demographic data requirements for special education and limited English proficient (LEP) students on required State assessments (deferred from the December 12 & 13, 2003, Board Meeting) were provided to the State Board. The Board directed that the Department to survey the school districts in terms of how this student information is being reported.

A report was presented by Gloria Dopf, Assistant Deputy Superintendent/Director, Special Education, ESEA and School Improvement, on the "Progressive Discipline Plan Implementation," as submitted to the Legislative Counsel Bureau by December 31, 2003, pursuant to Assembly Bill 218, passed by the 2003 Legislature.

Related to the Student Representative position on the Board, the Board moved the following: 1) to continue student representation on the State Board of Education; 2) to use the Nevada Association of Student Councils (NASC) as the body to recommend the student representation to the State Board; 3) to have one student representative as recommended by the NASC; 4) to ask the Committee on Board Operations to pursue a written policy on the student representative position in the Board's Standing Rules and Procedures; 5) to seek clarification on the legal authority of the Board to create a student representative position as a member of the Board; and 6) to accept legal council's recommendation to proceed with the modification of the Board's Standing Rules and Procedures with a clear definition of the student position prior to seeking the interpretation of whether the Board can appoint a student representative.

The Board moved to accept the report of the Committee on Government Relations regarding development of Bill Draft Requests for the 2005 Legislation, and a recommendation that the Board have agenda items on the regular meeting on the Nevada State Education Association's Teacher Initiative and the Education First Initiative being proposed by U.S. Representative Jim Gibbons.

The meeting of the Committee on Diversity and Student Achievement had to be cancelled due to no quorum present.

The Board moved to accept the report from the Committee on Grants and Contracts as follows: A review of the amount of federal dollars being returned shows that, of the $173 million received per year, Nevada sent back less than 1% of the federal dollars; the Committee intends to develop a list of priority grants and contract; the Committee requests that grants be placed on the Department Website; and the Committee will review the grants manual at the next meeting of this committee.

The Board moved to approve the Committee on Appointments and Recognitions recommendations for appointments to the Title I, Committee of Practitioners Advisory Committee, as follows: David Brancamp as Private School Representative, Al Bellister, NSEA Representative, and Terry Hickman, NSEA Representation; and, the recommendation for the appointment of Brandy Evens, Churchill County Home School, representing a Home Schooling Organization, to the Northern Nevada Home Schooling Council.

At the request of Member Nolan and Member Hawk, the following agenda item will be placed on the February agenda: State Board approval of nominations for the NASBE Policy Leader of the Year Award and Friend of Education Award.

The Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Occupational Education will hold a special meeting on Saturday, February 21, 2004, at the Department of Education, Second Floor Conference Room, 1820 East Sahara, Suite 208, Las Vegas.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Occupational Education will be held Friday, March 19, and Saturday, March 20, 2004, at the Department of Education, Board Room 101, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City, Nevada.
