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Meeting of July 9, 2004

On Friday, July 9, 2004, the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Occupational Education held a regular meeting at the Nevada Department of Education, Board Room 101, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City, Nevada. Members absent were: Dr. John Hawk, and, Dr. Merv Iverson.

The following occurred under the Superintendent's Report item: In recognition and appreciation for his hard work for the Nevada State Board of Education and Nevada Department of Education, the former State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Dr. Jack McLaughlin, was presented with a Nevada flag and case. Newly-hired staff members of the Department of Education were introduced: Frankie McCabe, Director, Office of Special Education, ESEA, and School Improvement; Dave Briancamp, Mathematics Consultant, Office of Assessments, Program Accountability and Curriculum; Karen Chesell, Family and Consumer Education Consultant, Office of Career, Technical and Adult Education; and Rob Campbell, Information and Technology Consultant, Office of Career, Technical and Adult Education. The Board was informed that all timelines have been met by the school districts for the preliminary designations of schools needing improvement and that the school districts are reviewing the schools for possible appeal to be removed from the list. The official date for releasing the names of the schools will be August 1st. The Board members were informed that Nevada's federal charter school grant was not renewed, that only 10 of the 17 states received funding which impacts the bill draft request submitted by the Board for the consultant position; the school district superintendents are still working on "iNVest 05," he will request that a detailed presentation be given to the Board when it is finalized. Recently U.S. Department of Education Secretary Rod Paige visited a Las Vegas elementary school to be recognized for the importance of reading.

The Board moved to approve the consent agenda which consisted of the following: A. Approval of private school licenses for Centennial Academy, Ginny’s Child Garden, Kiddie Academy of Henderson and Spring Mountain Treatment Center. Approval to re-license Back to Basics Daycare and Preschool; Challenger School at Lone Mountain; Child Garden at South Meadows; separate licenses for Children’s World Learning Centers at Buffalo, Lakes, Pebble, Spring Mountain, Summerlin, and Tenaya; Grace Christian Academy; Happy Days Kindergarten; Kids Campus Learning Center; Milton I. Schwartz Hebrew Academy; Stepping Stones Children’s Center; Trinity United Methodist Church School and Child Care Center; and two licenses for Warren-Walker, Lower Campus and Upper Campus; B. Approval of the Alternative Education Program Plans for the following school districts: Carson City, Churchill County, Clark County, Douglas County, Elko County, Humboldt County, Lander County, Lincoln County, Mineral County, Nye County, Pershing County, Washoe County, and White Pine County School Districts; C. Approval of State Board Member Travel: Patrick Boylan to attend NASBE New Member Institute, July 23-25, 2004, in Alexandria, Virginia; Barbara Myers to attend the Learning Disability Conference October 2004, in Las Vegas, Nevada; and, Dorothy Nolan to attend the NASBE Annual Conference October 21-23, 2004, in Orlando, Florida. The motion passed 7 to 0; Member Boylan, Member Hawk and Member Iverson were absent.

After a discussion on the request for approval of dual credit courses for the Nevada State High School Charter School, the motion to approve did not pass, 4 to 3; voting in favor were President Waters, Vice President Gwaltney, Member Ferry and Member Washington; opposed were Member Myers, Member Malone and Member Nolan; Member Boylan, Member Hawk, and Member Iverson were absent.

The Board held a Workshop to Solicit Comments on proposed changes to NAC 392, regulations allowing parents to exempt their child(ren) from compulsory attendance. Public input was solicited. The representatives of the home schooling organizations were asked to work with the individuals who had concerns for the proposed changes.

The Board moved to approve the RFP Evaluation Committee's recommendation to allow the Department of Education to begin negotiations for a contractual relationship with Measured Progress, and if the negotiations with Measured Progress fail to progress rapidly or if an agreement to a meaningful contract cannot be reached, the Department can begin negotiations with the second highest scoring vendor. The motion passed 6 to 1; Member Washington opposed.

After a report and recommendations by the Subcommittee on Charter Schools - NRS 386.507 report and recommendations, the Board moved to approve the following: 1) to defer Halima Academy's request to the August meeting (do pass 7 to 0); 2) to hold a special telephone conference on Silver State High School's request on or about July 23 (do pass 7 to 0); 3) the motion to approve TEAM A's request for conversion to a full charter did not pass 5 to 2; in favor of the motion were Vice President Gwaltney, Member Myers, Member Ferry; Member Malone and Member Nolan; opposed were President Waters and Member Washington; Member Boylan, Member Hawk and Member Iverson were absent; 3) to make no recommendation regarding Nevada State High School's request as the Board did not approve the request for dual credit; and, 4) to take no action on Washoe County School District's decision to no longer accept charter school applications. The Superintendent was asked to pursue an Attorney General's Opinion regarding Washoe County School District's request to be removed as a charter school sponsor.

The Board moved to approve the appointment of the Review Team for Sierra Nevada College's Master of Arts Program, with flexibility for change in the membership in the event of an emergency. The motion passed 7 to 0.

The Board moved to approve the appointments to the Special Education Advisory Committee as follows: Kraig Lords to represent Special Education Administrators - Rural; Linda Valle, to represent Special Education Teachers - North; Jan Butz, to represent Charter Schools; Mary Ann Demchak, to represent University of Nevada - Reno; Karen Taycher, Deborah Wescoatt, Edna McCollum, and Stephanie Yates, to represent Parents of Children with Disabilities; and, William Eddins, Jr., to represent Individuals with Disabilities. The motion passed 7 to 0.

Special Video/Telephone Conference Meeting of July 28, 2004

The Board moved to approve the conversion of the Silver State High School Subsection 4 charter to a full charter. The motion passed unanimously, 10 to 0.

The Board moved to approve the dual credit courses for Nevada State High School Charter School identified in items A, B & C as submitted. The motion passed 8 to 0 with one abstention; Member Hawk abstained; Member Myers had left the meeting.

The Board moved to approve the Nevada State High School for full charter conversion. The motion passed 7 to 0, with 2 abstentions; Member Gwaltney and Member Hawk abstained; Member Myers had left the meeting.

The Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Occupational Education will hold a Board Retreat on Friday, August 13, and Saturday, August 14, 2004, at the Corley Ranch, Gardnerville, and a Regular meeting on Saturday, August 14, 2004, starting at 1:30 p.m. at the Department of Education, Board Room 101, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City.
