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On Thursday, August 18, and Friday, August 19, the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Career and Technical Education held a Retreat at The Parasol Community Foundation in Incline Village, Nevada.  On Saturday, August 20, a Regular Board Meeting was held at the Department of Education, Board of Education Conference Room, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City, Nevada.

On Thursday Janet Cannon, representing the National Association of School Boards of Education for the Western States, gave a power point presentation explaining the potential monies available for education in Nevada from the sale of Federal lands.  From Senator Harry Reid’s office, Jason Unger, Education Advisor from Washington, DC and Liane Lee, from the Senator’s Las Vegas office, reported on the Senator’s work for Nevada’s schools at the Federal level.  Mr. Michael Hillerby, Chief of Staff for Governor Kenny Guinn, gave an overview of the 2005 Legislative Session and Governor Guinn’s perspective on K-12 education.  Kenneth Lange, Executive Director of the Nevada State Education Association, spoke on several challenges that Nevada public schools face but concluded that Nevada does “a great job with what it’s got.”  Randy Robison, Executive Director of the Nevada Association of School Boards, introduced Dr. Dotty Merrill, representing Paul Dugan, Superintendent of Washoe County School District; Sheila Moulton, Vice President of NASB and a Clark County School District Board Member; Curt Chapman, President of NASB and Storey County School Board Member; Norm Scoggin, President-elect for NASB and Carson City School Board Member; Dr. Mary Pierczynski, Superintendent of Carson City School District; and John Soderman, Superintendent of Douglas County School District.  Several topics were presented including the untapped opportunities for the P-16 Council, preparing for 2007 Legislature and candidates willing to put education at the forefront, joining forces at the Federal, State and District level to deal with  unfunded mandates, cuts to per-student spending, cutting programs to pay for increased utility bills, raising student achievement expectations to compete internationally and the unfortunate fact that schools deficient in one out of 44 areas still fail the No Child Left Behind’s Adequate Yearly Progress List.

On Friday Keith Rheault, Superintendent of Public Instruction, presented two flow charts entitled “K-12 Educational Governance Structure in Nevada”, Pre-1989 and 2005, that visually show the huge influx of entities the Superintendent and the Department are responsible to interact with. The two Deputy Superintendents and the seven Directors from each Office outlined their activities and challenges of the Department of Education. Changes to the State Board Priorities and the Standing Rules and Procedures were discussed.
On Saturday the Board heard a report by President Gwaltney on his attendance at the National Association of System Heads.
The Board approved an Emergency Preparedness Task Force comprised of Members Boylan and Washington, Chaired by Member Waters and President Gwaltney as ex-officio.
The Board discussed formation of two other Task Forces:  Special Needs (Appropriations) and Curriculum Alignment. 
The Board heard Superintendent Keith Rheault report on his Legislative Summary Report for 2005, which is on the Department’s Website, and the WestEd meeting in Nevada on July 20, 2005.

The Board approved the following Priorities:

· NCLB/IDEA

· Charter Schools

· Accountability and Assessment

· Creating Collaborative Partnerships

· Teacher Preparation and Development

· Safety, Security and Health
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August 26, 2005

The Board approved Dr. Agustin Orci, Superintendent of Clark County School District, to replace Carlos Garcia as Superintendent Representative to the WestEd Board of Directors.

The Board approved the Consent Agenda as follows: Approval of Minutes of June 17 and 18, 2005; Approval of upcoming State Board Member Travel; Approval of a new private school license for Sky View Academy in Hawthorne, re-licenses for Las Vegas Private Schools: Candil Hall Early Childhood Education, Christ the Servant Lutheran School, Kids’ Co-Op and Omar Haikal Islamic Academy and a re-license for Children’s World Learning Center in Sparks; Approval of Barbara Creveling and Janice M. Keith to the Northern Homeschool Advisory Council; Approval of 2005-2012 Elementary and Secondary textbook adoption lists for the Adoption period August 20, 2005 to June 30, 21012; Approval of Sandy Miller to the Nevada Public Education Foundation Board of Trustees; Appointments to the Special Education Advisory Committee; Approval of Special Education Discretionary Units FY06; Approval of Alternative Education Program Plans; Annual Report, Special Education Advisory Committee (Information only).
The Board held a Workshop to receive input on eligibility for participation on the High School Proficiency Examination.

The Board held a Workshop and a Public Hearing and approved the Legislative Counsel Bureau language for new language regulations that require certification of school bus driver trainers.

The Board held a Public Hearing and approved proposed changes to NAC 389.083 and 389.0565 to reflect changes in state assessments.

The Board held a Workshop and Public Hearing and approved proposed changes to NAC 389.061, 389.071, 389.051, 389.056 and 389.066 to reflect moving of writing assessment in Grade 4 to Grade 5.

The Board held the Second of two Public Hearings and approved Legislative Counsel Bureau language that pertains to NAC 388, Special Instructional Services and Programs. 
The Board held a Workshop to consider Gifted and Talented 4½ year olds be admitted to Kindergarten and after seeking Staff recommendation, disapproved moving forward to a Public Hearing.

The Board received and reviewed the Annual Reports of Compliance and Progress of the four State Board sponsored Charter Schools.

The Board reviewed the new 2005 Charter School Laws and their affect on the Board.

The Board heard Petitions and Recommendations for Revocation of Nevada Teacher’s Licenses for Kenneth S. (Bruce) Stacey, Cornelius A. Ausborne and Richard Frank Booth and voted to revoke all three.
The Board voted to retain membership with the National Association of State Boards of Education.

The next scheduled meeting of the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Career and Technical Education will be held Friday, October 7th, and Saturday, October 8, 2005 at the Department of Education, Second Floor Conference Room,  1820 East Sahara, Las Vegas, Nevada.

