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On Friday, December 1 and Saturday, December 2, 2006, the State Board met at the Department of Education, State Board Conference Room, Second Floor, 1820 East Sahara, Las Vegas, Nevada.
Dr. Cliff Ferry gave an update on the P-16 Council. President Ferry informed the Board members that he wrote a letter on his own behalf to an editor regarding the Education First Initiative. He certified to the fact that the letter represented his personal view and not as the President of the Board. The WestEd report was deferred to the next meeting.
Dr. Keith Rheault presented the Superintendent of Public Education’s report, starting with a Legislative update. Dr. Rheault informed the Board that as of December 1, 2006, there were 797 Bill Draft Requests (BDR’s) compiled and will forward those related to Education to the Board. Specific budget issues were deferred to Deputy Superintendent Jim Wells. Mr. Wells discussed base budgets, position requests and updates, SAIN funding and the Full-day Kindergarten topics. Superintendent Rheault then spoke about the 2007 Milken awards and the status of the Office of Technology candidates.

The State Board approved a resolution in support of the three tenets identified in the iNVest ’07 plan, proposed by school district superintendents.
Members discussed possible Emeritus Status on the Board. It was decided that Board President should write a memorandum after acquiring any feedback from present members that outline the Emeritus Status requirements.

The evening of December 1, 2006, held tribute to three departing Board members; Gary Waters, Dorothy Nolan and Patrick Boylan with a dinner and presentation of awards of appreciation for the members service to the Board of Education.

Saturday, December 2, 2006 the Board recognized the 2007 Teacher of the Year, Melanie Teemant.
A Letter of Support to Nevada Senators regarding the Apple Initiative was submitted on behalf of Member Dorothy Nolan. An issue regarding tenets, and the wording of the resolution would need to be resolved prior to the Board’s approval.

The Board received information on the Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC) report.
Mr. William Arensdorf and Mr. Tom McCormack presented information and an update on the compliance issues for the three State Board sponsored Charter Schools: Nevada State Charter High School, Silver State Charter High School and Team-A Charter School.

Dave Brancamp provided support documents outlining needs and recommendations regarding mathematics course requirements and technology use in mathematic assessments for Board consideration.
The Board approved Dual Credits for Nevada State Charter High School and the Clark County School Districts.
The State Board approved the 2006 State Improvement Plan (STIP) with the addition to Goal 6 which will address the governance issue.

The State Board approved the re-appointment of Superintendent Keith Rheault for an additional 3-year term, under the condition that Dr. Rheault will reduce his current commitments. Dr. Rheault accepted the re-appointment.

The Board accepted the subcommittee report of the Curriculum Alignment Task Force, presented by Member Barbara Myers.

The Governance Task Force report was presented by Member Dr. John Gwaltney.

The Board approved revised wording for a proposed K-12 governance bill draft request to be submitted to Senator Hardy. The Board approved increasing the Governance Task Force from three to five members.
The Board members discussed and unanimously voted that the January 26-27, 2007, meeting be held in Las Vegas.

Public Comments. There were no public comments.

The next scheduled meeting of the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Career and Technical Education will be held January 26-27, 2007 at the Department of Education Las Vegas Office.

