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On Friday, March 16, 2007, the State Board met with the Board of Regents at the Aspen Building, Sarah Winnemucca Hall, Western Nevada Community College, Carson City, Nevada.   The Boards heard an update from State Superintendent Keith Rheault on iNVest (Investing in Nevada’s Education Students and Teachers), a blueprint for academic improvement in Nevada.  

President Dr. Cliff Ferry asked Member Dr. John Gwaltney to give an update on the governance issue the State Board is working on with Senator Warren Hardy.  Superintendent Rheault gave a brief overview of the different councils, commissions and committees that have been established by the State Legislature and have K-12 education oversight authority in various areas. 
The Boards heard an update from President Ferry on the P-16 Council of which Senate Bill 239 has been introduced.  

The Boards heard Public Comment and New Business.

Friday, March 16, 2007:  Following a Joint Meeting with the Board of Regents, a Meeting of the Subcommittee on Charter Schools was held at the Department of Education, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City. The Subcommittee voted to recommend the denial of a Subsection 6 Charter for the Nevada Connections Academy and the Nevada Virtual Academy Charter School. 
Following the Subcommittee on Charter Schools meeting, a Regular Meeting of the State Board was held.
President Ferry thanked Department staff and Member Dr. John Gwaltney for their attendance at the legislative hearings.
Dr. Rheault reported on several key educational legislative bills, including Assembly Bills 157, 212, 333, 334, 151, 204, 250, 110 and Senate Bills 143, 184, 239, 238, 304, 186.  He also shared that the Information Technology Director’s  position had been frozen and that he would be meeting with the Governor’s Office regarding the position. 

The Board approved the following Consent Agenda Items, with the exception of Item A, Minutes of December 2006 and January, 2006, to be retyped with revisions.  Item B, Upcoming State Board Member travel; Item C, Licensing/Re-Licensing of Kids R Kids’ Private Kindergarten School; Item D, Appointments to the Title I Committee of Practitioners; Item E, the Summer Food Service Program Management and Administrative Plan (MAP); and Item F, the 2007-2014 Elementary and Secondary Textbook Adoption Lists for the adoption period of January 2007 to June 30, 2014.  
The Board received and approved the draft of the Nevada State Transition Plan, Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006, subject to further revision with the guidance of the federal government; to be brought back for final approval.
The Board approved the re-appointment of Dr. Keith Rheault on the WestEd Board of Directors for the term of March 31, 2007, to May 31, 2010.
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On Saturday, March 17, 2007, the Board heard a presentation of Nevada’s Proposed Accountability Growth Model and an update on the Nevada State Assessment Program.

Workshops were held to solicit comments on revisions to regulations NAC 389.663, Enhancement of Advanced Diploma Requirements to align with Millenium Scholarship requirements and to amend Charter School Regulations, NAC 386.390, Compliance with Accounting Principles.  Public Hearings regarding both regulations to be held at the May 4-5, 2007, meeting.
The Board heard the recommendations from the Subcommittee on Charter Schools:

1. To deny a Subsection 6 Charter for Nevada Connections Academy application; with a roll call vote of 6 yes and 1 against, the State Board approved a Subsection 6 Charter for grades 4-12 and the location to be in Reno.
2. To deny a Subsection 6 Charter for Nevada Virtual Academy Charter School application; with a roll call vote of 6 yes and 1 against, the State Board approved a Subsection 6 Charter for grades 4-8.

The Board postponed the Agenda Item on the State Board Appointed Advisory Councils, specifically the Homeschooling Advisory Councils and the Special Education Advisory Council, to include possible clarification of State Board expectations related to the functions and operation of each Council, but it will be included as an item on the August Retreat Agenda.

The Board postponed the Agenda Item on the Attorney General File 06-049 Opinion, Open Meeting Law, to a later meeting date.
The Board was introduced to the Nevada State FFA Officers and were shown the Ag Education video.
The Board postponed the Emeritus Status Task Force meeting and deferred to the May Agenda.

The approved Future Agenda Items.
Public Comments were received from Former Board Member, Peggy Lear Bowen, who thanked the Board for their efforts.
The next scheduled meeting of the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Career and Technical Education will be held Friday, May 4 and Saturday, May 5, 2007 at The Department of Education, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City.
