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On Friday, June 2 and Saturday, June 3, 2006 the State Board met at the Department of Education, State Board Conference Room, 700 E. Fifth Street, Carson City, Nevada; the meeting was video-conferenced to the Department of Education Conference Room, 1820 E. Sahara, Las Vegas, Nevada.  The State Board of Education:

Congratulated Deputy Attorney General James Irvin for the earning of his Doctorate Degree.

Received a report by President Ferry on the Charter School Showcase Conference and an update on P-16.

The Consent Agenda was approved, including approval of the minutes for the March 3-4 and April 28-29, 2006 meetings.

Heard and discussed a report on the importance of school nurses to each school’s education team.  The Board was asked to support a School Nurse Consultant position within the Department of Education as an enhancement to the 2007-2009 budget request.

Received and discussed information on the importance of gifted and talented programs in the state and was requested to support an enhancement to the 2007-2009 budget to add a Gifted and Talented Education Consultant to the Department of Education.

Heard and discussed a report from ComputerCorps about “Every Home a Classroom Program” and on the services ComputerCorps could provide to students and schools in the state.

Heard and discussed a report on the GROW Network provision of innovative instructional tools for parents, teachers and instructional leaders based upon the required assessments in Nevada.

Heard an update from Superintendent Rheault on the following items:  Commission on Educational Excellence, the Legislative Committee on Education and its Subcommittee on the Effectiveness of Career and Technical High Schools; and the Milken Educator Conference.

Discussed the preliminary Department of Education budget proposal, including requests for various enhancements.

Cancelled a public hearing regarding math standards pending receipt of official regulation language from the Legislative Counsel Bureau.

Discussed proposed standards for supplemental mental health and suicide prevention programs in Nevada public schools.

Received and discussed an update on State Assessment Program activities which have occurred during the 2006 school year and future decisions which may come before the Board.

Discussed information about available data related to Indian Education students and programs in the state.

Received and discussed reports from the Curriculum Alignment Task Force and the Apple Initiative Task Force.

Heard and discussed a presentation on the Ready for Life Initiative in Clark County, a collaborative cross-agency effort to reduce high school drop-outs and to encourage drop-outs to return to earn a high school diploma.

Received a report on the status of K-12 educational technology as reported by Education Week.

The Board also approved the request from the Nevada State High School for dual credit courses at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, with the exception of Course #190 (bartending) offered by the Food and Beverage Department, Course #225 (Introduction to Gaming Management) offered by the Hotel Management Department, Mathematics courses 95 and 96, and English course 98.

The next scheduled meeting of the Nevada State Board of Education/Nevada State Board for Career and Technical Education will be a retreat to be held August 3 & 4 at the Parasol Foundation, Incline Village; regular meeting on August 5 at the Department of Education, Carson City, Nevada.

