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NEVVADA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NEVADA STATE BOARD FOR CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
WORKSHOP MEETING
Monday, April 21, 2014
Department of Education

Board Conference Room

700 East Fifth Street

Carson City, Nevada

And
Department of Education

9890 South Maryland

Board Conference Room

Las Vegas, Nevada

MINUTES 

(Video Conferenced)
In Carson City:

Dale Erquiaga, Superintendent of Public Instruction

DEPARTMENT STAFF PRESENT:
In Carson City:
Karen Johansen, Assistant to the State Board of Education
LEGAL STAFF PRESENT:
Carrie Parker, Deputy Attorney General 
AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE:
In Las Vegas:

Patricia Avalos-Ruiz, American Airlines
James Yoder, Clark County School District

Mary Pike, Clark County School District

Heidi Arbuckle, Clark County School District

Anthony Troche, Clark County School District

Kolina Watt-Garcia. Clark County School District

Jennifer Newman-Cornell, Clark County School District

Brin Gibson, Attorney, Lionel, Sawyer and Collins
In Carson City:

Julie Lozada OCampo, Lyon County School District
Carlos Ocampo Santillan

Bryn Lapenta, Washoe County School District

Alex Tancheck, JK Belz and Associates

Anne Loring, Education Alliance of Washoe County

Jeannine Bell, Washoe County School District

CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; APPROVAL OF AGENDA
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. with attendance as reflected above. 

Public Comment
There was no public comment.
Workshop to Solicit Comments on Proposed Amendments to NAC 389.663, Units of Credit and Grade Point Average Required to Receive Advanced Diploma, and NAC 389.664, Units of Credit Required to Receive Standard Diploma.
The workshop was opened at 3:02 p.m. There were seven individuals present in Carson City and ten individuals present in Las Vegas. 
Steve Canavero, Deputy Superintendent, Educator Effectiveness stated the proposed regulation recommends NAC 389.663 and NAC 389.664 include new language to state; Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps, level three and four, as an eligible required course for one minimum number of units in line with Arts & Humanities or Career and Technical Education. 
Anne Loring, Member Board of Directors Education Alliance at Washoe County stated the Education Alliance is in support of the recommendation for both diplomas

The workshop closed at 3:06 p.m.
Workshop to Solicit Comments on Proposed Amendments to NAC 389.432 Foreign language: Instruction in kindergarten; NAC 389.434 Foreign language: Instruction through third grade; NAC 389.436 Foreign language: Instruction through fifth grade; NAC 389.438 Foreign language: Instruction in middle school or junior high school through ninth grade; NAC 389.569 Foreign language: First year; NAC 389.5695 Foreign language: Second year; NAC 389.570 Foreign language: Fourth year.  

The workshop opened at 3:06 p.m. There were seven individuals present in Carson City and ten individuals present in Las Vegas. 
James Yoder, Foreign Language Coordinator, Clark County School District, stated the current version of the Foreign Language Standards for Nevada were approved in 1999 and were based on the National Standards for Foreign Language Learning for the 21st century. Most states adopted those national standards as their state standards. In the years since they were adopted, research and reviews have been conducted to understand how the standards are being used in different states and districts and whether the standards can be improved. The standards were revised in 2012 to clear up some of the language and provide guidelines, and a task force reviewed the revised national standards in January, 2014. 
Mr. Yoder explained that students, who study a foreign language, do not enter the foreign language at the same time or grade, which was not accounted for in the previous standards; it does not matter where a kid enters language learning. In addition the proposed standards provide clear and measureable end-of-course proficiency targets that are research based and are not tied to a specific number of chapters in a text book.
Superintendent Erquiaga inquired about Nevada referencing the new standards as World Language standards rather than Foreign language standards.  Mr. Yoder responded that language change has been occurring on a national level in many states. World languages include sign language, Heritage language and Native American language. Also in Clark County some students are still learning Latin.

Superintendent Erquiaga clarified that when standards are adopted as regulations in Nevada, the standards language in the document is adopted, not the narrative. 

Jennifer Newman-Cornell, Spanish Teacher, CCSD and President of Professional Language Association of Nevada, stated she was part of the committee that wrote the proposed standards. She said she is proud of the standards and they will help students be more successful in a global economy. 
Patricia Avalos-Ruiz, American Airlines, stated she speaks several languages, She reiterated the importance of World Languages in the business world. She said it is essential that the younger the children learn the foreign language, the easier it will be to communicate in a world that gets smaller. 
Anthony Troche, Spanish teacher, CCSD said he was a member of the committee that revised the proposed standards and is in support of the standards. 
Kolina Watt-Garcia, Spanish teacher, CCSD stated she was also part of the committee that revised the proposed standards. She fully supports the standards and has used them outside of the country developing English Language programs in the Peace Corps as well as in her class room. 

Julie Lozada Ocampo, Spanish teacher, Lyon County School District, stated she was part of the committee and is very proud of their work. The revised standards are efficient and a tool that can immediately be used in the classroom. The National Board Process relies heavily on the standards as part of the certification for teachers. 

Jennifer Mahon, Associate Professor, University of Reno, stated she is in charge of World Language Education, and was part of the committee that worked on the proposed standards. She is already using the standards in the preparation of World Language teachers. Without a doubt, they represent the best practice occurring nationally. 
Superintendent Erquiaga asked counsel and Deputy Canavero to consider a potential problem where NRS and NAC references World Language standards, and districts as well as Universities may still reference them as Foreign Language standards. 

The workshop closed at 3:26 p.m. 
Workshop to Solicit Comments on Proposed Amendments to NAC 387.190, Adult High School Program.
The workshop opened at 3:27 p.m. There were five individuals present in Carson City and ten individuals present in Las Vegas
Deputy Canavero said the proposed changes to NAC 387.190, section 2 allows for a person that is at least 16 years of age, but less than 18 years of age, who has withdrawn from high school to   take a High School Equivalency (HSE) assessment to attend an adult high school program, only for the purposes of test preparation. 

Superintendent Erquiaga asked if a student is 19 years old and incarcerated, can they still enroll in an adult high school program for purposes of achieving an adult basic ed or high school diploma. This is closing the window for kids that are exiting high school into an adult high school program, to not be counted. 

Mike Raponi, Director, Career and Technical Education, said the regulations address two separate student populations. The regulations will now be in alignment for the exclusive purpose of preparing for the HSE preparation. Deputy Canavero said this does not preclude students who are 16 but not yet 18 from continuing in an alternative education program for an adult standard diploma. The school districts and student population will still have that available to them. This change makes a clear distinction for those students leaving the K-12 system and going to the adult system for preparation for an HSE.
The workshop closed at 3:31 p.m.
Workshop to Solicit Comments on Proposed Amendments to NAC386.355 Apportionment from State Distributive Account: Count day; prerequisite to receive apportionments.
The workshop opened at 3:31p.n. There were five individuals present in Carson City and 10 individuals present in Las Vegas. 

Julia Teska, Director, Department of Administration, informed that she submitted this proposed change when she was the Deputy Superintendent of Fiscal Services at the NDE.  The proposed change will allow charter schools that are sponsored by the Charter School Authority and use distance education as their primary method of instruction to declare the county in which the school is located, either that county in which their office is physically located or the county in which the majority of their students reside. This is for calendar purposes only; it does not have an impact on apportionment dollars. There are a small number of schools that will be allowed to change their county of location for the purpose of adopting their calendar. 
Superintendent Erquiaga said this came up as a problem for a distance education school. The school thought their funds were distributed inadequately because of the way the current law reads. Ms. Teska said some counties were receiving greater disparity in the calendar from county to county, and they ended up with 75 percent of students residing in one county; while their office was physically located in another county. 

Superintendent Erquiaga said a new section in the proposed language states, the declaration must be sent to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and he asked if  prior to count day, could be added to the language. Ms. Teska responded this is essentially not allowing them to make this change indiscriminate; it can be made upon the enforcement of this regulation and the establishment of the school. She proposed that on any change where the majority county changes for one of the charter schools, they submit a request through the Superintendent and it would not be effective until approved by the Superintendent. 

Brin Gibson, Attorney, Lionel, Sawyer and Collins, representing Nevada Connections Academy, stated he appreciates and agrees with the language contained in the proposed regulation changes. He requested additional language be added to allow a school to petition to change its declared location under the regulation for a good cause.

The workshop closed at 3:36 p.m.

Public Comment

There was no public comment.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:37 p.m. 
