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Las Vegas, Nevada 
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DEPARTMENT STAFF PRESENT: 

In Las Vegas: 

Becky-Joe Puente, Administrative Assistant 

 

In Carson City: 

Dale Erquiaga, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Steve Canavero, Deputy Superintendent for Student Achievement 

Karen Johansen, Assistant to the State Board of Education 

  

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 

In Las Vegas: 

Ben Gerhardt, Testing Coordinator, Nevada Virtual Academy 

 

1:00 P.M. Workshop to Solicit Comments on Proposed Amendments to NAC Chapter 389 to 

provide for administration of the high school proficiency exam for the Graduating Classes of 2019 

and 2020 and establishing the courses of study, number of times a student may take an exam, and 

other matters related to the new end of course examinations provided for as a requirement for 

graduation from high school. 

 

Superintendent Erquiaga opened the workshop at 1:01 P.M. and informed he was conducting the 

workshop per NRS. The public hearing will be heard by the State Board of Education at their 

meeting on April 30, 2015.  

 

The proposed amendments to NAC Chapter 389 are regarding the provisions of high school 

proficiency exams and related courses. The regulation was adopted by the State Board of 

Education, approved by the Legislative Commission and filed with the Secretary of State on 

December 22, 2014. It is LCB file number R061-14. 

 

Steve Canavero, deputy superintendent, Student Achievement, explained the proposed change in 

regulation is the onboarding of science, the transition to the new science standards and the 
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implementation of an end-of-course (EOC) science assessment. It will take one more year than 

what was contemplated when adopted November 6, 2014 by the Board. 

 

The existing regulation states that the graduation cohort of 2017-18 must not be given a standard 

high school diploma until the pupil has passed EOC math I, math II, ELA I and ELA II. The 

proposed change requires that the cohort of 2019 must pass EOC in math I, math II, ELA I, ELA II 

and existing language referencing science has been deleted.  

 

New language prescribes that for the graduating class of 2020 and beyond, a pupil will not receive 

a standard high school diploma until the pupil has passed EOC math I, math II and ELA I and II 

collapsed into one assessment and science as the 4
th

 EOC exam as contemplated in statute. The 

student must pass each of four EOC exams and any other EOC adopted by the State Board of 

Education applicable to a graduating cohort. The intent is for the State Board to prescribe social 

studies, or up to six additional courses, requiring passing four of the six, or using a compensatory 

model. 

 

The proposed change reiterates that the EOC examinations must be based upon the standards of 

content and the performance established for the applicable course of study pursuant to NRS 

380.520. 

 

The final change is in relation to a discussion held with the Nevada Association of State 

Superintendents (NASS). After further conversation with the superintendents, Deputy Canavero 

agreed to propose changing the requirement from the 7
th

 grade to the 6
th

 grade regarding a pupil 

who after entering grade 6 and is enrolled in or has completed each course for which an EOC exam 

is approved is eligible to take the examination. Student eligibility is determined at the school level.  

 

Public Comment 

Ben Gerhardt questioned if a student is in 6
th

, 7
th

 or 8
th

 grade and has taken an EOC assessment 

under the performance framework, how will proficiency rates be viewed for the middle school. If 

25 8
th

 graders take the algebra I EOC exam, would there be an 8
th

 grade proficiency mark for 

them? Some schools may not may not want their middle school students to take an EOC exam if 

they do not take the grade level SBAC because that would be one less student who is proficient for 

their school. 

 

Deputy Canavero responded the NDE’s discussion with the superintendents concluded that 

students should have the most relevant assessment for purposes of informing instruction and 

serving as a summative assessment of a child’s learning, and hopefully not just to increase the 

framework. Being aware of that consideration and having a year to pause should allow time to 

address the question and create a framework that will incentivize the right behavior and intention 

behind the NDE and request double testing flexibility in middle school. That would be so students 

are not required to take both assessments, but would take the most appropriate assessment whether 

it is the SBAC in 8
th

 grade or an EOC assessment in 8
th

 grade. It is a question that will need to be 

addressed. 

 

The workshop was closed at 1:10 P.M. This regulation will move to the State Board of Education 

at a noticed public hearing on April 30, 2015. If approved by the Board it will be adopted as a 

temporary regulation at this time because the legislature is in session. The regulation hearings will 

be repeated after July 1, 2015 to become permanent.  


