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STATE OF NEVADA 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
ACTION REPORT

The Commission on Professional Standards in Education held a meeting on November 3, 2006 in the Board Conference Room of the Department of Education, Carson City, Nevada.  The following discussions were held and actions taken: 

· The Commission discussed the impact of the math major and minor cut scores of the Math Praxis II Content Knowledge Test. The Commission agreed to discuss the possibility of adopting one cut score and lowering that cut score. The Commission will discuss this issue, with possible changes in the cut scores, at the January 2007 meeting.   

· The Commission was informed that Dr. Rheault, upon a request from Senator Raggio, will schedule and coordinate a meeting between the Commission on Professional Standards in Education, the Commission on Educational Technology, and the Council to Establish Academic Standards for the purpose of developing a statewide plan for the integration of technology into the delivery of instruction.  The plan should link student achievement to the use of technology and should incorporate measurable data indicators.  It was indicated that this meeting will be scheduled for sometime in December.  
· The Commission was updated that the Art Task Force will be holding their first meeting tentatively on November 14 or 16; and the Music Task Force will be holding their first meeting on December 7, 2006.  The Task Force meetings will be held via video conference with the meeting sites at the Nevada Department of Education in Carson City and Las Vegas.        

· The Commission agreed to hold a workshop and public hearing during the January 2007 meeting on NAC 391.225 – Endorsement to Teach Drivers’ Education to update the requirements.   
· The Commission discussed the issue of requiring training for all teachers working with English Language Learners (ELL).  Dr. Barbee was further directed to gather information from other states regarding requiring coursework for initial and/or renewal license for general education teachers in the instruction of ELL students.  The Commission will continue the discussion of this issue at the January 2007 meeting with the information from Dr. Barbee.  

· The Commission agreed that the following issues will be discussed at the next meeting:  1) Update from the Task Force to review the entire NAC 391 for necessary amendments; 2) Update and possible recommendations from the Task Forces appointed to review art and music endorsements; 3) Discussion of initial and/or renewal license coursework for teachers working with ELL students and what other states are doing; 4) Workshop and Public Hearing for NAC 391.225 – Endorsement to Teach Drivers’ Education; and 4) Legislative update.      
The next meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education is scheduled for 
January 12, 2007 at the Nevada Department of Education, 1820 East Sahara Avenue, Las Vegas, Nevada.  For your convenience, minutes and agendas are posted on the Nevada Department of Education’s web site, under Commissions, at http://www.doe.nv.gov.  For further details, contact Christina Harper at 775-687-9226, FAX 775-687-9202 or E-mail charper@doe.nv.gov, Department of Education, Carson City Office. 
