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STATE OF NEVADA 

COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
ACTION REPORT

The Commission on Professional Standards in Education held a meeting on October 5, 2007 in the Board Conference Room at the Nevada Department of Education Office, Las Vegas, Nevada.  The following discussions were held and actions taken: 

· The Commission received updates of Department of Education activities and discussed items to be included in the New Member Orientation and recommended that all Commissioners attend the orientation scheduled for December 7, 2007 in the morning.  
· The Commission held a workshop on NAC 391.400 – Types of Endorsement to solicit comments with regard to the Business and Industry Substitute License and established a Task Force to draft the requirements for a Business and Industry Substitute License.  Commissioner Perdomo will chair this Task Force.  It was suggested that individuals that participated in the original Business and Industry Endorsement Task Force be contacted to participate in the Business and Industry Substitute Task Force.  This Task Force will report at the next meeting.    
· The Commission held a public hearing on NAC 391.225 – Endorsement to Teach Drivers’ Education.  The Commission adopted the proposed regulation as submitted. 

· The Commission held a public hearing on NAC 391.215 – Endorsement to Teach Art and 
NAC 391.13015 – Major or Minor in Art.  The Commission adopted the proposed regulations

with additional amendments.  

· The Commission held a public hearing on the Business and Industry Regulations; 

NAC 391.400; NAC 391.420; NAC 391.425; NAC 391.430; NAC 391.441; and Delete 
NAC 391.446.  The Commission adopted the proposed regulations with additional amendments. 
· The Commission held a public hearing on NAC 391.131 – Single-Subject Major and Minors; NAC 391.1301 – Comprehensive Majors and Minors; NAC 391.XXX (new section) 
Major in Music; NAC 391.XXX (new section) - Minor in Instrumental and Music; NAC 391.098 
Endorsements; NAC 391.270 – Endorsement to Teach Music; Delete NAC 391.13044 – Minor in 
Instrumental and Choral Music; and Delete NAC 391.13046 Major in Music.  The Commission 
adopted the proposed regulations as submitted.  
· It was reported that the Early Childhood Praxis Task Force reviewing the early childhood regulations and the Praxis testing required for an early childhood educator to be determined highly qualified will be meeting in the near future.   
· The Commission accepted the report from the American Board for Certification for Teacher Excellence Program (ABCTE) Task Force which made the following motion and recommendation to the Commission, “That the ABCTE Task Force proposes to the Commission to delay any action at this time on the adoption of ABCTE’s Passport to Teaching and that the conditional licensure 
· policies be re-examined, after which time we have the choice of inviting ABCTE back for further discussion and consideration.”  The Task Force further recommends that another task force be formed to review the conditional licensure requirements.  Consideration should be given to revision that would provide alternate licensure for a broader audience while maintaining Nevada’s high standards for teacher quality, as well as a framework against which all programs would be measured.  The Commission agreed to place the establishment of the Conditional Licensure Task Force on the December agenda, to allow the new Commissioners a chance to participate.  The Task Force will also receive information with regard to what other states are doing in the area of alternative routes to licensure and alternative route reciprocity.  
· The Commission received an update from Vice President Lark regarding the District Superintendent’s Subcommittee reviewing the issue of math/science/social studies course for elementary teachers.  Vice President Lark stated that the subcommittee recently met and identified the problem areas and will be addressing those issues.  

· The Commission received a report on the Program Completer Survey by Dr. Jerry Barbee. 

· The Commission will hold a workshop at the December meeting regarding extending the date for the allowances of provisions on licenses due to the No Child Left Behind highly qualified teacher requirements.  

· The Commission established a Task Force to discuss issuing a permanent license for licensed personnel who have returned with, a yet to be determined, number of years of Nevada service in education.  Vice President Lark volunteered to chair this Task Force.  This Task Force will report at the next meeting.  
· The election of officers was tabled until the December meeting.  

· It was requested by Dr. Marilyn Ford, UNLV, to appoint a Task Force to review the elementary licensure area.  

· The Commission agreed that the following issues will be discussed at the next meeting:  1) New Member Orientation; 2) Election of Officers; 3) Reports from the following Task Forces:  Business and Industry Substitute Teacher Task Force; Early Childhood Praxis Task Force; and Permanent Teacher Licensure Task Force; 4) Appointment of the Conditional License Task Force; 5) Workshop to Solicit Comments to extend the provisional licensure deadline; and 6) Appoint Task Force to review the elementary licensure area.   
The next meeting of the Commission on Professional Standards in Education is scheduled for 
December 7, 2007 at the Nevada Department of Education, Board Room, 700 East Fifth Street, Carson City, Nevada.  For your convenience, minutes and agendas are posted on the Nevada Department of Education’s web site, under Commissions, at http://www.doe.nv.gov.  For further details, contact Christina Harper at 775-687-9226, FAX 775-687-9202 or E-mail charper@doe.nv.gov, Department of Education, Carson City Office. 
