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Pursuant to subsection 2 of NRS 391.060, under certain strictly defined circumstances, the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction may issue an educator license to an individual who is entitled to work in the United States, 
but is not in one of the following groups: 

• A citizen of the United States; 
• A person who has filed a valid declaration to become a citizen or a valid petition for naturalization; or 
• A lawful permanent resident of the United States. 

AB 27, which passed in the 2015 legislative session, makes the following changes to the statute: 

• AB 27 removes the existing requirement that a school district or governing body of a charter school 
requesting licensure for such an individual prove the existence of a shortage of teachers within the 
specific area for which the individual will be licensed.  The district or charter school needs only to 
prove that a general shortage of teachers exists. 

• It adds the option for a school district or governing body of a charter school to request licensure for 
such an individual, even if no shortage of teachers exists, if they have been unable to hire anyone 
else possessing that person’s skills, experience, or abilities, and if those skills, experience, or abilities 
are needed to address an area of concern. 

• It authorizes the governing bodies of charter schools, many of which operate independently of an 
established school district, to request licensure for a qualifying individual in the same circumstances 
in which a school district may do so. 

• AB 27 requires a school district or charter school that employs an individual licensed pursuant to 
subsection 2 to notify the Department of Education within five days of the termination of that 
individual’s employment. 

AB 27 does not permit the licensure of persons without the legal ability to work in the United States as 
educators in Nevada.  In fact, NRS 391.060 explicitly states that any license issued pursuant to subsection 2 
will automatically expire on the date that the licensee’s legal work status in the U.S. is no longer valid.  It also 
provides that any such license will only be valid to teach within the specific school district or charter school 
which originally requested the issuance of the license.  

AB27 also does not permit unqualified individuals to obtain educator licenses.  The statute requires anyone 
obtaining a license under the provisions of subsection 2 to be fully qualified to teach in the area in which they 
will be licensed, except for meeting the requirement for U.S. citizenship or legal permanent residency, or 
having filed a valid declaration to become a citizen or permanent resident.  This means that anyone applying 
for a license must meet all the requirements for college or university coursework, student teaching, and 
competency testing that would normally be enforced. 
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