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       June 19, 2015 

 

GUIDANCE MEMORANDUM #15-03 

 

TO: Clark County Superintendent Pat Skorkowsky 

 

COPY: All School Districts and Charter Schools 

 

FROM: Dale A.R. Erquiaga 

 Superintendent of Public Instruction 

 

SUBJECT: Request for Guidance Following the 2015 Legislative Session – Part One 
            ________ 
 
On June 10, 2015, you submitted 19 letters requesting detailed guidance on a number of bills passed 

by the 78
th

 Regular Session of the Nevada Legislature and signed by Governor Sandoval.  Because 

time is of the essence, this guidance memorandum answering nine of your letters is the first of 

several to be issued.
1
  This guidance is issued pursuant to the authority provided in NRS 385.175(5), 

directing the Superintendent of Public Instruction to enforce the observance of Title 34 of Nevada’s 

statutes and all other statutes and regulations governing public education. 

 

Senate Bill 133 – Expense Reimbursements 

You are correct in stating that the bill’s definition is very specific.  There is no need for this office to 

add to that language or explicate its meaning beyond a plain reading of the law.  If you are unclear 

about the meaning or your other questions, please consult your legal counsel.  Pursuant to the 

provisions of the bill, the Department will be asking each school district and charter school to 

provide the number of teachers who meet the definition of the bill so that this office can establish the 

amount of each reimbursement and distribute a lump sum amount to each district and charter school, 

based on the available appropriation. 

 

Senate Bill 474 – Great Teaching and Leading Fund 

A streamlined request for proposals and application guidelines will be made available by July 1; that 

document should answer many of your questions.  How the Board subsequently allocates funding is 

not a matter for speculation by this office.  The Board has not yet addressed it priorities for School 

Year 2016-2017, so I cannot speak to future funding decisions and again, I cannot speculate on any 

so-called “de-prioritization” based on other legislation.  The word “pipeline” does not appear 

anywhere in this bill; however, typically the phrase refers to the preparation, recruitment, hiring, and 

retention of educators.  Should you have suggestions for these grants, please feel free to write to the 

Department or attend an upcoming Board meeting. 

                                                 
1
 The relevant letters are attached hereto and incorporated by reference. 
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Senate Bill 515, Section 4 – Special Education Funding 

Unit funding has not changed for School Year 2015-2016, and the Board will make its allocations at 

an upcoming public meeting following the same parameters and considering the same factors as in 

prior years.  If any action is required of district and charter school staff, they will be notified, and 

will be able to attend the Board meeting.  Per pupil or “weighted” allocations do not begin until 

School Year 2016-2017, so additional guidance will likely follow on that matter. 

 

Senate Bill 515, Section 19, Subsections 5 (d) and (e) – Nevada Ready 21 

The Nevada Ready 21 Technology program for certain middle schools, including the related WAN 

program, is the purview of the Commission on Educational Technology.  All 16 of the questions you 

pose in two letters will be answered in the regular public meetings held by that body and the 

documents generated with its approval, or should be addressed to that body during public comment.  

The first such meeting is Monday, June 22 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Section 515, Section 19, Subsection 5(f) – Career & Technical Education (CTE) 

Some grants have already been decided under the prior CTE program, based on known “base” 

budget amounts.  New application guidelines will be issued by the Department for the additional 

funding provided in the approved budget; your questions are properly answered in those documents, 

just as they have always been handled.  The Department works closely with its stakeholders and 

sector councils in developing these guidelines. 

 

Senate Bill 515, Section 22 – College and Career Readiness Grants 

A request for proposals to implement this grant program will be forthcoming.  If you have 

suggestions for the program scope, please feel free to submit them to this office.  You need take no 

other action until the Department determines the manner in which it will release those funds. 

 

Senate Bill 515, Section 23 – Licensed Mental Health Workers 

As stated numerous times in public testimony, the block grants contemplated for this program will 

be distributed based on the administration of a mental health survey or “screener” to be administered 

in the fall of 2015.  With limited funding available, certain high-need schools will be identified from 

the survey results.  Some schools will be funded in the first year, more in the second year.  When the 

first grants are released, tentatively December-January of the upcoming school year, definitions, 

restrictions, and reporting requirements will be included.  You need take no further action until you 

are contacted regarding the survey administration. 

 

Senate Bill 515, Section 38 – Special Education Contingency Account 

The Special Education Contingency Account will be the subject of regulations prescribed by the 

State Board during School Year 2015-2016.  I cannot speak for the Board on this matter and suggest 

your staff monitor the Department’s agenda postings for the relevant workshops and public hearings.  

You need take no further action but are advised to monitor the regulation process and meetings. 
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