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   July 1, 2015 

 
GUIDANCE MEMORANDUM #15-09 
 
TO: Clark County Superintendent Pat Skorkowsky 
 
COPY: All School Districts and Charter Schools 
 
FROM: Dale A.R. Erquiaga 
 Superintendent of Public Instruction 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Guidance Following the 2015 Legislative Session – Senate Bill 515, 
Section 20 – Gifted and Talented Education 
            ____________ 
 
On June 10, 2015, you submitted 19 letters requesting detailed guidance on a number of bills passed 
by the 78th Regular Session of the Nevada Legislature and signed by Governor Sandoval.  This 
guidance memorandum addresses Senate Bill 515, Section 20; your letter about this specific section 
of the bill is attached and incorporated by reference. This guidance is issued pursuant to the authority 
provided in NRS 385.175(5), directing the Superintendent of Public Instruction to enforce the 
observance of Title 34 of Nevada’s statutes and all other statutes and regulations governing public 
education.   
 
Senate Bill 515, Section 20 – Gifted and Talented Funding 
 
SB 515 (Section 20) provides $5,174,243 in both Fiscal Year 2015-2016 and Fiscal Year 2016-2017 
for pupils enrolled in school districts and charter schools who qualify for gifted and talented 
education (GATE) programs (NAC 388.043, 388.150).  The money will be distributed on a per pupil 
basis to students who have been identified as gifted and talented through a state-approved 
assessment or procedure or both (NAC 388.435).  The small competitive grants for technology and 
related GATE programs will no longer be provided. 
 
Pursuant to Senate Bill 515, Section 20 (2), the first payment for School Year 2015-2016 will be 
paid in July 2015 and be based on the October 1, 2014 Child Count Data. Please see page 3 of this 
memorandum for 2015-2016 allocations.  
 
Requirements for GATE Funds 

• Districts and charter schools are expected to have appropriately qualified teachers with the 
Gifted and Talented endorsement. 
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• Districts and charter schools are expected to use the funds to expand services and support to 
children identified as Gifted and Talented in a manner aligned to an existing plan or strategic 
plan. In the event that a district does not have an existing plan or other guiding document that 
reflects community and school input, then a district or charter school is expected to conduct 
such an exercise. 

• To the extent present, districts and charter schools are expected to address disproportionality 
of GATE students (i.e., the demographic composition of the community is not reflected in 
the identified GATE student population). Strategies may be modeled after the Child Find 
requirements under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

• Districts and charter schools are encouraged to expand or implement effective practices in 
GATE programming, social-emotional learning, and a continuum of service and support for 
GATE students from elementary through high school. 

 
Reporting & Accountability Requirements:  
 

• During this school year, the Department will engage with districts and charter schools to 
discuss NAC assessment requirements in the event changes are necessary. 

• By the end of this fiscal year, districts and charter schools will submit a report on forms to be 
prescribed by the Department that detail spending and performance.   

• For your planning purposes, content of these reports will include but may not be limited to: 
o Student Assessment 
o Service Design 
o Curriculum and Instruction 
o Professional Development 
o Family and Community Involvement  
o Spending Plan Details 
o Expected and Actual Outcomes 
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O ctober 1, 2014 
Number of

FY16                 
Total Allcation 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Gifted and 
Talented 
Students

of Funding

Carson City 735 305,811

Churchill 34 14,146

Clark 6,509 2,708,198

Davidson 137 57,002

Douglas 180 74,893

Elko 165 68,652

Esmeralda 0 0

Eureka 0 0

Humboldt 0 0

Lander 0 0

Lincoln 0 0

Lyon 38 15,811

Mineral 5 2,080

Nye 0 0

NYTC 0 0

Pershing 1 416

StateSponsoredSchools 103 42,855

Storey 25 10,402

Washoe 4,504 1,873,978

White Pine 0 0

Totals 12,436 5,174,243
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