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Dear ___________________ Parent/Legal Guardian:

This letter is being written in adherence to a new law titled Nevada’s Read by Grade Three Act (Senate Bill 391 - SB 391). Nevada’s Read by Grade Three Act aims to improve the literacy skills of all kindergarten through third grade students enrolled in Nevada’s public schools. This law specifically aims to equip our youngest learners with the foundational reading skills vital for school success. SB 391 also requires that extra services be provided for those students identified as struggling readers. 

Your child has been identified as one of our struggling Read by Grade 3 Intervention students and it has been determined he/she is in need of additional reading services. This identification has been derived through his/her scores on our initial reading screening test, teacher observations, and other indicators. 

Steps have already been taken to begin addressing your child’s deficiencies in reading. Our school’s local literacy team (including myself) is developing an individualized reading plan that specifically addresses your child’s needs. SB 391 requires that all of the major components of reading instruction be embedded into his/her plan. The plan will include the following: 
· Reading intervention services to be provided in a small group format;
· Interventions will emphasize the primary elements of reading (phonemic awareness, phonics, reading fluency, and reading comprehension); 
· Intervention activities will be supported by the other three areas of literacy – writing, listening and speaking;
· Interventions will be provided by a team of highly trained educators at the school.

The literacy team will use the individualized reading plan to monitor your child’s progress throughout the school year. Once this plan has been established, you will be contacted for a conference where the literacy team will review all of the details with you. Your approval of your child’s reading plan is a requirement of this law. 

The format for your child’s intervention services will be determined by our school’s literacy team. Such services might include: a before-school or after-school tutoring program, an extra reading intervention block during the regular school day, an intersession reading workshop, or a summer-school program. Whatever format is selected, it too will be documented in your child’s reading plan. There will be no additional cost to you for any of these services. Until your child’s formal reading plan has been finalized, we are providing you with an attached list of recommended strategies that you might use at home to assist in bridging the gaps in your child’s reading development (see Attachment 1). 

We recognize you might still have questions regarding the Read by Grade 3 Act. Therefore, we have provided a second attachment titled Read by Grade 3 Answers for Nevada’s Parents. We are hopeful this resource will assist you in developing a sound understanding of how the new law aims to assist your child in reaching grade level reading (see Attachment 2).

Thank you for being a partner in your child’s education. Our entire staff is excited to work with you to ensure your child receives the appropriate literacy instruction and becomes a strong reader. As always, feel free to contact either me or your child’s classroom teacher should you need any additional guidance. 

Sincerely, SITE ADMINISTRATOR
