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Discussion Guide: 
Conducting Focus Group Research[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Stephen Billig, Educators’ Guide to Collecting and Using Data: Conducting Focus Group Research.  RMC Research Corporation, Denver, CO. ] 



9:00		Read p.1-7: Purpose, Techniques, Design, etc.
 (
1.
What is the purpose of the focus groups you will conduct 
with:
Parents?
Principals?
Teachers?
2.
How are the purposes, techniques and design the same for all groups? 
Different?
)







Discuss your responses with the group.

9:45		Read p. 8-13: Introductions, etc.
 (
3.
How will you conduct the focus g
r
oup introductions? What key points will you
 make?
)





Practice with a partner.

10:30		BREAK

10:45		Read p. 14-20: Issues, Questions, Listening, etc.
 (
4.
Identify 2-4 new ideas (“
ahas
”) that you will keep in mind as you conduct focus groups:
1.
2.
3.
5.
What are common errors in facilitating focus groups? How will you handle them?
6.
What will you do if things go awry?
)








Discuss your responses with a partner. Role play, as time allows.

11:20 		Read p.21-23: Analysis
 (
7.
Who will analyze focus group data?
8.
How will the data be written up and reported?
9.
How will the focus group report be used? Distributed?
)







Discuss your responses with the group.

11:45		Final Comments/Observations & Next Steps

12:00		Adjournment
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