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Text Accessibility:

A Useable Textbook for Students with Disabilities

New Terms: 

NIMAS-National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard. 

NIMAC-National Instructional Materials Access Center. 

Some things are the Same

The State and Local Education Agencies (LEAs) must adopt the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) for the purposes of providing instructional materials to blind persons or other persons with print disabilities.

What’s New?

State and Local Education Agencies will opt in to the National Instructional Media Access Center (NIMAC).

SEAs and LEAs that opt in will require that publishers submit NIMAS-conforming file sets to the NIMAC.
Copyright protections are provided to publishers when submitting electronic files to the NIMAC.

Requirements for using the NIMAC

A local educational agency that coordinates with the National Instructional Materials Access Center, when purchasing print instructional materials, shall acquire the print instructional materials by contract or by including appropriate language in purchase orders that require publishers to submit NIMAS-conformant files to the NIMAC, or provide assurances that they have already done so, for a specific title and version that is to be purchased. 

A sample statement that could be included in a contract or purchase order follows:

By agreeing to deliver the materials marked with "NIMAS" on this contract or purchase order, the publisher agrees to prepare and submit, on or before ___/___/_____ a NIMAS file set to the NIMAC that complies with the terms and procedures set forth by the NIMAC. Should the vendor be a distributor of the materials and not the publisher, the distributor agrees to immediately notify the publisher of its obligation to submit NIMAS file sets of the purchased products to the NIMAC. The files will be used for the production of alternate formats as permitted under the law for students with print disabilities. 

This is page __ of __ of this contract or purchase order.

For additional information about NIMAS, please refer to http://nimas.cast.org
For additional information about the NIMAC, refer to http://nimac.us
Other options available to SEAs and LEAs?

In keeping with existing practice, some SEAs and LEAs may meet NIMAS-related requirements contained in IDEA 2004 by contracting with curriculum publishers directly for instructional materials produced in, or rendered in, specialized formats.

Up to Date Information

http://nimas.cast.org
http://nimac.us
