NEVADA

ESL English Language Proficiency Standards

Fourth Grade


The following document includes the leveled skills that are linked to the State of Nevada Content Standards by grade levels.  Included are the measurable achievement objectives for each grade level and proficiency level as defined by years in the program.  

During this year, students will be introduced to English reading skills and vocabulary development through active participation in the classroom activities.

Skills that indicate the level of proficiency in English at the Fourth Grade level are as follows:

· Level 1 – A student will be able to 

· Recognize high frequency words that have been taught 

· Identify initial sounds of English words

· Use prior knowledge to aid comprehension

· Relate some details of stories 

· Listen to stories, poetry and songs

· Follow simple directions 

· Recall information orally

· Draw responses to literature

· Organize series and sequence events from beginning to end

· Write about simple stories

· Write simple sentences using standard English conventions

· Identify a purpose for listening

· Answer questions with one-word responses

· Respond to simple questions

· Begin to use with teacher assistance different reference materials

· Level II – A student will be able to 
· Use high frequency words and environmental print 

· Use patterns of text to comprehend new words

· Restate facts and details of text with one word answers, simple phrases

· Identify themes or messages in a variety of simple texts

· Can use texts to answer questions and clarify meaning

· Retell beginning, middle and end of a story

· Demonstrate knowledge of cause and effect with visuals

· Follow simple directions

· Write responses to text questions

· Write and edit for correct word usage with teacher assistance 

· Organize and sequence stories and respond from beginning to end

· Use correct conventions of writing in English (spelling, punctuation, etc.)

· Share and respond to writing with other about personal experiences

· Distinguish between questions and answers and respond

· Explain in native language what has been said

· Ask questions about areas of interest 

· Retell stories from memory

· Use various media for reference and information

· Level III – A student will be able to:

· Read texts with fluency, accuracy and expression

· Define words with synonyms and antonyms

· Restate facts and details in sequence

· Listen to and read stories from different genres

· List and identify characters and settings from a story

· Use pictures, charts, graphs to explain information

· Can identify fact and opinion

· Ask questions to gain understanding of important information

· Follow two-step oral directions

· Write letters, notes, responses to literature and text questions

· Generate possible ideas for writing  

· Use standard conventions of writing words and simple paragraphs

· Listen and respond to information, presentations 

· Communicate ideas and ask questions

· Understand conversations and small group discussions

· Formulate questions to participate in hands-on investigations

· Locate and use information from the library

· Level IV – A student will be able to:

· Use knowledge of written texts to determine meaning and use of words

· Recall essential points of texts and predict outcomes

· Make inferences and check text for confirmation

· Use resources in text to get information and draw conclusions

· Write responses to text questions with supporting detail

· Organize and write a two-paragraph composition

· Work in cooperative groups to revise and share writing

· Compose compound sentences using standard English conventions

· Connect prior experience and ideas to message of a speaker

· Follow three-step directions to complete a task

· Relate their experiences or original stories to others

· Locate and use information from media, library and technology 

· Level V:  A student will be able to:

· Use knowledge of reading strategies word structural elements to determine meanings of unfamiliar text

· Restate facts and details of text to share information and organize ideas

· Identify and compare different type of texts

· Distinguish between cause/effect, fact/opinion, and main idea/supporting details

· Use at least three sources to write an informative paper 

· Use the steps of the writing process to write a short composition

· Use Standard English conventions of writing to write short compositions 

· Listen to presentations and make connections to the speaker's message

· Use appropriate speaking techniques to communicate ideas, ask questions, and give directions

· Give three-four step directions to complete a simple task

· Distinguish between a speaker's fact and opinion

· Formulate questions to investigate topics

	Content Standard 1.0: Students know and use analysis skills and strategies to comprehend new words encountered in text.

	Level V
	· Students will use knowledge of phonics, structural elements and syntax to read and to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words in context.

· Students will identify and use knowledge of common Greek- and Latin-derived roots and affixes to determine the meaning of words in context.

· Students will determine the meanings and other features of unknown words and derivations of words, using dictionaries and glossaries.

· Students will use knowledge of vocabulary and context clues to determine meanings of unknown words.

· Students will identify pre-reading strategies, such as accessing prior knowledge, predicting, previewing, and setting a purpose to improve comprehension.

	ELP Standard 1.0:  Students develop reading fluency in English.

	Level IV
	· Students will develop knowledge of phonics, structural elements, and syntax to read and to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words in context.

· Students will increase knowledge of prefixes, suffixes, roots, or base words to determine the meaning of words in context.

· Students will increase knowledge of common Greek- and Latin-derived roots and affixes to determine the meaning of words in context.

	Level III
	· Students will gain knowledge of content vocabulary.

· Students will apply Greek and Latin affixes to determine meaning.

· Students will use phonics and structural analysis to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words in context.

· Students will use strategies of accessing prior knowledge, predicting, previewing, and setting purpose to improve comprehension.

· Students will use knowledge of word families, phonics, and structural elements to read and to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words in context.

	Level II
	· Students will read and understand the meaning of high-frequency words.

· Students will picture and context clues to determine meaning of unknown words.

· Students will access prior knowledge to predict and preview for comprehension.

· Students will determine meaning of unknown words using dictionaries.

	Level I


	· Students will identify letter/sound relationships.

· Students will know alphabet and phonics to decode words.

· Students will use prior knowledge to decode.

· Using L1 for meaning and decoding strategies.

· Students will determine meaning of unknown words using bilingual dictionaries.

· Student will recognize English letters and phonetic sound relationships.


	Content Standard 2.0: Students will use reading process skills and strategies to build comprehension in English

	Level V
	· Students will identify pre-reading strategies, such as accessing prior knowledge, predicting, previewing, and setting a purpose to improve comprehension.

· Students will select and use self-correcting strategies to gain meaning from text.

· Students will apply skills and strategies of summarizing, paraphrasing, and drawing conclusions to aid comprehension.

· Students will use note taking, outlining, and summarizing to organize and understand information from text.

· Students will adjust reading rate to suit difficulty and type of text.

	LEP Standard 2.0: Students use language-learning strategies to extend their communicative competence in English across all content areas.

	Level IV
	· Students will use graphic organizers to access prior knowledge.

· Students will predict and preview, and set a purpose.

· Students will use self-correcting strategies to gain meaning.

· Students will apply skills and strategies of summarizing, paraphrasing,. and drawing conclusions to aid comprehension.

	Level III
	· Students will use pre-reading strategies that aid in comprehension.

· Students will use self-correcting strategies.

· Students will recall essential points in the text.

· Students will make predictions.

	Level II
	· Students will identify pre-reading strategies that aid in comprehension.

· Students will identify self-correcting strategies.

· Students will recall the main idea.

	Level I
	· Students will use prior knowledge to access comprehension.

· With teacher assistance, students will be introduced to reading process skills and strategies to build comprehension in English.

· Teacher models high-frequency words and print to read simple text.

· With teacher assistance, students will use pre-reading strategies to aid comprehension.

· With teacher assistance, students will begin to use self-correcting strategies.


	Content Standard 3.0:  Students read to comprehend, interpret, and evaluate literature in English from a variety of authors, cultures, and times

	Level V
	· Students will use knowledge of character, setting plot, conflict, and resolution to comprehend a variety of words.

· Students will make inferences about and compare characters’ traits; make predictions about conflicts and resolutions; check text for verification.

· Students will identify cultural influences in literature.

· Students will identify themes in a variety of reading selections.

· Students will locate figurative language, including simile, metaphor, and personification in text.

· Students will identify structures of stories, plays, and non-fiction selections.

	LEP Standard 3.0:  Students read and demonstrate comprehension of written content related material.

	Level IV
	· Students will make inferences about a character’s trait.

· Students will check text for verification.

· Students will read a variety of authors from different cultures and times.

· Students will compare characters’ traits using text for verification.

· Students will be able to identify historical events.

· Students will locate figuratively language, including simile, metaphor, and personification in a variety of text.

· Students will identify implied themes in a variety of reading selections.

	Level III
	· Students will be able to analyze simple elements of a story, such as settings, characters, and plots.

· Students will restate the logical and sequential development of a story.

· Students will begin to generate alternative endings to stories.

· Students will compare and contrast different versions of the same story.

· Students will identify simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, and hyperbole.

· Students will be able to distinguish between poetry and prose.

	Level II
	· Students will be able to sequence events from picture books.

· Students will be able to identify cultures and eras.

· Students will listen to and read stories from cultures and eras.

· Students will identify simple character traits.

· Students will identify rhythm, rhyme and alliteration.

· Students will read and identify poetry and prose.

	Level I
	· With teacher assistance, students will retell a beginning, middle, and end of high picture support books and familiar stories.

· Students will listen to stories from different cultures and eras.

· Students will be able to construct beginning, middle, and end of wordless picture books.

· Students will be able to identify characters and setting.

· Student will listen for rhythm, rhyme and alliteration.

· Students will listen to a variety of poetry and prose.


	Content Standard 4.0; Students will be able to read for comprehension, interpretation, and evaluation of informal texts in English for specific purposes

	Level V
	· Students will use information from titles, tables of contents, chapter headings, glossaries, indexes, diagrams, charts, and maps to comprehend text.

· Students will compare main ideas and important concepts of various texts.

· Students will develop hypotheses based upon prior knowledge and information from text.

· Students will draw conclusions about text and support them with textual evidence from a variety of sources.

· Students will read and follow multi-step directions to complete a task.

	LEP Standard 4.0: Students demonstrate comprehension of content related vocabulary sufficiently to construct and apply academic knowledge.

	Level IV
	· Students will distinguish between cause and effect, fact and opinion, and main idea and supporting details.

· Students will distinguish essential information from titles, table of contents, chapter headings, glossaries, indexes to locate information for specific purposes.

· Students will draw conclusions about text.

· Students will read and follow three and four-step directions to complete a simple task.

· Students will compare main ideas and important concepts of various texts.

	Level III
	· Students will use text to answer questions.

· Students will interpret information from diagrams, charts, and graphs.

· Students will identify and explain cause and effect.

· Students will be able to identify the main idea and supporting details in text.

· Students will interpret information from diagrams, charts, and graphs.

· Students will ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal and inferential information in text.

	Level II
	· Students will locate and use title, pictures, and names of author and illustrator to obtain information.

· Students will identify cause and effect and main idea.

· Students will read and follow simple directions to perform a task.

· Students will begin to ask questions to gain understanding of important information in a text.

· Students will locate table of contents and chapter headings.

	Level I
	· Teachers will demonstrate that printed materials provide information.

· Students will begin to recall simple information.

· Students will distinguish between statements and questions.

· With teacher assistance, students will be able to follow a simple written direction.


	Content Standard 5.0: Students write a variety of text that inform, persuade, describe, evaluate or tell a story appropriate to purpose and audience.

	Level V
	· Students will be able to write informative papers with a clear focus using a variety of sources.

· Students will write friendly letters, formal letters, thank you letters, and invitations in an appropriate format for a specific audience and purpose.

· Students will write a narrative or story that moves through a logical sequence of events and includes details to develop the plot, characters, and setting.

· Students will write responses to literary selections using supporting details.

· Students will be able to write expository texts with supporting details.

	ELP Standard 5.0: Students write in a variety of forms with increasing accuracy of syntax and structure to effectively address a specific purpose and audience across all content areas.

	Level IV
	· Students will locate, acknowledge, and use at least at least three sources to write an informative paper.

· Students will write friendly letters, formal letters, thank you letters, and invitations that address audience concerns, stated purpose, and context and that include the date, proper salutation, body, closing, and signature.

· Students will write a narrative or story that moves through a logical sequence of events, provides insight into why the incident is notable, and includes details to develop the plot.

· Students will write compositions that retell events of a story in sequence.

· Students will write compositions with a main idea and supporting details.

· Students will write short expository texts with supporting details.

	Level III
	· Students will use at least two sources to write an informative paper.

· Students will be able to write friendly letters.

· Students will write stories and poems.

· Students will write responses to literature.

	Level II
	· Students will use a source to write a simple informative paper.

· Students will write a friendly note.

· Students will write simple stories.

· Students will write, with teacher assistance responses to literature.

	Level I
	· With teacher assistance students will draw or write in response to information.

· Students will draw or write, to communicate.

· Students will draw or write stories about familiar experiences and events.

· Students will draw or write responses to literature.


	Content Standard 6.0: Students write with clear focus and logical development, evaluating revising, and editing for organization, style, tone, and word choice.

	Level V
	· Students will generate possible ideas for future writing through discussions and individual activities, such as brainstorming and clustering.

· Students will organize ideas through activities that draw upon sequencing and classifying skills.

· Students will write compositions of at least one paragraph with a main idea and supporting details.

· Students will revise drafts to improve meaning and focus of writing by adding and deleting words, sentences, and ideas.

· Students will edit for use of Standard English.

· Students will produce writing with a voice that shows awareness of an intended audience and purpose.

· Students will share drafts with others and consider making revisions based upon written responses.

	ELP Standard 6.0:  Students compose original texts in English utilizing appropriate syntax and grammatical structure across content areas.

	Level IV
	· Students will generate possible ideas for future writing through group activities such as brainstorming and discussions.

· Students will organize ideas through activities such as sequencing and classifying.

· Students will write simple compositions that address a single topic and include supporting sentences.

· Students will revise drafts, using an established rubric, to improve the coherence and logical progression of ideas.

· Students will edit for use of standard English.

· Students will produce writing with voice for given audiences.

· Students will share writing with others, listen to responses, and make revisions to drafts based upon reader responses.


	ELP Standard 6.0:  Students compose original texts in English utilizing appropriate syntax and grammatical structure across content areas.

	Level III
	· Students will generate possible ideas for future writing by recalling experiences, talking, drawing, and hearing stories.

· Students will organize ideas through activities such as listing, webbing, and clustering.

· Students will write stories or other compositions.

· Students will revise writing for detail and clarity.

· With teacher assistance, students will edit for correct word usage.

· Students will produce writing for given audience.

· Students will share writing with others and listen to responses.

	Level II
	· With teacher assistance, students will generate and select ideas for writing.

· With teacher assistance, students will organize and sequence ideas through drawing and discussing.

· With teacher assistance, students will write stories or other compositions.

· With teacher assistance, students will revise writing to include details.

· With teacher assistance, students will edit for correct word usage.

· Students will identify an audience for writing.

· Students will read and share writing with others.

	Level I
	· With teacher assistance, students will be able to select ideas for writing.

· With teacher assistance, students will organize and sequence ideas generated through group discussions.

· With teacher assistance, students will draw or write simple stories.

· Students will share drawings or writing with others.


	Content Standard 7.0; Students write using Standard English grammar, usage, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

	Level V
	· Students will identify and correctly use pronoun/antecedent agreement, subject/verb agreement, and verb tenses in writing simple, compound, and complex sentences.

· Students will write compound and complex sentences.

· Students will use correct punctuation in compound sentences; use irregular and plural possessives.

· Students will rules of capitalization.

· Students will use correct spelling of frequently used words applying various spelling strategies and high-frequency spelling rules.

	ELP Standard 7.0:  Students write in English using correct basic English grammar conventions including punctuation, spelling, capitalization and usage.

	Level IV
	· Students will correctly use the rules of capitalization.

· Students will correctly spell words containing r-controlled vowels, blends, digraphs, and irregular words.

· Students will create readable and legible compositions, adhering to margins and correct spacing between letters in a word and words in a sentence.

· Students will use correct spelling of frequently used words.

· Students will use correct punctuation in compound sentences; use irregular and plural possessives.

· Students will identify and correctly use subject/verb agreement and past, present and future verb tenses in writing to write simple and compound and complex sentences.

	Level III
	· Students will identify complete and incomplete sentences in writing.

· Students will identify and use nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, and adverbs in writing.

· Students will correctly use subject/verb agreement and past, present verb tenses in writing simple sentences.

· Students will demonstrate their understanding of declarative, interrogative, imperative and exclamatory sentences.

· Students will use quotation marks in dialogue; punctuate city and state, dates, and titles of books.

· Students will use correct spellings of words containing short, and long vowels.

· Students will correctly use rules of capitalization.

	Level II
	· Students will use nouns and verbs in writing.

· Students will write complete sentences.

· Students will use end punctuation, identify contractions and possessives.

· Students will identify and use nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives in writing.

· Students will correctly spell CVC words and frequently used words.

· Students will create readable compositions that are legible.


	ELP Standard 7.0:  Students write in English using correct basic English grammar conventions including punctuation, spelling, capitalization and usage.

	Level I
	· Students will capitalize first letters of own first and last names, names of months, days of the week and words at the beginning of sentences.

· Students will correctly spell their own first and last names.

· Students will form letters correctly.

· Students will print legibly using left-to-right, top-to-bottom directionality and correct spacing between letters and words.

· With direct teacher instruction, students will be able to identify nouns and verbs.

· Students will copy teacher-modeled sentences.


	Content Standard 8.0: Students listen to and evaluate oral communications for content, style, speaker’s purpose, and audience appropriateness.

	Level V
	· Students will interpret speaker’s verbal and non-verbal messages and distinguish fact from opinion.

· Students will listen to identify how speaking techniques are used to convey a message.

· Students will recognize that language and dialect usage vary in different contexts, regions, and cultures.

· Students will be able to follow oral directions to complete a complex task.

	ELP Standard 8.0:  Students listen and evaluate spoken conversation or discourse with a variety of audiences such as formal, consultative, casual, and intimate language registers.

	Level IV
	· Students will retell and explain what has been said by a speaker

· Students will listen to connect prior experiences, insights, and ideas to the message of a speaker.

· Students will follow three- and four-step oral directions to complete a simple task.

· Students will interpret speaker’s verbal and non-verbal message and distinguish fact from opinion.

	Level III
	· Students will listen to a variety of dialects.

· Students will determine the purpose(s) for listening, such as to obtain information, to solve problems, or for enjoyment.

· Students will attend and respond to public presentations and a variety of media.

· Students will be able to follow two-step oral directions to complete a task.

	Level II
	· Students will identify purposes for listening such as to obtain information, to solve problems, or for enjoyment.

· Students will attend and respond to presentations.

· Students will follow simple oral directions to complete a task.

	Level I
	· Students will listen for a variety of purposes such as to obtain information, to solve problems, or for enjoyment.

· Students will attend and respond to stories and group discussions.

· Students will listen to and follow an oral direction.


	Content Standard 9.0: Students speak using organization, style, tone, voice, and media aids appropriate to audience and purpose.

	Level V
	· Students will select and use varied vocabulary and apply Standard English to communicate ideas.

· Students will select and use appropriate public speaking techniques such as rate, pace, and enunciation.

· Students will give organized presentations that demonstrate a clear viewpoint.

· Students will read aloud and recite literary, dramatic, and original works.

· Students will give clear and concise directions to complete a task.

	ELP Standard 9.0:  Students communicate orally in English using correct syntax and connotation in social and academic setting.

	Level IV
	· Students will use specific varied vocabulary and apply Standard English to communicate ideas.

· Students will use appropriate public speaking techniques such as volume control and eye contact.

· Students will present ideas and supporting details in a logical sequence with a beginning, middle, and ending.

· Students will read aloud and recite prose and poetry with fluency, rhythm, pace, appropriate intonation, and vocal patterns.

· Students will give clear three- and four-step directions to complete a simple task.

	Level III
	· Students will select and use specific vocabulary.

· Students will speak clearly at an understandable pace.

· Students will make oral presentations that maintain a clear focus.

· Students will recount experiences and tell stories that move through a logical sequence of events and include character and setting.

· Students will give clear directions to complete a simple task.

	Level II
	· Students will use varied vocabulary to communicate ideas.

· Students will be able to speak clearly at an understandable pace.

· Students will present ideas and ask questions in small and large groups.

· Students will be able to recount experiences and retell stories in sequence.

· Students will be able to give clear directions to complete a simple task.

	Level I
	· Students will use and expand vocabulary to communicate ideas.

· Students will speak clearly.

· Students will share and respond to ideas.

· Students will relate experiences and retell stories.

· Students will give clear directions to complete a simple task.

	Content Standard 10.0: Students participate in discussions to offer information, clarify ideas, and support a position

	Level V
	Students will contribute to and listen attentively in conversations and group discussions.

Students will ask and answer questions with relevant details to clarify ideas.

Students will share ideas, opinions, and information with increasing clarity and effectiveness.

Students will identify and express opinions and state facts.

	ELP Standard 10.0:  Students convey through oral language their own thoughts about situations, experiments, abstract ideas, and concepts with enough detail for native English speakers to comprehend meaning.

	Level IV
	Students will distinguish between a speaker’s opinion and verifiable facts with increased understanding.

Students will contribute to and listen attentively in conversations and group discussions.

Students will ask and answer questions with relevant details to clarify ideas.

Students will share ideas, opinions, and information with increasing clarity and effectiveness.

Students will identify and express opinions and state facts.

	Level III
	Students will ask and answer questions to gather and provide information.

Students will present ideas and information in groups.

Students will speak and listen attentively in conversations and group discussions.

Students will share ideas and information to complete a task.

	Level II
	Students will demonstrate turn-taking in conversations and group discussions.

Students will be able to ask and answer questions to gather and provide information.

Students will share ideas and information in small groups.

Students will demonstrate turn-taking and eye contact in conversations and group discussions.

	Level I
	Students will demonstrate turn-taking in conversations and group discussions.

Students will be able to ask and answer questions.

Students will share ideas and information.


	Content Standard 11.0: With teacher assistance, students formulate research questions, use a variety of sources to obtain information, weigh the evidence, draw valid conclusions and present findings

	Level V
	· Students will be able to formulate research questions and establish a focus and purpose for inquiry.

· Students will use a variety of library resources, media, and technology to find information on a topic.

· Students will give credit for others’ ideas, images, and information by listing sources used in research.

· Students will organize and record information using note taking from print and non-print resources.

· Students will present research findings for different purposes and audiences using various media.

	ELP Standard 11.0: Students are able to access and utilize available library and technical resources to make cultural and academic connections across content areas.

	Level IV
	· Students will formulate questions to investigate topics.

· Students will use a variety of library resources, media, and technology to find information on a topic.

· Students will give credit for other’ ideas, images, and information.

· Students will list sources used in research.

· Students will organize and record information using note taking from print and non-print resources.

	Level III
	· Students will formulate questions to explore areas of interest.

· Students will locate and use information from reference materials and technology.

	Level II
	· Students will formulate questions, with teacher assistance, to explore areas of interest.

· Students will use, with teacher assistance, reference materials and technology.

	Level I
	· Students will use, with teacher assistance, reference materials and technology.


Performance Level Indicators

English Language Proficiency Standards

Fourth Grade

	Level I
	With guidance and teacher-modeled direct instruction the students will listen to, select, name, label, and respond to a variety of literature models to improve English reading skills and vocabulary development, especially through participation in structured classroom activities involving listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

	Level II
	With continued teacher-modeled direct instruction the students will respond to, label, select, choose, categorize, recall, or retell using a variety of written, visual, and oral text.  Students will demonstrate the acquisition of higher level reading skills and vocabulary development.

	Level III
	Students will use, describe, define, restate, summarize, contrast, explain, compare, and categorize with greater independence and self-expression using a variety of literature, authors, and genre.  Student will build on past levels of development to improve comprehension and use English reading skills with an increasingly complex vocabulary.

	Level IV
	Student will analyze, create, defend, evaluate, predict, examine, support, debate, and justify ideas using a variety of literature to demonstrate proficiency of English language and vocabulary, in reading, writing, and oral communication for comprehension and academic achievement.

	Level V
	Students demonstrate mastery of English listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills to fully participate in the L2 classroom.
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