NEVADA

ESL English Language Proficiency Standards

Seventh Grade

The following document includes the leveled skills that are linked to the State of Nevada Content Standards by grade levels.  Included are the measurable achievement objectives for each grade level and proficiency level as defined by years in the instructional program.  

Seventh Grade:

During this year, students will be introduced to English reading skills and vocabulary development through active participation in the classroom activities.

Skills that indicate the level of proficiency in English at the Seventh Grade level are as follows:

Level 1 – A student will be able to 

Level II – A student will be able to 

Level III – A student will be able to:

Level IV – A student will be able to:

Level V:  A student will be able to:

	Content Standard 1.0 Students know and use word analysis skills and strategies to comprehend new words encountered in text.

	Level V
	· Students can identify Greek- and Latin- derived roots and affixes encountered in reading across the curriculum.

· Students will compare and contrast the meanings of closely related words.

· Students can explain differences between literal and figurative language in text.

	ELP Standard 1.0 Students develop reading fluency in English.

	Level IV
	· Students use their knowledge of word origins and word relationships, as well as historical and literacy context clues, to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of grade-level- appropriate words.

· Students use textbooks, dictionaries, thesaurus, etc. to work with similarities      and opposites in context across the curriculum.

	Level III
	· Students use knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, homophones, and homographs to understand readable text.

· Students use active vocabulary to build comprehension through related words and word families

	Level II
	· Students use basic vocabulary to build comprehension through related words.

· Students can apply basic knowledge of emerging vocabulary to identify words in text. (Such as: glossaries, textbooks, key words, picture dictionaries).

· Students can use knowledge of vowel digraphs and controlled letter-sound associations, to read words.

· Students can read simple one-syllable and high frequency words (ex: sight-words).

	Level I
	· Students can distinguish initial, medial and final sounds in single-syllable words.

· Students are able to create and state a series of rhyming words, including consonant blends.

· Students can add, delete, or change target sounds to change words (ex: change cow to how; pan to an).  

· Students begin to use graphic organizers to assist in reading comprehension.

· Students can generate sounds from all letters and letter patterns, including consonant blends and long and short vowel patterns (ex: phonograms), and blend those sounds into recognizable words.

· Students can read common word families (ex: -ite, -ill, -ate).


	Content Standard 2.0: Students use reading process skills and strategies to build comprehension in English.

	Level V
	· Students can determine techniques for building background knowledge to aid comprehension.

· Students can confirm, deny, and revise predictions while reading.

· Students can make inferences from text to aid comprehension.

· Students can select and apply appropriate strategies to aid comprehension.

· Students can adjust reading rate to suit structure of content area texts, newspapers, and other media.

	ELP Standard 2.0: Students use language-learning strategies to extend their communicative competence in English across all content areas.

	Level IV
	· Students use pre-reading strategies such as accessing prior knowledge (schema), predicting, previewing, and setting a purpose to make reasonable predictions and to improve comprehension.

· Students analyze idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similes to infer the literal and figurative meanings of phrases.

· Students monitor expository text for unknown words or words with novel meanings by using word, sentence, and paragraph clues to determine meaning.

· Students can use strategies such as hypothesizing and predicting, while reading a story or text.

	Level III
	· Students can understand and explain the figurative and metaphorical use of words in context.

· Students can make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in text itself.

· Students can use pre-reading strategies which aid comprehension such as:  accessing prior knowledge, predicting, previewing, drawing conclusions, locating known and unknown words, and setting a purpose.

· Students can use sentence and word context to find meaning of unknown word(s).

· Students demonstrate skimming and scanning text for important information.

· Students can use graphic organizers such as “mapping” and “T” charts to sort out new information.

	Level II
	· Students acquire skills to identify unfamiliar words and phrases in text to gain understanding.

· Students can identify self-correcting strategies, self-monitoring, crosschecking, reading ahead and re-reading.

· Students can identify facts and details in order to recall main idea of the text while reading.

	Level I
	· Students can identify and highlight unfamiliar words in text.

· Students can use pre-reading strategies that aid comprehension.

· Students show relationships of titles, pictures, and graphics in text, with teacher assistance.


	Content Standard 3.0: Students read to comprehend, interpret, and evaluate literature in English from a variety of authors, cultures, and times.

	Level V
	· Students can distinguish between main plot and subplot, identify various types of conflict, and determine how an incident gives rise to the next event or foreshadows a future event.

· Students can compare and contrast the actions of different characters as they react to various circumstances of the plot.

· Students can make inferences about an author’s cultural and historical perspective as supported by the text.

· Students can compare a variety of themes and cite textual evidence to support claims.

· Students can interpret examples of imagery and explain their sensory impact.

· Students can determine the effects of an author’s use of point of view such as first vs. third, limited vs. omniscient, and subjective vs. objective.

· Students can identify characteristics and elements of various literary forms. 

	ELP Standard 3.0: Students read and demonstrate comprehension of written content related material.

	Level IV
	· Students can compare and contrast plots, settings, and characters in a variety of works and by a variety of authors in English.

· Students can compare characters from previously studied stories or events and current reading.

· Students can activate prior knowledge about characters, plots, and settings for other familiar stories.

· Students can use graphic organizers to discuss similarities and differences of characters/events.

	Level III
	· Students can analyze simple elements of a story such as: settings, characters, and plot. (Ex: literature circle discussions, group discussions, story mapping, thinking maps, Venn diagrams, and other graphic organizers).

· Students can compare and contrast stories from different cultures and eras in English.

	Level II


	· Students can read and respond to a wide variety of significant text types.

· Students can distinguish between the structural features of the text and the literary terms or elements. (Ex: theme, plot, setting, characters).

· Students can create timelines and plot graphs to demonstrate comprehension, story from text, novel, short story, etc.

· Students can read fairy tales/fables/folklores from various countries, with teacher assistance.


	Content Standard 3.0: Students read and demonstrate comprehension of written content related material.

	Level I
	· Students can represent a story/text by illustrating pictures, words, music, or dramas.

· Students can read and identify poetry and prose in English, with teacher assistance.

· Students can identify rhythm, rhyme, and alliteration in English.

· Students can listen to and read stories from different cultures and eras in English.

· Students can make reasonable assertions about text through accurate supportive citations.


	Content Standard 4.0:Students read to comprehend, interpret, and evaluate informational texts in specific purposes.

	Level V
	· Students can compare and contrast the features and elements of consumer materials to gain meaning from text.

· Students can identify and trace the development of an author’s argument, viewpoint, or perspective in text.

· Students can paraphrase and synthesize information from several sources to demonstrate comprehension.

· Students can assess the reasonableness and adequacy of the evidence used to support an author’s position.

· Students can identify unsupported inferences, faulty reasoning, and propaganda techniques in texts.

· Students can read and follow multi-step directions to complete a complex task.

	ELP Standard 4.0: Students demonstrate comprehension of content related vocabulary sufficiently to construct and apply academic knowledge.

	Level IV
	· Students can use details to support an author’s opinion/position.

· Students can identify misleading information in text, which may lead to faulty reasoning, unsupported inferences, and propaganda in text.

· Students can ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal and inferential information in English text.

· Students can use higher level thinking questions (Ex: Synthesis, evaluation, etc).

· Students can read and follow three and four step directions to complete a task in English.

	Level III
	· Students can ask questions to gain understanding of important information in text in English.

· Students can support or debate an author’s point of view.

· Students can discern main ideas and concepts presented in text by identifying and assessing evidence that supports those ideas

	Level II


	· Students can identify an author’s point of view from a story or text.

· Students can identify and explain fact and opinion.

· Students can describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organization, and purpose.

	Level I
	· Students can introduce new vocabulary through the environment.

· Students can locate, with teacher assistance, titles, authors, graphs, pictures, subtitles, table of contents, index, glossaries, and maps from stories, newspapers, texts, brochures, web pages, manuals, etc.

· Students can lead and follow a simple direction to perform a task in English.


	Content Standard 5.0: Students write a variety of texts that inform, persuade, describe, evaluate or tell a story appropriate to purpose and audience.

	Level V

Exceeds ELP Standards
	· Students can write informative papers that have a structured beginning, middle, and conclusion and draw upon a variety of sources.

· Students can convert text into visual formats, such as charts and graphs for a specific audience and purpose.

· Students can write narratives or short stories that include appropriate transitional words or phrases.

· Students can write responses to literary selections that demonstrate an understanding of theme supported by examples from the text.

· Students can write summaries of procedures such as a science lab experiment or an explanation of how to solve a math problem.

· Students can write position papers with a clear beginning, middle, and ending that offer persuasive evidence in support of the position.

	ELP Standard 5.0:  Students write in a variety of forms with increasing accuracy of syntax and structure to effectively address a specific purpose and audience across all content areas.

	Level IV


	· Students write research reports that use a variety of primary and secondary sources and distinguish the nature and value of each.

· Students write clear, coherent, and focused essays.  The writing exhibits the students’ awareness of the audience and purpose. Students show progress through the stages of the writing process.

· Students write friendly letters, formal letters, thank-you letters, and invitations that address audience concerns, stated purpose, and context.  Writing samples should include a date, proper salutation, body, closing, signature, and correct address.

	Level III


	· Students can write the conclusion to an open-ended story or writing prompt.

· Students can write a paragraph that retells the events of a story in sequence in English.

· Students can use a graphic organizer to outline writing selection.

· Students can use the computer for word processing when writing.

	Level II


	· Students can develop story mapping and outlining to organize paragraphs and details.

· Students can develop use of computer for word processing.

· Students can develop a paragraph that retells the events of a story in sequence in English.

· Students can write a simple response to literature in English.


	Content Standard 5.0:  Students write in a variety of forms with increasing accuracy of syntax and structure to effectively address a specific purpose and audience across all contents areas.

	Level I


	· Students copy information about a subject from the teacher’s model.

· Students can use a source to write a simple informative paper in English.

· Students can write friendly notes in English.

· Students copy a dictated note to parents, teachers, etc. for holidays, thank-you notes, etc.

· Students can use the “shared writing” response to literature.

· Students use story frames and mapping when writing longer projects.

· Students will acquire basic computer skills with teacher assistance.

· Students use story maps with pictures to write about literature. (Students add a caption to the picture from the story).


	Content Standard 6.0: Students write with a clear focus and logical development, evaluating, revising, and editing for organization, style, tone, and word choice.

	Level V
	· Students generate ideas for writing by responding to stimuli such as current events and magazine articles.

· Students select and use organizing techniques appropriate to the purpose for writing.

· Students write compositions that focus on a main topic supported by relevant examples, anecdotes, and/or details.

· Students revise writing to improve organization and word choice, to check the logic of the ideas and the precision of the vocabulary, and to meet the criteria of a rubric.

· Students edit for use of Standard English.

· Students produce writing with a voice that addresses an intended audience and purpose.

· Students share final drafts with a designated audience. 

	ELP Standards 6.0:  Students compose original texts in English utilizing appropriate syntax and grammatical structure across content areas.

	Level IV
	· Students write clear, coherent, and focused essays.  The writing exhibits the students’ awareness of the audience and purpose.

· Students can write essays that contain introductions, supporting evidence, and conclusions while incorporating the six traits of the writing process.

· Students edit and revise own written assignments, using an established rubric, to improve the coherence and logical progression of ideas with attention to introductions, transitions, and conclusions.

· Students introduce use of transitional words to create strong sequential writing.

	Level III
	· Students align the use of transitional words to create sequential writing.

· Students can partake in various writing activities for use of Standard English (ex: translators, spell check, peer editing, group work, teacher-assistance, dictionaries, etc.).

· Students can expand vocabulary by introducing synonyms and appropriate language for the audience.

	Level II


	· Students can write across the curriculum, with teacher assistance, stories and other compositions such as personal narratives, journal entries, friendly letters and poem in English.

· Students will develop sequence events on timelines.

· Students will begin to develop writing letters using a frame and word banks.

· Students will model writing activities using the think aloud method.

· Students will use peer editing with specific conventions targeted (punctuation, spelling, and capitalization).

· Students can use organization and sequencing techniques, with teacher assistance, when utilizing the writing process.


	ELP Standards 6.0:  Students compose original texts in English utilizing appropriate syntax and grammatical structure across content areas.

	Level I
	· Students will relate writing sources and ideas to students’ own experiences (ex: shopping, movies, music, current events, pictures, newspapers, etc.).

· Students will generate pre-wiring activities, with teacher assistance, that may include: brainstorming, thinking maps, graphic organizers, etc.


	Content Standard 7.0: Students write using Standard English grammar, usage, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

	Level V
	· Students use correct verb tense and subject/verb agreement in writing.

· Student use varied sentence structure in writing.

· Students can identify and correctly use hyphens and parentheses; use correct punctuation in complex sentences.

· Students can use rules of capitalization.

· Students can demonstrate conventional spelling.

	ELP Standard 7.0: Students write in English using correct basic English grammar conventions including punctuation, spelling, capitalization and usage.

	Level IV
	· Students will demonstrate an understanding of and write complete declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences. 

· Students will write using Standard English though the use of journals, constructive essays free of fragment and run-on sentences, comma splices, and spelling errors.

· Students will use words in writing containing affixes, contractions, compounds, and common homophones (ex: bear-bare, etc.) and words necessary to topic in English.

· Students will edit independent writing for correct spelling using dictionaries or word lists.

	Level III
	· Students can identify complete and incomplete sentences in writing in English.

· Students will capitalize first word of a sentence, proper noun, and initials in English.

· Students will write in complete sentences that have been orally dictated in English.

· Students write clear and coherent sentence4s and paragraphs that develop a central idea.

· Students can use nouns verbs, pronouns, adjectives, and adverbs in writing.

	Level II


	· Students capitalize beginnings of sentences and use correct end punctuation.

· Students can demonstrate the use of nouns, verbs and pronouns in writing.

· Students can demonstrate the ability to write complete sentences.

	Level I
	· Students can begin to use nouns, verbs, and pronouns in writing.

· Students can capitalize names, months, days of the week, with teacher assistance, in writing.

· Students can begin associating nouns and concrete verbs with the written word.

· Students can write simple sentences with subject verb agreement, with teacher assistance.

· Students can use beginning and ending punctuation when writing, with teacher assistance.


	Content Standard 8.0: Students listen to and evaluate oral communications for content, style, speaker’s purpose, and audience appropriateness.

	Level V
	· Students interpret speaker’s verbal and non-verbal messages and identify the main idea.

· Students determine a speaker’s attitude toward the subject by evaluating the use of speaking techniques.

· Students recognize colloquialisms and jargon as reflections of contexts, regions, and cultures.

· Students follow multi-step oral directions to complete a task.

	ELP Standard 8.0: Students listen and evaluate spoken conversation or discourse with a variety of audiences such as forma, consultative, casual, and intimate language registers.

	Level IV
	· Students can ask probing questions to elicit information including evidence to support the speaker.

· Students can use in depth thinking skills to work on problem solving skills (ex: lab demonstrations, math problems, etc.).

· Students will listen to connect prior experiences, insights, and ideas to the message of a speaker to formulate thoughtful questions and statements in English.

· Students can follow multi-step directions in a sentence to complete a simple task in English.

· Students are able to observe or preview an activity and repeat what happened in sequence.

	Level III
	· Students follow three and four-step directions in sequence to complete a simple task in English.

· Students attend and respond to public presentations and a variety of media in English.

· Students can distinguish among different dialects in English.

· Students can understand idiomatic phrases used by peers, adults, and other members of society.

	Level II


	· Students can determine the purpose(s) for listening, such as to obtain information, to solve problems, or for enjoyment in English.

· Students demonstrate a distinction between different dialects in English.

· Students can follow one and two-step oral directions to complete a task in English.

· Students are able to give directions to other students, adults, etc., to complete a task during a game, writing activity, etc.

	Level I
	· Students follow simple directions and instructions in English.

· Students attend and respond to presentations in English.

· Students read English passages aloud to students from musical lyrics or environmental print which uses idiomatic phrases, or misunderstood phrases through literal translations.

· Students follow simple oral direction to complete a task in English.


	Content Standard 9.0: Students speak using organization, style, tone, voice, and media aids appropriate to audience and purpose.

	Level V
	· Students use specific and varied vocabulary and apply Standard English to communicate ideas.

· Students develop and deliver presentations that integrate appropriate public speaking techniques and media aides.

· Students organize and deliver a persuasive speech appropriate to audience and purpose.

· Students read aloud or recite literary, dramatic, and original works.

· Students give clear and concise multi-step directions to complete a task.

	ELP Standard 9.0: Students communicate orally in English using correct syntax and connotation in social and academic settings.

	Level IV
	· Students read narrative and expository text aloud with grade appropriate fluency and accuracy and with appropriate pacing, intonation, and expression.

· Students can plan and conduct multi-step oral informational/demonstrations to complete as task.

· Students use jargon and coins phrases for use in specific environment (ex: work place, computer lab, science lab, etc.).

· Students can read aloud and recite prose and poetry with fluency, rhythm, pace, appropriate intonation, and vocal patterns in English.

· Students can deliver research presentations that include evidence generated through formal research process.

	Level III
	· Students recount experiences and tell stories that move through a logical sequence of events and include character and setting in English.

· Students respond to questioning techniques that involve recall, inference, and summarizing.

· Students make oral presentations that maintain a clear focus in English.

	Level II


	· Students use varied vocabulary to communicate in English.

· Students can orally present information about him/herself.

· Students demonstrate clear directions to complete a simple task in English.

· Students read aloud fluently and accurately and with appropriate intonation and expression.

· Students speak clearly at an understandable pace in English, with teacher assistance.

· Students present ideas and ask questions in English in small and large groups.

	Level I
	· Students use limited vocabulary during varied activities, such as, vocabulary activities, games, peer interactions, teacher/student interactions, picture dictionaries, etc., with teacher assistance.

· Students give directions to complete a simple task in English

· Students recount experiences and retell stories in English, with teacher assistance.

· Students can use simple directions and directional vocabulary words.

· Students organize notebook and/or journal, with teacher assistance.


	Content Standard 10.0: Students participate in discussions to offer information, clarify ideas, and support a position.

	Level

V
	· Students provide constructive feedback when participating in conversations and group discussions.

· Students distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information offered in support of an opinion.

· Students participate in discussions in a variety of formats such as committees, panels, and debates.

· Students develop logical arguments in support of opinions.

	ELP Standard 10.0: Students convey through oral language their own thoughts about situations, experiments, abstract ideas, and concepts with enough detail for native English speakers to comprehend meaning.

	Level   IV
	· Students speak and listen attentively in conversations and group discussions, comparing points of view other than one’s own in English.

· Students discuss literacy and historical events while comparing the problems and solutions 

· Students ask pertinent questions and respond to those questions with relevant details in English.

· Students share ideas and information to complete a task in English.

	Level III
	· Students use eye contact and take turns in conversations and group discussions in English.

· Students hold simple debates and speeches in class while demonstrating listening skills.

· Students recall information from an event (ex: field trip, etc.) and participate in-group discussion in English.

· Students ask and answer questions to gather and provide information in English.

· Students present ideas and information in groups in English.

	Level II


	· Students demonstrate the identification of “key word” searches on the Internet or on an electronic encyclopedia.

· Students provide answers to simple questions in English.

· Students demonstrate turn-taking in conversations and group discussions in English.

· Students are able to discuss current events in English, in small group settings.

	Level I
	· Students share ideas and information in small groups in English.

· Students use turn-taking in conversations and group discussions in English, with teacher assistance/modeling.

· Students ask and answer questions to gather and provide information in English.

· Students identify “key word” searches on the Internet or on an electronic encyclopedia, with teacher assistance.

· Students provide answers to simple questions in English, with the use of picture cards, dictionaries, etc., with teacher assistance.


	Content Standard 11.0: Students formulate research questions, use a variety of sources to obtain information, weigh the evidence, draw valid conclusions and present findings

	Level V
	· Students formulate questions and statements of purpose to guide cross-curricular research.

· Students locate and use primary and secondary sources to investigate a research question.

· Students document research sources using a given format.

· Students record information using a self-selected note taking or organizational strategy.

· Students organize and present research findings using written text and/or media.

	ELP Standard 11.0: Students are able to access and utilize available library and technical resources to make cultural and academic connections across content areas.

	Level IV
	· Students ask probing questions to elicit information including evidence to support the speaker’s claims and conclusions.

· Student respond to persuasive messages with questions, challenges, or affirmations.

· Students support a position orally in a classroom debate.

· Students present a science report, term paper, or resume.

	Level III
	· Students emphasize salient points to assist the listener in following the main idea and concepts.

· Students ask questions to clarify ideas discussed in-group setting.

· Students provide an oral report in class based on research gathered from the Internet, or other educational resources.

	Level II


	· Students ask questions that seek information not already discussed.

· Students orally discuss characters from a story and determine how they are alike or dislike.

· Students orally demonstrate the ability to support a position on various topics (ex: education, values, etc.).

· Students demonstrate the ability to locate information by using the Internet, electronic encyclopedia, or other educational source.

	Level I
	· Students orally make and confirm predictions about a text, with teacher assistance.

· Students participate in oral discussions that compare and contrast items, characters, etc., with teacher assistance.

· Students orally share information based from their culture and compare that information to that of the United States, in small group settings, with teacher assistance.

· Students interview each other about common interests, vacations, countries, foods, sports, etc., with teacher assistance.
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