District Director’s Meeting
Nevada Department of Education, Board Room
Thursday, August 21, 2014
9:00-10:30AM
	Topic
	Notes

	Welcome
	 Cindy Sharp welcomed everyone who was able to attend.  

	State Board Updates


	Steve Canavero stated that the Nevada State Board of Education will be discussing the Smarter Balanced Assessments at the September 16th meeting.  Information will continue to evolve about the End of Course Assessments as they are being finalized.
The 5 main goals of the Nevada Department of Education were presented in draft form on August 14th. 

	Assessment Updates:

· Assessment calendar

· End of Course

· High School Brochure


	The Assessment calendar is a work in progress and will be sent out to districts as it becomes finalized.  
The current discussion about the End of Course exam testing window is around the 144th day.  Students who are eligible will be taking the EoC exams.  There will be two EoCs in math and two in English language arts. 
ACT sent an informational PowerPoint that was disseminated to District Directors.  The ACT will be taken via paper/pencil test. ACT accommodation deadline is 1/23/15.  The online order window is from 3/30- 4/8.

High school science tests will continue to be administered to 10th graders this year, with retakes for 11th and 12th graders required for graduation.  

	Testing Accommodations 


	Final draft of testing accommodations will be released to District Directors soon.  

	Nevada Alternate Assessment Update:
	The Nevada Alternate Assessment Program will hold an informational training on September 15th   from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM.  The training will be conducted via Webex and all districts representatives are requested to attend. 

	Communication Update
	Judy Osgood discussed the changes to the HS brochure.  This document will be available soon and will be sent out to District Directors. This new version will outline graduation requirements for students depending on their entrance cohort.
Fact sheets detailing the transition from the High School Proficiency Exam to the End of Couse Examinations are being completed.  These will be sent out to Districts Directors as soon as they are completed. 
All of the above documents will also be located on the Nevada Ready website.

	Social Studies Update
	Constitution Day is scheduled for September 17th.  
There will be a mock election conducted from October 20th -30th.  Please make sure to have students place their vote.
History Day will take place on March 14, 2015. For questions, please contact Christine Hull at chull@washoesschools.net 

	ELL Update

· Early Childhood

· AMAO
	Jonathon Gibson stated that he is working with the Early Childhood group in regards to ELL supports.  
The AMAOs will continue to be the same this year.

	Science Update


	The science standards were officially approved by the State Board of Education in August.

	CTE Update: 

· Assessment Calendar

· CTE College Credit Policy
	The Career and Technical Education (CTE) department will be piloting 14 new assessments this year.  The assessments will take place during two testing windows.  The windows will be 12/8-19 & 2/2-2/6.
There is a new retake policy for CTE exams this year.  There will be a 2 week testing window and students can only retake one assessment. 
The CTE College Credit (Tech prep articulated credit) is new this year too. 

	Next Steps and Future Meeting Dates
	Future dates for the District Directors meeting will take place on: November 20th, February 12th, and May 21st.


