District Director’s Meeting
Nevada Department of Education, Board Room
Thursday, February 13, 2014
9:00-10:30AM
	Purpose: To update district directors about NDE activities. 

Outcome: Provide districts and regional professional development providers with needed information from NDE. (Feedback from participants; distribution of information; reply to meetings, etc.)


	

	Topic
	Facilitator
	Notes: 

	Welcome
	  Sharp
	· Supplemental materials and questions will be sent to District Directors after the meeting along with the minutes.

	State Board Update

· End of Course (HSPE)
· College and Career  Readiness

· Science Standards
	Canavero

	End of Course:

· The first set of End of Course Exams will consist of - 2 Math & 2 ELA assessments.
· Students must pass each of the four exams to graduate.
· End of Course Exams need to be in place by next year (14-15)-10th graders will be the first class to take all four exams.
· The first set of End of Course Examinations will be based on the Nevada Academic Content Standards in Mathematics and ELA.
Science Standards

· Final adoption of Science Standards is on the February 26th State Board of Education agenda
· End of Course Assessment for Science is being planned for Class of 2019.

	Smarter Balanced Field Test

· Accommodations
	  King
	· SBAC.Portal.airast.org may assist districts with gathering more information about the Smarter Balanced field test. 
· Training is scheduled for March 17, 2014.  More information will follow in early March.  
· NDE will provide district directors with district level TIE (Test Information Engine) access.  


	Communication Update
	 Osgood
	· Nevada Ready! Campaign has begun.  For more information contact Judy Osgood at josgood@doe.nv.gov 


	Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment
	  Sharp 
	· The complete assessment system from Smarter Balanced includes a summative assessment, an interim assessment & access to the digital library which includes formative tools. 
· Early fall 2014 there will be a comprehensive fixed assessment available as an interim assessment from Smarter Balanced.  
· Mid Fall 2014 there will be a block fixed assessment available as an interim assessment from Smarter Balanced.  
· By 2015 there will be a block of adaptive assessments available as an interim assessment from Smarter Balanced.  
· In March and April Cindy Sharp will gather further information about the cost of the complete assessment system from Smarter Balanced and will share this information at our May meeting.  
· The digital library will be piloted in  April 2014, with additional access to others in May.

	Instructional Materials

· Phase III

· Formative Writing tools

· Social Studies Activities
	 Brancamp
	Instructional Materials Phase III

· The Instructional Materials Phase III are scheduled to be released in early May.
· Formative writing evaluations, tasks and rubrics are on the NDE website for grades 3-8. 
· Writing will be embedded in the 2015 ELA Smarter Balanced assessments.  
Social Studies February 2014 Update:
· Law Day is May 1 secondary students and teachers are all encouraged to participate through Edmodo and watch live. Please see the lesson guide to prepare students for this years’ theme “Why Every Vote Matters”. More details and lesson guide can be found here: http://lawday.nevadajudiciary.us/ 

· History Day is in need of judges, in both Reno and Las Vegas for the April 26th contests. This is a wonderful opportunity to see students ranging from 6-12 grade present their projects. Please fill out this interest form: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NHDinNVJudgeRecruit and visit our website to find out more: http://nevadanhd.weebly.com/ 

	ELL

· WIDA Assessment Window
	  Gibson
	· ELPA testing window has been extended to April 4th.  April 11th will be the final day to return material.  Reporting of results will occur on June 11th.
· 

	Teacher and Leaders Council 

· Validation Study Update
	Durish/ Vineyard


	· For further information about the Teacher and Leaders Council, please contact Dena Durish, Director of Educator Effectiveness
ddurish@doe.nv.gov; 702-668-4320
· In the spring of 2014 observation and data collection will be conducted for the validation study.  

	Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching
	   Gruber
	· Please nominate teachers who exude excellence in mathematics and/or science teaching at www.paemst.org
· The nomination deadline is April 1, 2014.  
· Teacher must complete their application by May 1, 2014.

	CTE Update: 

· Proposed retake policy for CTE assessments 
· Proposed policy changes to articulated postsecondary credit for secondary CTE coursework
	Poland
	· The CTE policy for assessment can be found in the Procedures for the Nevada Proficiency Examination Program  Manual and the Nevada High School CTE End-of-Program Technical Assessment and Workplace Readiness Assessment Test Coordinators Manual
· CTE candidates can only retake the CTE examination one time during the assessment window.
· District and/or candidate will be responsible for CTE assessment fees.

	Next Steps and Future Meeting Dates
	Sharp
	· The next Test Director meeting is scheduled for May 5, 2014.


