District Director’s Meeting
Nevada Department of Education, Board Room
Monday, May 5, 2014
9:00-10:30AM
	Purpose: To update district directors about NDE activities. 
Outcome: Provide districts and regional professional development providers with needed information from NDE. (Feedback from participants; distribution of information; reply to meetings, etc.)

	Topic
	Presenter/ Facilitator
	Notes:

	Welcome
	Cindy Sharp
	APAC Director, Cindy Sharp, welcomed all participants and thanked them for attending the meeting.  

	State Board Update

· End of Course (HSPE)

· College and Career  Readiness
	Steve Canavero


	· Revisions are being considered and discussed with the Legislative Council Bureau for language regarding the new graduation requirements for the class of 2017-2018. NDE is looking for a30 day turn around in regards to this updated language.
· The graduating classes of 2017 and 2018 will not have to pass HSPE for graduation.  Instead, these two graduating classes will have to pass 4 End of Course examinations (2- ELA and 2-mathematics).  For these two years only, students must participate in all 4 exams and either pass the aligned course or the exam in order to fulfill the graduation requirement.
· Cut scores will be determined by the State Board of Education after the field tests of the End of Course Assessments in spring 2015. 
· The Council to Establish Academic Standards meeting will be held on May 6th.  Approval will be requested for the prioritization of the Nevada Academic Content Standards assessed on the End of Course Assessments in mathematics and ELA at he meeting.
· The ELA I and ELA II End of Course Assessments will be combined into one assessment for the 2017 administration.
· NDE is working on a document that will demonstrate the sun setting of the HSPE and the onset of the End of Course Assessments.

· NDE conducted an RFI to get information about the Career and College Readiness Assessment that will be selected for 11th grade students.  This assessment will be required for graduation as participation only. 
· NDE is working with district superintendents for help with funding for this exam. 

	Smarter Balanced 

· Field Test

· Digital Library
	Cindy Sharp
	· Smarter Balanced field test is now being conducted throughout the state. Currently, 92% of field tested schools have completed the assessment here in Nevada.
· Districts were encouraged to share their field test experiences with NDE.
· NDE will be sending out a survey to help determine the testing window for next year’s grades 3-8 Smarter Balanced exams.
· The Smarter Balanced Digital Library (which contains formative tools and modules) is behind schedule and should be available by the end of June.  NDE will send out information on how to access the Digital Library when completed. 
· Smarter Balanced new practice tests will be available on www.smarterbalanced.org by the end of May, 2014.  Older practice items will no longer be made available.   

	Communication Update
	Judy Osgood
	· Information and the draft of the security policy on “Student Data Privacy” is located on the DOE website
· Data dictionary available too.
· A 2-page fact sheet is also available to distribute to public and parents

· Please go to the NDE Facebook page and  “Like” the Nevada Ready Facebook page

· A dedicated website entitled, www.Nevadaready.gov will be live within the next couple of weeks.  It will be a “one stop shop” for standards, assessments, and updated NDE information.  

	State Systemic Improvement Plan
	Marva Cleven 
	In February 2015, states will be required to submit a State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) as part of the State Performance Plan and Annual Performance Report for special education.  The SSIP is a comprehensive, "ambitious yet achievable" plan for improving results for students with disabilities across key measures: 

· Performance on assessment

· Graduation with a regular diploma 

· Post-school outcomes

· Early childhood 

· The SSIP will focus on enhancing the state's infrastructure and increasing the capacity of LEAs to implement, scale-up, and sustain evidence-based practices that will improve results.  This multiyear plan will be developed in two phases and implements thereafter.  

· Phase I:  Data analysis, Identification of the Focus for Improvement, Infrastructure to Support Improvement and Build Capacity, and Theory of Action

· Phase II:  Infrastructure Development, Support for LEA Implementation of Evidence-Based Practices, and Evaluation Plan 

· Phase III will focus on the results of ongoing evaluation of the strategies included in the SSIP.  

On May 14-15, a stakeholder group will convene in Reno to begin work on Phase 1 of this plan.  This group consists of parents, urban and rural district special education administrators, university staff, and staff from across NDE departments.  

	Summer Website Materials

· ELA

· Mathematics
	Tracy Gruber / Lisa Ford
	· NDE will have a link to ELA and Mathematics summer challenges. This resource is for students and parents to access during the summer to help alleviate summer achievement gaps.

· For mathematics visit www.quantiles.com/summer-math to enroll your child. Starting Monday, 6/23, parents can check their inbox for daily emails with fun math activities and resources. Visit this website: quantiles.com/summer-math every day to read about the weekly math concept and earn badges. When the program ends on Friday, 8/1, print an award certificate to celebrate your child’s summer accomplishment!

· For the ELA Summer Reading Challenge go to the website www.Lexile.com/fab.NV to participate.

	ELL

· WIDA update

· AMAO 3 update
	Jonathon Gibson
	· WIDA assessments are currently being scored.  Scores will be reported via hard copy by June 11th and electronic copies will be available approximately 2 weeks prior.
· WIDA is currently piloting the online listening version for the 2014-2015 assessment.
· The 2015-2016 WIDA assessment will be online for all grades.  This means that tier assignments will no longer be relevant and administrators will most likely not be scoring the speaking portion. Districts will need to obtain headsets that have both earphones and microphone for this portion of the assessment. 
· WIDA will be compatible with SBAC and the consortium is working with CCSSO to align all their work. 
· There were no districts within our state that met the AMAO3 requirements last year.  NDE is asking for a waiver on these criteria.

	Standards Update

· Science
· World Language
	Andre DeLeon
	· The Nevada Academic Content Standards in Science are slated for a final legislative summer approval. 
· After this final approval, the districts will begin implementation in the fall of 2014 with adjustments to their curriculum and pacing documents. Instruction to the new standards is not expected to begin until the fall of 2015.
· The Nevada Academic Content Standards in World Language should be on the July 2014 NV State Board agenda for approval.  

	CTE Update: 

· NAC updates
· Final retake and makeup policy for CTE testing

· Testing window
	Sue Poland
	· Updates to the Nevada Revised Code (NAC) of 389.800 and 389.815 were updated from April 17th board meeting in regards to CTE.
· The new NAC language will retroactive to April 17th 2014. Anyone that gets 3.0 average in CTE course sequence and passes the program will receive a “certificate of skill attainment”
· Districts will need to fill out new reports for data collection.  Marina will be sending out an email to all District Directors with this information.  
· The CTE assessment retake policy is on the www.doe.nv.gov  website.  
· This year’s CTE testing window is June 2-13.

	Next Steps and Future Meeting Dates
	Cindy Sharp
	Suggested future meeting dates:

· August 21st 

· November 20th

· February 19th

· May 21st 


