District Director’s Meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thursday, February 12, 2015
9:00-10:30AM
	Purpose: To update district directors about NDE activities. 
Outcome: Provide districts and regional professional development providers with needed information from NDE. (Feedback from participants; distribution of information; reply to meetings, etc.)

	Topic
	Notes

	Welcome 
	Richard Vineyard welcomed the participation.  

	Office of Standards and Instructional Support
· Clarification/interpretation of the NVACS-- FAQ
· Statewide EoC Remediation Plan
· Curriculum Engine Informational Meetings
· OER Collaborative Update
· Teacher Instructional Alignment Tool
· Your Lab Update
· GEEO Teacher Travel Programs
	Standards and Instructional Support (SIS) a new office that will focus on supporting educator with anything to do with the standards. 
The goal of the new office is to get items into teacher’s hands regarding standards. 
SIS held a webinar on 1/28 to inform districts about the following: 
1) SIS would like to implement a process for clarifying misinterpretations of the NVACS. The process may include districts/professional development providers sending NDE questions and NDE will contact an author of the standards to answer/clarify the question. The response will then be posted on the NDE website as well as linked to RPDP and district websites.  
2) End of Course Remediation work group.  NDE would like districts to submit names of teachers who are currently teaching courses aligned to End of Course assessments.  
The End of Course exams will be presented in different formats as opposed to the legacy assessments.  The newness of the item types and depth of the content may cause difficulties for students.  This group will look at “how” remediation should be presented and what concepts and skills will be most problematic for students. 
NDE might create a Twitter account for up to date information related to Standards and Instructional Support.   Possibly:  http://www.doe.nv.gov/Standards_Instructional_Support/Textbook/  
3) Curriculum Engine
-Developed by Clark County Schools, the Department has an agreement that allows all school districts to use this system.
  It can be customized to district needs. (lesson plans, unit    plans, etc.) with the ability to “turn on and off” elements of the program. 
-Meetings were held to inform districts about the Curriculum Engine, SIS will reach out to districts who could not attend the meetings to provide information about this opportunity.
-Professional development costs for program is paid by the State, but the infrastructure to support program is not.
-Contact Cindy Sharp or Dave Brancamp with questions.

4) Open Education Resources Update
-OER materials should be completed by end of 2015-2016 school year. 
-The OER instructional materials will be posted on the DOE website and Curriculum Engine.
- Review of Request for Proposals are being completed by state teams. 
-Nevada teachers will be a part of choosing the final vendor and review of the prototype materials.

5) Teacher Classroom Instructional Materials Alignment Tool.
- The intent of the tool is to help teachers align non-district approved classroom materials to the standards.
- The tool may act as a piece of evidence during the evaluation process for teachers.
- SIS has/is reaching out to professional development providers and districts to review the tool. 
- Draft of the tool will be put on the NDE webpage for public review by the end of March.
6) YourLab Update
· NSF grant for teachers to create assessments, mini lessons, etc.  The platform allows teachers to use an item bank and create their own items. This pilot is available through May.
7) GEEO Teacher Travel Programs
· Global Exploration for Educators Organization (GEEO) is a 501c3 non-profit organization that runs professional development travel programs designed for teachers. 
· GEEO is offering the following travel programs for 2015. The registration deadline is June 1st, but space is limited and many programs will be full well before the deadline. 
· Educators have the option to earn graduate school credit and professional development credit while seeing the world.   June 1st is the registration deadline.
Detailed information about each trip, including itineraries, costs, travel dates, and more can be found at www.geeo.org. GEEO can be reached 7 days a week, toll free at 1-877-600-0105 between 9 AM-9 PM EST. 

	Math/Science Updates:
· Math and Science Partnership Grant 
· NMC Grant Opportunity: 
       Steve Leinwand 
· Presidential Award for Excellence in Math and Science Teaching
 
	1) Math and Science Partnership grants were due in late December, 5 applications totaling 3 million dollars were received. 
- Committee met to discuss requirements
          - 3 projects to be funded:
        1) K-3 Mathematics Initiative
        2) Project NEVADA S (K-3; 6-8)
        3) Nevada Mathematics Project (Phase 2) (K-3; 6-8)

2) Nevada Mathematics Council  has an opportunity for teachers and administrators to attend a training by Steve Leinwand (Discussing Mathematics Instructional Change)– to sign-up please use this link:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JFGNYJB 

3) Presidential Award for Mathematics and Science Teaching: 
                 - This year; 7-12 Math and Science teachers. 
-Requires a video and reflective paper. 
-Deadline is April 1st.
- Please encourage teachers to complete the process.
- Any questions, please contact  Mike or Andre


	Nevada Assessment Update: 
· Smarter (Item Types)
· Trainings
	· Smarter Assessments 
-Final blueprints will be released the last week of February
- There will be 40 items per content area test.
- The new item types may take students longer to complete.
- Multiple select (more than one correct answer) questions will appear in both ELA and Math
-Scoring for multiple select questions: ELA must get all responses correct to receive full credit. Math must get a majority correct to receive full credit.
-Performance tasks
       -Math can have up to 4 parts. These will scaffold and focused on one central situation.
       -ELA may have up to 2 parts. 
-For ELA middle school tests will have an emphasis on
  Informational text versus narrative.
-Computer Adaptive Testing – students are allowed a 20 min pause, if they have to leave. If they return within 20 minutes students can continue that section. If they return after 20 minutes they must continue without completing the previous section and have to reconnect to the system.
- Smarter is an untimed test
       - The secure browser is now ready. 
       - 1st & 2nd modules should be out by 2/13.
                  - Use website: NVsmarter.measuredprogress.org to  
                     access Materials.
-NVART monthly meeting on February 18th at 9am was focused on the upcoming/completed trainings.

	Communication Update
	Smarter Balanced website is up and will continue to be updated. www.smarterbalanced.org   


The National PTA has a guide to give parents information about Smarter assessments for grades 3-8.  (http://www.pta.org/ )
NDE is developing a fact sheets for parents in regards to NV Smarter assessments.  Date of the release is yet to be scheduled.  

Opt-outs of Smarter Balance Assessment.
-Reminder about guidance from Superintendent’s memo dated 11/2013, which requires all students to participate in the Smarter Assessment.
-Local policy will have to deal with students who do opt out, but the law says students are required to take the Smarter Assessment.
PR opportunities
Arrange visits for Dale Erquiaga to see firsthand some of the schools participating in the Smarter Assessment.
Possible press conference, media/legislators to walk through a practice Smarter Assessment.
          NDE to create more information and documents about the 
          End of Course assessments.

	 

	February 9th:  the Nevada-WIDA Early Years Kick-off Event was held in Las Vegas.  Any Director desiring more information regarding the Nevada Pre-K English Language Development Standards and Suite of Assessments Partnership with WIDA for our young Dual Language Learners should contact Patti Oya or Jane Splean.
· We are in the ELPA testing window; reminders:
· The window ends February 27th 
· 100% of students classified as English Learners (ELs) are required to be tested with the ACCESS for ELLs in all domains:  Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening
· Most ELs with significant cognitive disabilities, who either take or are projected to take the NAA, should take the Alternative ACCESS for ELLs assessment
· All ELPA test administrators must be certified on the WIDA website training modules that correspond with the domain assessment they administer
· Speaking and Kindergarten test administrators must refresh their certification before administering these tests 
· We still need more participation in the on-line ACCESS 2.0 Field Test opportunity:
· The Field Tests cannot be administered until you have concluded this year’s ELPA
· You may choose the language domain, grade bands, schools and students to participate
· Free headsets are offered as an incentive – these will be necessary for the 2015-16 ELPA administration
· Registration for the Field Test is open and requires several weeks’ notice before the Field Test experience
· This is an invaluable opportunity to gauge the impact of changing to the on-line version and to check on your system readiness
· Please plan to expend all SB 504 funds by June 30
· Any questions please contact Jonathan Gibson. 
 

	EOC FAQ Document
	End of Course (EOC) Update:
· EOC Exams will have 60 items. ELA 1&2, Math 1&2.
· No instructional support will be available for this administration.
· This is a paper/pencil test.
· It will be machine scored for Math I & II and ELA I, which means no constructed responses; however ELA II (writing) will be hand scored.
· Multiple select items will appear on Math I & II and ELA I. 
· Answer documents: 2 separate booklets for Math I & II. ELA exams will have a combined answer document and booklet.
· Pre-ID will produce labels, which should look similar to last year.
· ELA – some passages are common in both the ELA I and II exams.
· Plan to have results back as quick as possible to assist with plans for any remediation.
· Current 9-10 graders take the exam for participation; to receive credit for the course, the students must pass the course.
· Current 7-8 graders take this exam is a as a graduation requirement and must pass the exams. This year if 7 &8 graders take the exam and do not pass it is not counted as an attempt.  If they do pass, they have met this part of their graduation requirement.
ACT 
· January 23rd was the date to apply for accommodations. 
                  NV ACT training videos are available on the ACT  
                  website. (http://act.org/ )
                 Jan 23rd  -April 1st  time period to apply for accommodations  
                 if a student is – newly classified/diagnosed or transfers  
                 schools.
· April 28th – 1st Administration
· May 12th – make-up date, if students miss this date they can retake as a 12th grader.

	Next Steps and Future Meeting Dates
	
Next meeting will be May 21st at the boardrooms of DOE in Carson City and Las Vegas.
 



