FAQ for End-of-Course examinations 
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EOC Questions

1. How will students be identified in order to generate pre-ID files for retakes and make-ups in the future?
Students will be identified by their inclusion on a roster submitted by a school/ school districts as being enrolled in/ or have completed a qualifying course (as defined by the state).  Once identified their name will be included on future pre-id files until they are marked in the file as having passed the test.  [there could be a P/F column for each of the EOC exams and a value in the column of anything other than P would result in that student being pulled into the pre-ID (need to test) file for the next administration of the assessment.

2. What results will we get back?  Schools will likely want to know what data they'll get back (even if we have to tell them it’s nothing).  Also, how will we track all of the students who took the exam and satisfied participation requirements?
We will be able to track participation by a student’s id in the pre-id file and also by looking at the students who get a student report record from participating (this will catch students who take the test but are not included in the pre-id file).

3. What is the Algebra/Geometry requirement? Are they the same as graduation requirements?
Ex. Student passes first semester Algebra I, second semester Geometry.  Has the student fulfilled the course requirement?  What constitutes passing of the course?
According to NRS students will have to pass the class for credit and pass the test for graduation.  While the state has a part in the decision on what is required to pass the test, the district will be responsible for the decision of what it means to pass the course.  

4. Are graduation requirements changing with regard to question 4?
Yes.  The expectation is that the requirements for graduation will change, but not for students currently in high school.

5. Must a student pass Math I in order to take Math II?  
No.  There is no required order to taking the EoC exams.  

6. What does remediation look like for non-proficient students?
The state (NDE) is convening a committee of educators (teachers, and RPDP trainers) to discuss and determine elements needed for remediation work.  

7. If we pre-ID all eligible students in 7th-8th grades, and we only test those students that are ready to test, will this be a negative reflection on CCSD?
No.  For 2014-15, NDE is encouraging eligible students in 7th and 8th grades to participate on the EoC examinations.  For this year only, if a student in one of these grades takes a test and does not pass, it will not count as one of the three, state funded, attempts to achieve a passing score.  Students may participate more than three times, but only the first three are funded by the state.

8. Will all accommodations mirror the proficiency exams for ELL and SPED students?
The accommodations will mirror those in place for the Smarter assessments.

9. Will SPED students who participate and meet Algebra requirements be able to obtain an option 1 diploma?
Yes.  If SPED students participate on the EoC exams and pass the aligned courses, they would meet all the testing requirements for a standard diploma.

10. How will SPED students be identified for EOC testing and when is their first mandated attempt? (NHSPE=first attempt 11th grade March)
SPED students not be will be identified, the same system we have in place for the HSPE and Smarter assessments.  There is no mandated first attempt.  They are eligible to attempt an EoC when they are enrolled in an eligible course.

11. Current sophomores wishing to graduate early-which set of rules do they follow?  Do rules only apply for cohort graduation year regardless of year the student actually graduates?
Policy states that when a student starts 9th grade are the rules that guide the graduation requirements for that student.  So, a student in 10th grade this year would be under the new EoC rules rather than the HSPE system rules.   The rules in place when a cohort begins 9th grade follow them through graduation. 

12. How will extended testing windows affect data validation and school NSPF reporting? 
The extended testing window will result in a delay in getting data back to the state and an accompanying delay in data validation and NSPF reporting.  However, the state is applying to pause accountability for schools for the 2014-15 reporting cycle, so the delay in getting data might not impact the system too much this year.

13.  Will 7th and 8th  grade students participating in the EoC this spring, also have to take the Smarter assessments?
The state as part of the application for a renewal of the existing ESEA Waiver, is asking for the flexibility to allow that 7th and 8th grade students who participate in an EoC examination, not to also be required to take the Smarter assessment in that content area.  While applications for the Waiver are not due until March 2015, we anticipate that this is a flexibility that will be granted to the state by US Ed.

14.  Will there be practice exams or instructional materials for the EoC exams?
No. For 2014-15 there will not be any practice exams or instructional materials available for the EoC exams.   
 
15. What is the testing window for students to participate in the EoC exams?
The testing window for 2014-15, is set for May 4-29. 

16. If a student gets credit for a course through independent study or by earning Credit-by-Exam, they will still need to take the EoC exams?
Yes. The district will need to include the course(s) that could be completed using one or both of these methods on the lists of courses that align with the standards measured on the EoC examinations.   The EoC examinations must be administered at the school where the student is currently enrolled. 

17.  Will tests be distributed based on the school in which the student is enrolled for the course?  
Yes.  However if the student completed the course through independent -study or by earning Credit-by-Exam, the EoC will be administered by the school where they are currently enrolled.  (see 16)

18.  Will online schools need to test both FT and PT students?
Yes. (see 17)

19.  Can the Eoc exams be incorporated into an online school’s secure LMS or are they required to be administered on-site.
No. For 2014-15 for the EoC exams must be administered on-site.   
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