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Myths vs. Facts
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since 1996, Nevada has been a standards-based education system.  With the adoption of the Common Core State Standards in October 2010, they became the Nevada Academic Content Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics. With this action, the Nevada State Board of Education committed to ensuring that all students are ready for college and careers. 
_____________________________________________________________________
Myth: The federal government developed these standards.
Fact:	The federal government played no role in the development of the standards and does not govern the Common Core State Standards initiative. The initiative was and will remain a state-led effort. 


Myth: Common Core Standards are a national mandate dictating a national curriculum.
Fact: Common Core State Standards are not a national mandate or a national curriculum. When the Nevada State Board of Education voluntarily adopted the Common Core State Standards, they became Nevada’s Academic Content Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics. Nevada is not receiving federal funding for adopting and implementing the Common Core Standards. 
The standards define what students need to know; they do not dictate how teachers should teach or how students should learn. In Nevada, that decision is left to each school district. Common Core does not dictate what lesson plans, programs, or textbooks teachers will use for curriculum.


Myth: No teachers were involved in writing the Common Core State Standards.
Fact: 	The standards drafting process relied on teachers and standards experts from across the country. Throughout the development process, Nevada teachers participated by providing feedback, attending and convening meetings and preparing for the eventual adoption of the standards. 

Myth: Common Core Standards are an intrusion of student privacy rights and will allow student data to be inappropriately tracked. 
Fact: As part of broader education reform efforts, Nevada has created data systems that allow educators and parents to measure the progress of student achievement and growth from year to year. Regardless of adopting the Common Core, Nevada remains in control of its students’ private information, just as it is now. The federal government does not have access to the student-level information housed in Nevada’s state data systems. Common Core is not a mechanism for federal data collection, nor does Nevada’s adoption of Common Core and its related assessments require any data collection beyond the aggregate data authorized by No Child Left Behind.

States and districts have the responsibility under state and federal law to protect the privacy of our students under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). This act expressly forbids the use of any personal student data without the consent of parents. The Nevada Department of Education will remain vigilant in working with local school districts to continue protecting student information. 



Myth: Adoption of the Common Core will dumb down education in Nevada.

Fact: The new standards are considerably more rigorous than the previous standards Nevada had in place for mathematics and English language arts. The standards are designed to build upon the most advanced current thinking about preparing all students for success in college and their careers. The standards were informed by the best in the country, the highest international standards, and evidence and expertise about educational outcomes.
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