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Introduction

This document represents the Phase III release of Nevada Instructional Materials. These released 
materials were developed in collaboration with Nevada educators, the Nevada Department of Education, 
and WestEd (a nonprofi t research development and service agency).  

These materials are intended for use in various guided instructional activities to support deep 
understanding of the Nevada Academic Content Standards (NVACS) for English Language Arts 
and mathematics based on Common Core.  The Nevada Instructional Materials provide educators 
opportunities to investigate and explore the standards and tasks that are aligned to the standards.  The 
Nevada educators involved in the development of these materials also developed “Teacher Tips” to 
assist in using these materials as an instructional resource.  The Nevada Instructional Materials also 
provide educators opportunities to investigate and explore the standards and tasks that are aligned to the 
standards.  

While these materials can provide students with practice in responding to a variety of assessment items, 
it is more important that they are used to help students deepen their understanding of the expectations 
embedded in the standards. If these instructional materials are used solely as an assessment practice 
activity, we highly recommend that educators go over each item with their students and evaluate each 
answer choice so that students can better understand the knowledge required to successfully complete 
each task.  

Through rich classroom discussion around each item and the various answer choices or potential 
responses, educators can actively engage students in critical thinking, reasoning, and application of 
knowledge and skills, helping to ensure all students are ready for success in the 21st century.  
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Superintendent of Public Instruction
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  *Nevada Academic Content Standards
**Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium

Item Level Data

Item
Number NVACS* SBAC**

Target DOK Answers

1 L.8.1a; L7.3a ------- 2 -------

2 L.8.1c; L.8.2c ------- 2 -------

3 L.8.2b; L.8.3a ------- 2 -------

4 L.8.3a ------- 2 -------

5 L.8.2b ------- 1 A

6 L.7.1c ------- 2 B

7 L.8.1b ------- 2 A

8 L.8.3a ------- 2 C

9 L.8.1d ------- 2 D

10 L.6.3b ------- 2 C

11 L.7.3a ------- 2 C

12 L.8.1b ------- 2 B

13 L.8.1d ------- 2 D

14 L.8.3a ------- 2 C

15 L.8.2c ------- 1 C

16 L.8.2a ------- 2 A

17 RL.8.2 4 2 A, D

18 L.8.5b 3 2 B

19 RL.8.4 7 2 -------

20 RL.8.3 4 2 -------

21 RL.8.4 7 2 B

22 RL.8.9 5 2 -------

23 RL.8.9 5 4 -------

(Continued on the next page)
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  *Nevada Academic Content Standards
**Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium

Item Level Data (continued)

Item
Number NVACS* SBAC**

Target DOK Answers

24 RL.8.1 1 2 -------

25 RL.8.3 5 3 A

26 RL.8.3 4 2 C, D

27 RL.8.3 6, 4 3 C

28 RL.8.4 7 2 -------

29 RL.8.1 2 2 -------

30 RL.8.2 4 3 -------

31 RL.8.2 4 3 -------

32 RI.8.4 10 2 C

33 RI.8.2 9, 13 1 A

34 RI.8.3 9 2 A, C

35 RH.6–8.8 11 2 -------

36 RI.8.3 9 2 -------

37 RI.8.2 11 3 -------

38 RI.8.4 14 3 -------

39 RI.8.6 11 3 B, D

40 RI.8.5 13, 12 3 -------

41 RI.8.4 10 2 B

42 RI.8.1 8 2 A

43 RI.8.1 11 2 -------

44 RI.8.2 11 3 -------

45 RI.8.4 11, 14 3 -------

46 RI.8.1 8 2 -------

(Continued on the next page)
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  *Nevada Academic Content Standards
**Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium

Detailed objectives for Content Standards and Depth of Knowledge (DOK) descriptions  
can be found on the Nevada Department of Education web site.

Item
Number NVACS* SBAC**

Target DOK Answers

47 RI.8.5 13 2 -------

48 RI.8.3 8 2 A

49 RI.8.2 8 2 A

50 RI.8.4 10 2 A

51 RI.8.2 9 2 -------

52 RI.8.2 11 3 -------

53 RI.8.8 11 3 -------

54 RI.8.6 11, 14 3 -------

55 RI.8.9 12 4 -------

Item Level Data (continued)
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“Stand Alone” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Answers may include, but are not limited to: 
 
After weeks of extreme hardship, the team finally reached the summit of the mountain. They stood atop the 
mountain and admired the breathtaking view before descending back down to base camp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“Stand Alone” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Answers may include, but are not limited to: 
 
You will drive down the street, and then you will turn right at the first stop sign. Then you will maneuver your 
car into the second parking lot.  
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“Stand Alone” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
The quotation in the sentences can be shortened in any way using ellipses correctly. For instance: 
 
Theodore Roosevelt once said, “Far better it is to dare mighty things . . . than to take rank with those poor spirits 
who neither enjoy much nor suffer much, because they live in the gray twilight that knows neither victory nor 
defeat.” If Roosevelt were alive today, he would undoubtedly offer the same advice. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“Stand Alone” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Students could rewrite the sentence using the subjunctive or conditional mood: 
 
If I were to live on Mars, I would want to have all my friends with me. We would invent many games to prevent 
us from becoming homesick. 
 
or 
 
If I could live on Mars, I would want to have all my friends with me. We would invent many games to prevent 
homesickness.  
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“The Smithsonian Museum” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Correct: An ellipsis is the correct way to indicate an omission of text. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: An em-dash indicates a clarification. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: A comma indicates a pause or a clause. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: A colon indicates a list or elaboration. 

 
 
 
 
 

  



Page 11Copyright © 2015 by the Nevada Department of Education                                                                                                                           For Nevada use only

Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“The Smithsonian Museum” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: It is unclear what “a law” refers to. 
Rationale B: Correct: The clause in the sentence is correctly modified. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: There is a dangling modifier at the beginning. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: Who is debating is not specified. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“The Smithsonian Museum” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Correct: The sentence is written in active voice. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: The sentence is written in passive voice. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: The sentence is written in passive voice. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: The sentence is written in passive voice. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“The Smithsonian Museum” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: “Young people” are emphasized, and the subject is relegated to a clause. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: “Education” is emphasized, and the first clause of the sentence is written in passive 
voice. 
Rationale C: Correct: The emphasis is on “The Smithsonian Institution,” making it the subject of the sentence, 
and the active voice is used. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: “Programs” are emphasized, and the first clause of the sentence is written in passive 
voice. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“The Smithsonian Museum” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: Inappropriate indicative mood. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: Inappropriate indicative mood. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: Inappropriate indicative mood. 
Rationale D: Correct: Appropriate subjunctive mood. 

 
 
 
 
 

Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“The Smithsonian Museum” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: The tone of the sentence is appropriate to the passage. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: The tone of the sentence is appropriate to the passage. 
Rationale C: Correct: The tone of the sentence, with the phrase “totally huge,” is inappropriate to the passage. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: The tone of the sentence is appropriate to the passage. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“The Smithsonian Museum” 
Passage Key for Option B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Smithsonian Museum 
 
Before James Smithson died in 1829, he wrote in his will that his fortune should be given “to the United States 
of America, to found at Washington . . . an Establishment for the increase  and diffusion of knowledge among 
men.” Smithson made the gift even though he had never been  to the United States. After much debate, 
Congress eventually created what would become one of America’s greatest treasures: the Smithsonian 
Institution. 
 
Today, the Smithsonian Institution includes 19 museums and galleries, nine research centers, and the National 
Zoological Park. It is estimated that the Smithsonian holds nearly 137 million artifacts, specimens, and works 
of art in its collection. In fact, less than two percent of the Institution’s collection is on display to the public at 
any time. Some of the stranger objects at the Smithsonian include locks of hair from the first 18 presidents of 
the United States, a 50-foot concrete section of historic Route 66, and the longest beard ever grown, which 
stretches more than 18 feet.  
 
Admission to all Smithsonian museums is free, and as many as 30 million people visit annually. The most 
interesting Smithsonian museum is the National Air and Space Museum, which has an enormous collection of 
old planes. Visitors can view amazing artifacts of human flight, including  the 1903 Wright Flyer, which was 
the first powered aircraft to carry a human aloft; the Apollo 11 Command Module, which was the living 
quarters for the first mission to the Moon in 1969; and the space shuttle Discovery, which completed               
39 missions into space. 
 
The Smithsonian Institution is also very focused on education, offering a variety of programs for young people. 
These programs include seasonal camps at the National Zoo in Washington, D.C., where campers “have the 
opportunity to see conservation science in action through behind-the-scenes tours of our animal breeding 
centers and lectures with Smithsonian scientists.” 
 
The vast collection at the Smithsonian Institution has something for everyone, truly fulfilling its founder’s 
vision. The Smithsonian Institution is truly a national treasure that everyone should visit.  

The italicized portions of the text below reflect one way that students could edit the passage; 
other solutions are possible. Review students’ work to ensure that they have corrected or 
improved all parts necessary and have not introduced new errors. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“Try Something New Today” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: The sentence leaves out important information by using the indefinite pronoun “it.” 
Rationale B: Incorrect: The sentence leaves out the critical word “routine.” 
Rationale C: Correct: The sentence concisely presents all necessary information. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: There is redundancy of “you” / “your” in this sentence. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“Try Something New Today” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: Awkward and confusing construction. 
Rationale B: Correct: Correct answer. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: Passive verb construction. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: Passive verb construction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“Try Something New Today” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: Appropriate conditional mood. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: Appropriate indicative mood. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: Appropriate indicative mood. 
Rationale D: Correct: Inappropriate indicative mood. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“Try Something New Today” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: Active voice emphasizes “You” and “Internet.” 
Rationale B: Incorrect: Active voice here emphasizes “Internet” and “you.” 
Rationale C: Correct: The verb in passive voice emphasizes the thing acted upon. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: Although “recipes” is emphasized, the construction is awkward. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“Try Something New Today” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: The student spells it like “warranty.” 
Rationale B: Incorrect: Common misspelling. 
Rationale C: Correct: Correct answer. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: Common misspelling. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“Try Something New Today” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Correct: Correct answer. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: This wording is inappropriate for formal writing. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: The comma creates a run-on sentence. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: The colon should be used to explain what preceded it, rather than to expand on it. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Language 

“Try Something New Today” 
Passage Key for Option B 

 
 

The italicized portions of the text below reflect one way that students could edit the passage; other 
solutions are possible. Review students’ work to ensure that they have corrected or improved all 
parts necessary and have not introduced new errors. 

 
Try Something New Today 
 
Have your parents ever said to you that “variety is the spice of life”? Parents usually say that when they want 
you to eat something gross. But it also happens to be true. If you always stick to the same routine, you might 
eventually become bored. When that happens, it’s time to try something new. 
 
Trying something new doesn’t have to be scary. If you do it right, trying new things can be lots of fun. The 
secret is finding out how much newness you’re comfortable with. Many people like traveling to faraway places 
to experience new things. Depending on where you go, traveling someplace new can be slightly different from 
what you’re used to, or completely foreign. Traveling to a different part of the world, you could find yourself in 
a place where you don’t speak the language, don’t recognize the landscape or architecture, and encounter exotic 
and strange animals—and the food might make you lose your appetite. Some people crave that sort of 
experience. For others, though, that level of newness can be overwhelming and scary. Luckily, there are plenty 
of other ways to try new things without traveling to the ends of the Earth. 
 
Probably the best way to try something new is with food. Why not try cooking something new yourself? A wide 
world of recipes can be found on the Internet. There’s no guarantee that you’ll like the new foods, but even a 
bad cooking experience can make for a good story. 
 
If new foods aren’t your flavor, you can always try to meet new people. For instance, you could strike up a 
conversation with a classmate you’ve never spoken to. Ask the classmate about his or her life—it may be a very 
different experience from your own.  
 
If you look around, there are many ways to enjoy unique experiences. So try something new today and add a 
little spice to your life! 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pride and Petulance” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Correct: This is correct because Sasha’s natural talent for rock climbing causes her to dangerously 
overestimate her climbing ability. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: This sentence describes Sasha’s ongoing situation of being compared to Gwen, but it 
does not directly relate to Sasha’s dangerous overconfidence. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: This sentence describes Sasha’s desire to prove herself, but it does not directly relate to 
her dangerous overconfidence. 
Rationale D: Correct: This is correct because it shows how Sasha’s feeling of invincibility causes her to take 
dangerous and unnecessary risks. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pride and Petulance” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: “Reluctantly” describes how she avoided the sport, but offers no insight into the 
meaning of the targeted term. 
Rationale B: Correct: The verb “avoided” provides a clue to the targeted term in the following sentence. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: “Recently” tells when Sasha stopped avoiding the sport of rock climbing, but offers no 
insight into the meaning of the targeted term. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: “Learned” is the verb that introduces the infinitive “to eschew.” It may therefore be 
attractive, but it offers no insight into the meaning of the targeted term. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pride and Petulance” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
2 
 

Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to interpret the intent of 
figurative language used in context. The response includes inferences that 
make clear reference to the text.  

1 
 

Response gives partial evidence of the ability to interpret the intent of 
figurative language used in context. The response includes an inference that is 
related to the text, but the inference is vague or not well-connected to the text.  

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses should reflect an understanding that the metaphor relates to Sasha’s circumstances because Sasha is 
frequently compared to Gwen, who seems to excel at everything. Thus, the recognition that Gwen receives for 
her talents often overshadows, or masks, Sasha’s talents. Sasha also feels “lost beneath” Gwen’s shadow 
because she does not want to try anything that Gwen is good at, such as rock climbing, in order to avoid 
comparisons or competing.  
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pride and Petulance” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
“Instead of being seen for who she was, Sasha was now seen as the smart and talented Gwen’s younger sister.” 
 
“Gwen cast an extremely long shadow that Sasha often felt lost beneath.” 
 
“One day as she arrived for class, Sasha saw a sign above the bulletin board: Coming Soon: The Gymnastic 
Club’s All New Climbing Wall!” 
 
“Sasha was secretly excited by the opportunity to try out climbing on her own turf where no one knew about her 
sister.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pride and Petulance” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: Although “peppered” might suggest adding something extra, Gwen probably knows 
that Sasha is already highly motivated. 
Rationale B: Correct: “Peppered” is used to suggest that Gwen is giving Sasha a lot of advice all at once. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: Although “peppered” might suggest aggression, Gwen does not demand Sasha’s 
attention until she notices that Sasha is trying not to listen. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: Although “peppered” might suggest an irritation, Gwen is trying to offer helpful 
advice. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pride and Petulance” 
 

 
Scoring Notes:  
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pride and Petulance” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
3 
 

Response is a complete explanation of how the theme of “Pride and 
Petulance” is similar to the theme of the Greek myth of Icarus. Response is 
supported with details from the passages. 

2 
 

Response is a limited explanation of how the theme of “Pride and Petulance” 
is similar to the theme of the Greek myth of Icarus. Response is supported 
with limited details (number or quality) from the passage(s). 

1 
 

Response is a minimal explanation of how the theme of “Pride and Petulance” 
is similar to the theme of the Greek myth of Icarus. Response is supported 
with few or no details from the passage(s). 

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses should reflect an understanding that the theme of both pieces is the danger of overestimating one’s 
abilities.  

• In “Pride and Petulance,” Sasha allows her natural ability in rock climbing to give her a false sense of 
invincibility that causes her to disregard her sister’s instructions. 

• Icarus makes the same mistake when he thinks his superior flying skills will allow him to fly higher than 
the path recommended by his father’s example. Sasha and, presumably, Icarus realize that their hubris 
has put them in grave danger only after it is too late.  
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Instructional Materials Question 23

Score Point: 3
The response has a clear statement of a common theme. It is well supported by details from the 
passages. It is a complete response. 
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Instructional Materials Question 23

Score Point: 3
This response completely develops the idea that the common theme is the consequences of 
arrogance. It includes specific details from both passages as support. 
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Instructional Materials Question 23

Score Point: 2
This is an example of a solid 2. It correctly identifies a common theme: not to let your pride 
overcome your abilities (though “belive in your self” is not really relevant). It is supported by 
limited details from the passages. 
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Instructional Materials Question 23

Score Point: 2
The response correctly identifies a common theme but only provides support related to one of 
the two passages. 
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Instructional Materials Question 23

Score Point: 1
The response eventually identifies a reasonable theme (“follow advice in order to do what is 
safe”), but this theme is only minimally supported with details from the passages. 
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Instructional Materials Question 23

Score Point: 1
This response focuses on how the events in the passages are the same without ever identifying a 
theme. Writing about “topic” instead of “theme” is a very typical and significant error that students 
make. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Radio” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
2 
 

Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to identify explicit textual 
evidence to support inferences made or conclusions drawn. The response 
includes specific identifications that make clear reference to the text.  

1 
 

Response gives partial evidence of the ability to identify explicit textual 
evidence to support inferences made or conclusions drawn. The response 
includes one or more accurate identifications, but they are vague or otherwise 
incomplete.  

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
 Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses should reflect the following understandings:  

• The big speakers made a deep sound that the author loved. 
• If the speaker worked, it was interesting to watch it vibrate. 
• If it did not work, the parts (like a magnet the size of a hockey puck) could still be used for something 

else.  
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Radio” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Correct: The volume of detail suggests that it has remained strong in his memory and was 
therefore deeply important. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: While the observatory used the movement of the stars to scientifically measure time, 
his interest seems to come from a general interest in how things work. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: The volume of detail about taking the radio apart suggests that he equally relished that 
aspect of the experience. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: The word “escape” suggests a dissatisfaction that is not apparent in any part of the text. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Radio” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: Certainly some things have changed, but the passage does not suggest that the author 
has predicted any of these changes. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: The focus of the passage is on the author working alone on his radio or his speakers. 
Rationale C: Correct: Paragraph 4, in which the author is taking apart a radio and putting it back together, 
shows this. 
Rationale D: Correct: He is happy taking apart a radio or listening to the time pass. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Radio” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: While the author is remembering events of his past fondly, there is no indication that he 
is feeling homesick, nor that the lack of dialogue affects this. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: Though there are no other characters to corroborate the author’s tale, this option is not 
supported by the passage. 
Rationale C: Correct: With no dialogue or other characters, the reader focuses entirely on the author’s 
perceptions. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: Although the author’s motivations are fully explored, the son’s motivations are not 
addressed in the passage. 

 
 
 
 
 

  



Page 38Copyright © 2015 by the Nevada Department of Education                                                                                                                           For Nevada use only

Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Radio” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes: 
 
Responses may include, but are not limited to: 
 
“I don’t know what he plans to do with the speakers he found, but the last time I checked, I think he was 
hanging one on the wall.” 
 
“I should have told him to look in the attic.” 
 
“I could have saved him the trouble of carrying them home, and postponed the day when I would have to put 
my own collection out on the curb.” 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Radio” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes: 
 
Responses may include, but are not limited to: 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Radio” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
3 
 

Response is a complete explanation of how the passage develops the idea that 
the more things change, the more they stay the same. Response is supported 
with details from the passage. 

2 
 

Response is a limited explanation of how the passage develops the idea that 
the more things change, the more they stay the same. Response is supported 
with limited details (number or quality) from the passage. 

1 
 

Response is a minimal explanation of how the passage develops the idea that 
the more things change, the more they stay the same. Response is supported 
with few or no details from the passage. 

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses should reflect an understanding that the passage develops the idea by describing some of the 
similarities and differences between the author’s childhood and his son’s.  
 
Things have changed since the narrator was a boy: 

• Surround sound did not exist then. 
• Speakers did not come in pairs, and they were not plugged into the back of a receiver then. 
• Today the son has the Internet. 
• Most radios then got only AM. 
• Radios had tubes. 
• Electronics technology has greatly advanced. 

 
But the boy and his dad share the same interest nonetheless: 

• The author would collect junk speakers and fix them up. 
• The boy grabs a speaker from the curb. 
• The author had his eye on the same speakers. 
• The author still has his collection of speakers in the attic.  He has not changed much. 
• The author used to hang his speakers on the wall. The boy is now hanging his speakers on the wall.  
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Instructional Materials Question 30

Score Point: 3
The response completely develops the idea that in spite of changes in technology, users still 
have a feeling of joy and satisfaction. There are many carefully selected details from the passage 
that support this idea. 
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Instructional Materials Question 30

Score Point: 3
The response draws parallels between the father’s and the son’s interest in speakers, point by 
point. It is a complete response to the task. 
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Instructional Materials Question 30

Score Point: 2
This is an example of a stronger 2. It makes a connection between the father’s and the son’s 
interest in speakers, but some of the references suggest misunderstanding of the passage (e.g., 
“finds himself dealing with his son’s same problem”). More analysis of the son’s interest would 
have strengthened this response. 
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Instructional Materials Question 30

Score Point: 2
This response focuses primarily on the father’s experience but does draw parallels to the son’s 
experience at the end. It is focused on a relevant idea (“the older things become cooler and more 
rare”), though this idea is not as tightly connected to the task as is found in other responses. It is 
a limited response. 
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Instructional Materials Question 30

Score Point: 1
The response reflects an understanding that both the father and the son are interested in radios/
speakers, though the student uses the words interchangeably. There is no evidence to support 
the statement that the dad still collects radios. The statement that the father was going to retire 
from collecting things is a significant misunderstanding of the passage. 
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Instructional Materials Question 30

Score Point: 1
Though the response reflects an understanding that technology has evolved from when the 
author was a boy, there is little else that is relevant in this response. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Radio” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
2 
 

Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to apply reasoning and a 
range of textual evidence to justify inferences. The response includes specific 
inferences that make clear reference to the text.  

1 
 

Response gives partial evidence of the ability to apply reasoning and a range 
of textual evidence to justify inferences. The response includes one or more 
accurate inferences, but they are vague or otherwise incomplete.  

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

  
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses may include, but are not limited to: 
 
Entertainment can be simple: All one needs is a screwdriver and a couple of old speakers that people have 
thrown in the trash. It includes simple pleasures, like picking up a broadcast from another country of seconds 
ticking by. Personal entertainment does not need to be complex, but can be simply whatever entertains a person. 
 
Entertainment is most fulfilling when one creates it oneself: The author explores the inner workings of the radio 
on his own and finds pleasure and satisfaction in the outcome. Personal entertainment does not have to come 
from outside, but can be created and nurtured from within.   
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Moving Rocks of Death Valley” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes: 
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: The option is attractive because it is related to the key, but suggests active organizing, 
which is not supported by the context. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: The rocks were created somehow, but this option is not supported by the context. 
Rationale C: Correct: Footprints, tire tracks, and bulldozer treads are all things or evidence of things that have 
the power to move something. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: Rocks can be shaped, but the word “pushed” is the key context clue. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Moving Rocks of Death Valley” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes: 
 
Rationale A: Correct: The first sentence in the section states the thesis. Everything else helps to develop that 
thesis. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: The section describes effects, but these should not be characterized as problems. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: This is plausible because it discusses high winds, but describes their effects, not their 
original source. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: The section does discuss tremendous wind force, but the position of the stones has no 
effect on this. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Moving Rocks of Death Valley” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes: 
 
Rationale A: Correct: All of the scientists have come to try to solve the mystery of why the rocks move. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: This is a wilderness area, but no one indicates any motives of preserving the 
environment. 
Rationale C: Correct: Messina finds the rock movements to be a wonder. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: This is a plausible motive for scientific research on the environment, but discovering 
why the rocks move does not seem to give any great help to the human race. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Moving Rocks of Death Valley” 
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Scoring Notes: 

Opinion

Fact

Opinion

Reasoned judgment

Fact

Reasoned judgment
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Moving Rocks of Death Valley” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
2 
 

Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to summarize central ideas. 
The response includes specific identifications that make clear reference to the 
text.  

1 
 

Response gives partial evidence of the ability to summarize central ideas. The 
response includes one or more accurate identifications, but they are vague or 
otherwise incomplete.  

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses may include, but are not limited to: 

• Some of the rocks are quite heavy. 
• They sit on flat ground where there is no flowing water. 
• There is no evidence of any person or machine pushing them. 
• No one has seen them move, and there is no clear pattern to their movements. 
• There would seem to be a need for just the right combination of conditions in order for them to move. 
• They move in a variety of directions, at sharp angles, and sometimes in complete circles.  
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“The Moving Rocks of Death Valley” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
2 
 

Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to identify explicit text 
evidence to support inferences made or conclusions drawn about texts. The 
response includes specific inferences that make clear reference to the text.  

1 
 

Response gives partial evidence of the ability to identify explicit text 
evidence to support inferences made or conclusions drawn about texts. The 
response includes one or more accurate inferences, but they are vague or 
otherwise incomplete.  

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses may include, but are not limited to: 
 
Attention to detail/curiosity/determination/patience: Messina has done a comprehensive study of the rocks at 
Racetrack Playa, counting every rock and measuring every distance and direction that every rock has traveled. 
She analyzes data to determine patterns. She has conducted her study over a long period of time. 
 
Acceptance of uncertainty: The mystery of the rocks may not be solved; Messina has both accepted and 
embraced this reality. 
 
Hardiness: The description of the location suggests that the environment is harsh and physically demanding. It 
involves “miles of bone-jostling driving” and is very remote. The wind force “can be tremendous.” 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Moving Rocks of Death Valley” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
3 
 

Response is a complete analysis of how the author’s use of descriptive 
language enhances the sense of mystery about the rocks. Response is 
supported with details from the passage. 

2 
 

Response is a limited analysis of how the author’s use of descriptive language 
enhances the sense of mystery about the rocks. Response is supported with 
limited details (number or quality) from the passage. 

1 
 

Response is a minimal analysis of how the author’s use of descriptive 
language enhances the sense of mystery about the rocks. Response is 
supported with few or no details from the passage. 

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses will vary, but should reflect a general understanding that the author uses imagery and word choice to 
make the rocks/valley seem alive and to emphasize a sense of mystery. Specific examples may include, but are 
not limited to: 
 
Paragraph 1 
“These are not ordinary moving rocks that tumble down mountainsides in avalanches . . . .” 
“mysterious force” 
 
Paragraph 2 
“mysterious movements” 
 
Paragraph 4 
The description of the setting makes it seem intense and almost alien. 
 
Paragraph 6 
“. . . nowhere is there a trace of . . .” 
 
Paragraph 8 
“Their vagabonding” makes them seem alive and as if they have agency.  
 
Paragraph 12 
“. . . some rove from north to south. Some head west. Many carve zigzag paths along the playa . . . .” 
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Instructional Materials Question 38

Score Point: 3
The response identifies the author’s use of metaphors and adjectives that enhance the sense 
of mystery and selects specific and relevant details as support. In addition to other support, it 
includes an example of how a sentence might read without descriptive language and observes, 
“How boring is that?!” This response reflects complete understanding of the task and the 
passage. 
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Instructional Materials Question 38

Score Point: 3
The response identifies specific examples of descriptive language and explores their effect. 
Though the later examples are less relevant to the task (e.g., “predominantly”), the response 
concludes by observing that the description makes the rocks and their environment seem 
powerful. It is a complete response. 
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Instructional Materials Question 38

Score Point: 2
The response identifies instances of descriptive language and makes the vague observation that 
they give the reader “a way of picturing and imagining the sene in their minds.” It includes an 
example of descriptive language and says that it adds to the suspense, but does not explain how 
it does so. This is very typical of a response receiving a “2.” 
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Instructional Materials Question 38

Score Point: 2
The response reflects a general understanding that descriptive language captures the attention 
of the reader to make him or her really “ponder on this natural phenomenon” and provides an 
example. It is a limited response. 
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Instructional Materials Question 38

Score Point: 1
The response provides a good example of the author’s use of descriptive language and explains 
that this helps the reader visualize what is happening, but does not link this to a sense of 
mystery. It is a minimal response. 
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Instructional Materials Question 38

Score Point: 1
The response focuses on the evidence that the moving rocks are a mystery, rather than how the 
author’s use of descriptive language enhances the sense of mystery. This was a very common 
misreading of the task. However, it does reflect an understanding that this grabs the reader’s 
attention, which is sufficient to be considered a minimal response. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pondering Predictions” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: This is a technique that authors sometimes use, and there is a contrast, but not in the 
points of view. 
Rationale B: Correct: Being familiar with the topics allows the reader to make an educated guess about the 
topic of the passage. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: A reader might be led to this conclusion if he/she did not read the rest of the passage. 
Rationale D: Correct: Most readers are familiar with telephones and television and their role in modern life; the 
author uses this as a hook. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pondering Predictions” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
2 
 

Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to relate knowledge of text 
structures to analyze the impact on meaning. The response includes specific 
inferences that make clear reference to the text.  

1 
 

Response gives partial evidence of the ability to relate knowledge of text 
structures to analyze the impact on meaning. The response includes one or 
more accurate inferences, but they are vague or otherwise incomplete.  

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses will vary, but should reflect a general understanding that these paragraphs introduce the topic, 
indicate the author’s point of view, and provide examples of people (or rodents) whose predictions are not 
especially accurate. The paragraphs also help to develop the lighthearted/humorous tone of the passage.   
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pondering Predictions” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Incorrect: One would have no reason to change a right prediction. 
Rationale B: Correct: The sentence contrasts laughing at something wrong and praising something right. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: Imitating right predictions does not contrast with laughing at wrong ones. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: The sentence is a contrast between mocking something and praising something. 
“Remembering” does not fit the contrast. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pondering Predictions” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Correct: Watkins had many predictions, both incorrect and correct. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: This shows that people can lose much if they follow a bad prediction, but the meaning 
of “you win some, you lose some” is that you get some predictions right, you get others wrong. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: This shows that Einstein lost some but not that he won some. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: This prediction is meant as a joke, and is likely true. Nonetheless, technically it has not 
been proven either true or false yet. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pondering Predictions” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses should indicate the following: 
 
And it’s also possible that predictions, even wrong ones, can act to inspire people to strive for something that is 
presently inconceivable—maybe a prediction can nudge an impossible idea into the realm of possibility. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pondering Predictions” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Pondering Predictions” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
3 
 

Response is a complete explanation of how the author establishes the tone of 
the passage and how the tone affects the message. Response is supported with 
details from the passage. 

2 
 

Response is a limited explanation of how the author establishes the tone of the 
passage and how the tone affects the message. Response is supported with 
limited details (number or quality) from the passage. 

1 
 

Response is a minimal explanation of how the author establishes the tone of 
the passage and how the tone affects the message. Response is supported with 
few or no details from the passage. 

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses should reflect an understanding that the author establishes a light, informal, conversational, 
humorous tone through fragments, idioms, contractions, the use of first and second person, and informal 
language. 
 
Examples from the text may include, but are not limited to: 
 
“. . . I make them all the time.” 
“Great prediction, genius.” 
“. . . one of the most genius-y geniuses ever. . .” 
“OK, so it’s not strictly speaking a prediction. . . .” 
“And that’s just fine.” 
“You win some, you lose some.” 
“. . . you might be better off choosing tails than listening to the talking heads.” 
“. . . with a grain of salt.” 
“. . . I’d like to go out on my own limb . . .” 
“. . . my own daring prediction . . .” 
“(drum roll, please) . . .” 
 
The tone is used to illustrate the point that one should not take people’s predictions too seriously. The author 
shows this through text examples but also through the light and even humorous tone. 
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Instructional Materials Question 45

Score Point: 3
This is a complete and insightful response to the task. It correctly identifies the tone and several 
ways in which it is created, and it supports these ideas with carefully chosen examples from the 
passage. 
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Instructional Materials Question 45

Score Point: 3
This is a concise but complete response to the task. It identifies three ways the author creates 
the tone and supports each with specific examples. It then links the tone to the effect on the 
message, observing, “the facts are clouded by a mist of humor; this is what keeps the reader’s 
attention.” 
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Instructional Materials Question 45

Score Point: 2
The response identifies the tone as “humorous” and uses the Albert Einstein example as support. 
This, according to the writer, “creates an easy to understand vibe.” This is an accurate but limited 
response to both parts of the task. 
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Instructional Materials Question 45

Score Point: 2
The response includes support for the idea that the author makes many “factual yet clever 
remarks.” It suggests that the tone reinforces the idea that being wrong is sometimes okay. Both 
parts of the task are addressed, but in a limited way. 
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Instructional Materials Question 45

Score Point: 1
The response identifies the tone as “humerous but informational” and gives an example of each. 
It also observes that the tone makes it more enjoyable to read. Deeper insight or support would 
improve this response’s score. 
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Instructional Materials Question 45

Score Point: 1
The characterization of the tone as “straightforward” is incomplete, as is the support for how the 
tone is established. The discussion about how the tone could affect the reader is an interesting 
approach; overall, however, the writer demonstrates only minimal understanding of the passage. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Tools/The Great Crow Fallacy” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses should indicate at least one of the following: 
 
“We use screwdrivers, pliers, hammers, and numerous other tools for various purposes.” 
 
“As a final act the wasp then picks up a pebble in her jaws and tamps down the sand over the entrance.” 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Tools/The Great Crow Fallacy” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
2 
 

Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to relate knowledge of text 
structures to analyze the impact on meaning. The response includes specific 
inferences that make clear reference to the text.  

1 
 

Response gives partial evidence of the ability to relate knowledge of text 
structures to analyze the impact on meaning. The response includes one or 
more accurate inferences, but they are vague or otherwise incomplete.  

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses should reflect an understanding that the text gives the central idea in the beginning, and then every 
paragraph details a specific example to illustrate the central idea. The author chose this structure to present 
many individual examples clearly and to distinctly support the central idea. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Tools/The Great Crow Fallacy” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Correct: The green heron is the only animal described that lures prey using bait. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: Both the otter and archerfish also require water. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: All the other animals (except the herring gull and archerfish) use objects. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: All the other animals described eat other animals. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Tools/The Great Crow Fallacy” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Rationale A: Correct: Terry Maple merely raised the question of whether crows use cars to crack nuts. He 
made no claims one way or the other. Other people (including scientists), however, followed up with faulty 
research and conclusions. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: Terry Maple said that his observation was merely an anecdote. He was not necessarily 
believing it without evidence. He was raising the question. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: Daniel Cristol’s method for testing the anecdote about crows does not in itself offer 
support to the idea that people are too willing to believe. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: David Attenborough and the Japanese psychologist seem to have had the same view. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Tools/The Great Crow Fallacy” 
 

 
 
Scoring Notes: 
 
Rationale A: Correct: The authors believe that the notion that crows use cars as nutcrackers has been shown to 
be false. 
Rationale B: Incorrect: The statement was at one time itself a theory, but this does not fit the immediate 
context, which implies that the authors think very little of the idea that crows use cars as nutcrackers. 
Rationale C: Incorrect: The authors may think the theory was unintentionally overstated in the past, but this 
option does not correspond with the following words about evidence. 
Rationale D: Incorrect: Despite saying that the Japanese documentary has helped the popularity of the theory, 
the immediate context indicates that the authors disagree with the theory. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Tools/The Great Crow Fallacy” 
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Scoring Notes:  
 
Correct answers: 
 
“For nearly twenty years, others cited these two published accounts as evidence of exceptional intelligence in 
crows.” 
 
“The authors concluded, reasonably enough: ‘Our observations suggest that crows merely are using the hard 
road surface to facilitate opening walnuts, and their interactions with cars are incidental.’” 
 
“Lesson: Don’t Confuse Anecdotes with Data” 
 
“So for us, the notion that crows deliberately use cars as nutcrackers has been debunked, until and unless better 
evidence comes along.” 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Tools/The Great Crow Fallacy” 
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Scoring Notes:  

  
 
Responses will vary; alternate wording/characteristics are acceptable if supported by the passage. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Tools/The Great Crow Fallacy” 
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Scoring Notes:  
 

Responses should reflect the following: 
 
Most reliable: Daniel Cristol. Conducted systematic scientific research. 
 
The following two names may be interchanged: 
Theodore Pietsch. Co-authored the study with Grobecker but eventually acknowledged his error. 
Terry Maple. Correctly called his observation an anecdote. 
 
Least reliable: David Grobecker. Drew faulty conclusions based on scant observation and published them as if 
authoritative. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Tools/The Great Crow Fallacy” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
3 
 

Response is a complete explanation of what the quotation means and how it 
relates to the authors’ main point. Response is supported with details from the 
passage. 

2 
 

Response is a limited explanation of what the quotation means and/or how it 
relates to the authors’ main point. Response is supported with limited details 
(number or quality) from the passage. 

1 
 

Response is a minimal explanation of what the quotation means and/or how it 
relates to the authors’ main point. Response is supported with few or no 
details from the passage. 

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses will vary, but should reflect an understanding that the quotation means that a random observation of 
a phenomenon does not demonstrate a scientific truth; there needs to be a more rigorous and methodical 
investigation.  
 
The quotation relates to the authors’ main point that a widely held belief that crows use cars as tools to crack 
open walnuts has been disproved through the use of careful scientific inquiry.  
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Instructional Materials Question 54

Score Point: 3
This is an example of a low 3. It provides a brief summary and then uses this information to 
explain what the quotation means and how it connects to the author’s main point: that ideas that 
may seem credible at first glance may actually lack strong evidence. It is concise, but reflects 
complete understanding of both the passage and the task. 
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Instructional Materials Question 54

Score Point: 2
The response reflects a basic understanding of the difference between anecdotes and data. 
Support, however, is limited. 
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Instructional Materials Question 54

Score Point: 2
The response reflects a broad understanding of the quotation but includes only limited details as 
support. A more precise definition of what constitutes true research and/or more details about 
how the researchers conducted their study of the crows would strengthen this response. 
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Instructional Materials Question 54

Score Point: 1
This response attempts to address both parts of the task. The first paragraph is largely repetition 
of a single idea. The reference to people making up a couple of stories is inaccurate. The 
response would be strengthened by the inclusion of more support.
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Instructional Materials Question 54

Score Point: 1
The response reflects minimal understanding of the meaning of the quotation and vaguely 
connects it to the passage. 
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Nevada Instructional Materials Phase III 
Grade 8 Reading 

“Tools/The Great Crow Fallacy” 
 

 
 
Scoring Guide: 
 

Score Description 
2 
 

Response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to analyze one or more texts 
to determine how connections are made among topics/information presented. 
The response includes specific inferences that make clear reference to the text.  

1 
 

Response gives partial evidence of the ability to analyze one or more texts to 
determine how connections are made among topics/information presented. 
The response includes one or more accurate inferences, but they are vague or 
otherwise incomplete.  

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. 
Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
Responses will vary, but should reflect a general understanding that “The Great Crow Fallacy” might make 
someone more wary of the conclusions in “Tools.” People thought for a time that crows used cars as tools, but 
that idea was built only on anecdotes. “Tools” gives no scientific evidence to support the conclusions it makes. 
In fact, with the case of sea gulls, it says, “Sea gulls have been seen . . . ” which sounds much like an anecdote 
itself.  
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