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Background:
The Nevada Education Performance System requires the NDE to differentiate its system of recognition, accountability, and support for schools in response to demonstrated data-based needs. This approach aligns federal and state resources, including interventions, to support schools with the most significant needs.  School districts with Focus and/or Priority schools, or a high proportion of 1 and 2 Star schools, are required to set aside an amount equal to between 5-15% of the district’s Title I-A allocation to meet the needs of these struggling schools.  Note that the phrase an amount equal to clarifies that the funds set aside for this purpose need not be all Title I funds.  Other funding sources that can be used to meet part of this total required set aside include Title II, Part A, Title III, and IDEA funds.
1. Which districts must reserve an amount equal to between 5-15% of their Title I-A allocation?
Districts with Focus and/or Priority schools or a large proportion of 1 and 2 Star schools are required to set aside an amount equal to between 5-15% of their Title I allocation to meet the needs of its most struggling schools.
2. Do these set aside requirements only apply to struggling schools that receive Title I funds?
It is a requirement for the district to look at the needs of all of its schools, and in particular the needs of its most struggling schools in terms of both overall achievement and the largest gaps between subpopulations of students.
3. When must the calculations be completed and applied to a district’s school allocations?
Ideally the district would begin discussing the following year’s allocations during its preliminary planning process in the spring referencing achievement trends and how funding sources can be utilized across its schools to align with each school’s identified needs.
4. Does the NDE need to approve the set asides proposed by the district?
During 2013-2014, the first year of full implementation of the Nevada Education Performance System, a collaborative process exists between the NDE and school districts as the various needs are identified and corresponding funding sources are identified to support those needs.  For the 2014-2015 school year these discussions will continue and district are strongly encouraged to collaborate across their federal programs to ensure alignment of funding will support its most struggling schools.
5. Does the district need to submit any documentation on the 5-15% set asides to the NDE?
Submission of documentation on calculations for determining these required set asides will be required during the 2014-2015 school year.  Districts with priority and Focus schools should prepare to upload into eNOTE the completed District Level and School Level Fiscal Resource Alignment worksheets (both available at the NDE SI Resources website below) by October 1, 2014.
6. On which school year’s allocations are the set asides calculations based?
The district should base its calculations on the allocations from the school year in which the supports and interventions will be implemented.  For example, allocations for school year 2014-15 should be used to plan for school year 2014-15. Discussions occur in the spring when preliminary allocation amounts are received from the federal government and interim achievement data and trend data from the past few years are available for needs analysis.  Prior to the beginning of the next school year when final allocations are received and the most recent state assessment data becomes available, the amounts to set aside for each school can be finalized.
7. Does the district need to take into account the Title I and Title III supplement not supplant requirements in determining these calculations? 
Yes.  The requirements to supplement not supplant existing state and local resources with certain federal funding sources, such as Title I and Title III, are still in place and must be used when making any school level supplemental federal funding decisions.  For more information, please see the Title I Fiscal Guidance at the following link: www.doe.nv.gov/Title_I_Additional_Resources/.
The NDE has developed guidance and other resources to assist school districts in calculating and aligning the required and optional federal funding sources.  These resources are available on the website below along with an Information Sheet on the 5-15% Set Aside requirement.
Website:
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