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Background:
The Nevada Education Performance System requires the NDE to differentiate its system of recognition, accountability, and support for schools in response to demonstrated data-based needs. This approach aligns federal and state resources, including interventions, to support schools with the most significant needs.  School districts with Focus and/or Priority schools, or a high proportion of 1 and 2 Star schools, are required to set aside an amount equal to between 5-15% of the district’s Title I-A allocation to meet the needs of these struggling schools. Note that the phrase an amount equal to clarifies that the funds set aside for this purpose need not be all Title I funds.  Other funding sources that can be used to meet part of this total required set aside are outlined in the first table below.
	Federal Funding Source
	Purpose of Funding Source

	Title I Part A (Basic)
	To support the learning needs of students from poverty to ensure they can meet the state’s academic standards

	Title II Part A
	To support teacher quality in particular within those schools with the greatest academic needs and the lowest proportion of highly-qualified teachers

	Title III
	To support the academic achievement of students who are English language learners

	IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)
	To support the academic achievement of students with disabilities and ensure these students receive a free and appropriate education


The following are examples of additional federal funding sources that could also be used to leverage support for instructional and other needs at a district’s low performing schools.

	Federal Funding Source
	Purpose of Funding Source

	Striving Readers Literacy
	To support literacy acquisition for at-risk students & their families

	GEAR UP
	To support for 1st generation college-going students

	21st CCLC
	Extended learning time for academics and enrichment activities

	HS Graduation Initiative
	To support increased graduation and decreased drop out rates


The NDE has developed guidance and other resources to assist school districts in calculating and aligning the required and optional federal funding sources.  These resources are available on the website below along with Frequently Asked Questions on this topic.
Website:

School Improvement Resources:  http://www.doe.nv.gov/Ofice_Educational_Opportunity_SI_Resources
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