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[bookmark: _Toc466977230]Broadband and WAN Access and Improvement Matching Grant
The Nevada Department of Education, in conjunction with the Governor’s Office of Science, Innovation and Technology, is pleased to extend an opportunity to support broadband and WAN improvement projects to schools districts, with a grant pool of $1.37 million.  The funds may be used for any broadband construction project that can bring broadband TO a school, such as the installation of fiber optic cable, microwave towers, or other similar broadband/WAN projects.

To apply, please include all of the required materials listed under the Application Requirements check list below.
[bookmark: _Toc466977231]Important Information 
· We strongly encourage every school/school district and examine any opportunity for schools to connect to fiber where able, or improve their broadband speed and pursue these funds.
· This grant will require a 10% match from the district or charter school.
· The match can be in the form of provider contribution, provider services, school funds or a combination thereof.
· All funds must be spent by June 30, 2017.
· All questions about the Application must be submitted to the following forum:
	Submit questions here (http://wangrantquestions.wikispaces.com)
· Any questions pertaining to connectivity, network design, construction or improvements may be directed to:  Lindsey Harmon, Executive Director, Connect Nevada, LHarmon@connectnv.org.

[bookmark: _Toc466977232]Submission of Application
Please submit one (1) paper copy of the application to:
	Evelyn Barragan
	700 East Fifth Street
	Carson City, NV 89701
AND send an electronic copy of the application to kvidoni@doe.nv.gov  AND ebarragan@doe.nv.gov.

Application Requirements
· Cover Sheet – Complete the attached sheet and sign. 
· Assurances – Complete the attached sheet and sign by District Supervisor or Designee.
· Broadband and WAN Access and Improvement Matching Application.
· Diagram of District Network Design (this can be a simple, schematic hand-drawing if necessary)
· Vendor Estimate for Upgrades
· Budget Sheets

Timeline
11-15-2016		RFA posted to the Nevada Department of Education Website
01-18-2017	Applications due to NDE by 5:00 p.m.
02-06-2017	Award announcements
06-30-2017	ALL FUNDS MUST BE SPENT.



[bookmark: _Toc466977234]STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION 

FY17 State Educational Technology Implementation Funds 

Return to:		NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of Standard and Instructional Support
700 East Fifth Street, Suite 104
Carson City, NV 89701		ATTN: Evelyn P. Barragan

 SECTION A: APPLICATION FOR A SUBGRANT CERTIFICATION
I HEREBY CERTIFY that, to the best of my knowledge, the information in this application is correct.
The applicant designated below hereby applies for a subgrant of state funds for the State Educational Technology Implementation Funds.  The local Board of Trustees/Organization has authorized me to file this application and such action is recorded in the minutes of the agency's meeting held on ______________________________ (Date).


Signature: __________________________________________ 		Date: ___________________	 Superintendent of Schools or Authorized Representative

PART I – APPLICANT
Applicant:  (Legal Name of Agency):____________________________________________
Mailing Address (Street, P. O. Box, City/ Zip):_____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Name, title and phone number of Applicant: ______________________________________
Authorized Contact person:____________________________________________________

Name, title and phone number of Applicant:______________________________________
Fiscal Contact person:_________________________________________________________


Amount of application:________________________________________________

 PART II – STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE

Date Received:	______________________________________________________
Obligation Amount:__________________________________________________
Reviewer’s Signature:	________________________________________________		
Date: ___________________



Broadband and WAN Access and Improvement Matching Grant Application


School District:
 
Name of school(s) impacted:

Application contact person:

Contact’s e-mail address and phone number:

Amount of funding request:

Amount of funding the district will provide:

Explain the district’s funding source (district or an outside source):

Are you applying for E-rate special construction matching grants as well?  ___Yes ___No

If not, why?

What is the district’s E-rate discount rate?:

What is the anticipated E-rate contribution?:

In the space below, address the following items.  Responses may not exceed two pages (12-point Times New Roman font, single-spaced, 1-inch margins). 
· Describe the current broadband improvement or WAN infrastructure needs of the district and/or school(s), and how these funds will improve school connectivity.
·  What are the current connection speeds, and the anticipated connection speed once connectivity is improved?  
· How does this upgrade fit within your larger district plan for use of E-rate funds?
· If your district does not receive E-rate funding at anticipated levels, how will you spend out these state funds by June 30, 2017? 

[bookmark: _Toc466977235]Assurances

The undersigned provides the following assurances:

1. The provisions listed in the Educational Technology Appropriation pertaining to the use of the technology appropriations will be fully accepted and complied with.
2. The funding provided through the Educational Technology Appropriation will be accounted for separately in a Special Revenue Account. The accounting and program records will be available to representatives of the Commission on Educational Technology, Nevada Department of Education, Legislative Committee on Education, Legislative Counsel Bureau, Legislative Bureau of Educational Accountability and Program Evaluation, and State Department of Administration. The records will also be subject to the annual organization audit required of all school districts.
3. This Grant is subject to the provision of the Nevada State Administrative Manuel (SAM) and Nevada Revised Statutes.
4. The reports pertaining to educational technology requested by the Commission on Educational Technology, Nevada Department of Education, Legislative Committee on Education, Legislative Counsel Bureau, Legislative Bureau of Educational Accountability, and State Department of Administration will be filed accurately and within the prescribed timelines.  If they are not, this will be grounds for forfeiture of remaining funds for the FY17 grant cycle.
5. The school district will not use the funds to enhance the salaries or benefits of current employees. Furthermore the funding will not be used to increase the resources available for contract negotiations with the associations representing the various employee groups.
6. The district agrees to provide adequate locations at the school to house the networking equipment including switches, patch panels, and controllers including surge protection.
7. The district agrees to maintain students’ media releases and acceptable use policies as normally administered by the district and school(s).  
8. The district agrees to fully comply with the needs assessment mandated by NRS 388.795.  Second year funding may be withheld if the district does not comply.
9. The district agrees to fully comply with the outside evaluation team that will evaluate the effectiveness of these grants and any other state data collection initiative.  Noncompliance may affect the district’s eligibility in future grant cycles or result in forfeiture of remaining funds for the FY17 grant cycle.
10. All requests for budget amendments must be made in writing prior to expenditure of funds.
11. Final financial reports will be on file with the Nevada Department of Education for all previous educational technology funding within 45 days from the end of the grant cycle.
12. Any funds not committed for expenditure as of June 30, 2017 will be returned to the Nevada Department of Education for reversion to the State General Fund.
13. The district agrees to all terms of participation outlined in this RFA.

 Signature:


____________________________________________________________________________________

District Superintendent or Authorized Designee		Date

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Print Name Here						Date




[bookmark: _Toc466977236]Scoring Guidelines for Broadband and WAN Access and Improvements Matching Grant

	[bookmark: _GoBack]
Description (Total of 100 possible points)
	Total Points Available
	Doesn’t Meet*
	Meets*
	Exceeds*
	Total

	Cover Sheet (3)
Cover sheet is complete.  No partial credit.
	0 points if not complete, 3 points if complete.
	0
	3
	
	

	Broadband/WAN Description (75)
Applications that exceed the 2-page limit will not be considered.

The scoring committee will refer to the Broadband and WAN Infrastructure Upgrade section of this RFA to make determinations.
	
	
	
	
	

	Top Section of the Application Complete
	15
	0-5
	6-10
	11-15
	

	Description was clear and complete
	55
	0-10
	11-45
	45-55
	

	District network diagram provided
	5
	0
	5
	
	

	Vendor estimate provided (10)
	10
	0-3
	4-7
	8-10
	

	Budget Sheets  (10)
Budget Sheets were submitted and reflect the vendor pricing submitted in the vendor estimate.  Budget items are in the appropriate places on the budget sheets. A budget separate from the main one-to-one program budget was submitted.

	10
	0-3
	4-7
	8-10
	

	Assurances (2)
Assurances sheet was signed by the appropriate person and submitted.
	0 points if not complete, 2 points if complete.
	0
	2
	
	

	Total
	100
	
	
	
	


*Doesn’t Meet: Addresses some or most of the criteria, but lacks sufficient detail to assure success
*Meets:  Addresses all of the criteria and provides sufficient evidence to assure success
*Exceeds:  Addresses all of the criteria and exceeds minimum expectations to assure success
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