
Virtual Resources 

Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, the Nevada Department of Education would like to provide 

teachers with resources to assist in the development of distant learning plans. Below you will 

find resources that may help during this challenging time. We will update this website as we 

receive new resources. If you have questions, please feel free to reach out any time.  

 

Please be cautious of:  

1. Digital resources that require teachers or students to create online accounts (whether 

verified through email or not) 

2. Digital resources that have copyright restrictions (many of these may also require account 

creation) 

3. Digital resources being shared by companies that have temporarily opened their paid for 

resources to use for free for a limited time (some but not all of these can also require 

account creation)  

4. Follow all district, state, and FERPA policies regarding the privacy of our students. 

5. Review all content prior to giving students assignments to ensure it is appropriate for 

your students.  

• Please refer to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for information regarding 

schools, workplaces, and community locations. 

 

Read Aloud (K-4)  

StoryLine Online 

This award-winning children’s literacy website streams videos featuring celebrated actors 

reading children’s books alongside creatively produced illustrations. Reading aloud to children 

has been shown to improve reading, writing and communication skills, logical thinking and 

concentration, as well as inspire a lifelong love of reading. Storyline Online is available 24 hours 

a day for children, parents, caregivers and educators worldwide. Each book includes 

supplemental curriculum developed by a credentialed elementary educator, aiming to strengthen 

comprehension and verbal and written skills for English-language learners. 

 

Reading Foundational Skills (PK-2)  

Print Concepts, Phonological Awareness, Phonics, Fluency 

PBS Learning Media  

This free site provides resources for emerging readers and teachers of emerging readers. Lesson 

plans include best practices for teaching print concepts, such as the parts of a book and sentence 

structure. Phonological awareness is explored through several interactive games aimed at pre-

kindergarten through second grade students. A "cootie catcher" activity can be used to encourage 

reading and writing sight words. Vowel combinations, phonics and decoding, and speech and 

reading accuracy are also examined in Reading Foundational Skills. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/index.html
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://knpb.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/english-language-arts-and-literacy/reading-foundational-skills/


Beginning Reading (PK-1)  

Beginning Reads 

This program supports teachers, parents, and tutors in bringing children into reading. Before 

children learn about written language, they have developed a substantial oral language word 

bank. The goal of BeginningReads is to connect student’s oral language knowledge with written 

language. The texts do this by placing a premium on words that are both highly concrete and 

phonetically regular—words such dog, cat, pet, and big. Each level has 12 4-page books that 

share a set of concepts, which allows young readers to see the same words in many different 

texts. Each book is provided as a double-sided PDF ready for printing. 

  

Reading (K-12)  

ReadWorks 

 

Find hundreds of reading passages, questions sets, vocabulary activities, eBooks and more! 

ReadWorks applies the science on how diverse learners move toward reading comprehension to 

all of their offerings. Audio support is available for many selections.  

 

PBS Informational Texts (K-12) 

These standards aligned resources explore the strategies and techniques used to read, write, and 

teach how text can be used to transfer knowledge to the reader. Teachers can delve into 

professional development materials that focus on skills such as activating prior knowledge and 

reading charts and tables. Students will be better prepared to critically analyze sources using 

strategies such as the Five Key Questions of media literacy. Students in the primary grades can 

practice giving and following step-by-step directions after watching an example by Professor 

Monkey in a Martha Speaks video.  

 

Reading in Science and Technical Subjects 

 

PBS offers texts and other resources that encourage reading on topics ranging from animal 

rehabilitation, to energy transfer, to careers in nanotechnology. 

 

Writing (PK-12) 

ELA Writing 

PBS Writing explores all types of writing, including argumentative, personal, and explanatory 

narrative and writing 

 

 

 

http://www.textproject.org/teachers/students/beginningreads/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://knpb.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/english-language-arts-and-literacy/informational-texts/
https://knpb.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/english-language-arts-and-literacy/reading-in-science--technical-subjects/
https://knpb.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/english-language-arts-and-literacy/ela-writing/


Writing about Reading 

Comprehension Response Sheets 

 

Research (K-12) 

Achieve the Core 

Lessons to support learners in developing research skills and writing to inform or explain.  

 

Speaking and Listening (K-12)  

PBS Speaking and Listening  

The subject of Speaking and Listening is separated into two categories. Resources in 

Comprehension and Collaboration include lesson plans that encourage analyzing and comparing 

perspectives, as well as writing a rap with story elements. In Presentation of Knowledge and 

Ideas, students can explore how to map their ideas and find suggestions on how to communicate 

in a professional environment. Digital media, rhetoric, and conversations are additional topics 

covered. 
 

Listenwise (4-12)  

High quality podcasts from NPR are paired with learning tools and listening comprehension 

quizzes.   

Vocabulary  

Vocabulary Lessons: E4 and S4 

Vocabulary knowledge is the single best predictor of students' comprehension of texts. The 

reading of complex texts requires that students have rich vocabularies. The two types of reading 

lessons provided by TextProject—E4 (Exceptional Expressions for Everyday Events) and S4 

(Super Synonym Sets for Stories)—support the development of strong and generative 

vocabularies 

 

Cross Curricular (PK-9) 

 Learn at Home provides 20 days’ worth of active learning journeys designed to reinforce and 

sustain educational opportunities Every day includes four separate learning experiences, each 

built around a thrilling, meaningful story or video. Just find your grade level and let the learning 

begin! 

 

http://www.textproject.org/tutoring-materials/comprehension-response-sheets/
https://achievethecore.org/category/411/ela-literacy-lessons?filter_cat=1192&sort=name
https://knpb.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/english-language-arts-and-literacy/speaking-and-listening/
https://listenwise.com/lessons/ela
http://www.textproject.org/teachers/vocabulary/
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html?caching


 


