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NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT (PIFE) 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2016 9:00 AM 

Meeting Locations: 

Office Address City Meeting Room 
Depar

SUMMARY MINUTE

tment of Education 9890 S. Maryland Pkwy Las Vegas Board Room (2nd Floor) 
Department of Education 700 E. Fifth St Carson City Board Room 

S OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

(Video Conferenced) 

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
In Las Vegas:
Denette Suddeth
Stacie Wilke
Julie Williams
Sylvia Espinoza
Ben Salkowe
Stavan Corbett

In Carson City: 
None 

CALL-IN MEMBERS: (due to fires and road closures preventing travel to boardrooms)
Jennifer Hoy
Diane Nicolet

DEPARTMENT STAFF PRESENT:
In Las Vegas:
Cynthia Santos
Kim Bennett

In Carson City: 
None 

LEGAL STAFF PRESENT: 
In Carson City 
None 

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 
In Las Vegas: 
Laura Malkovich, Churchill School District/NWRPDP 
Amanda Morgan, Educate Nevada Now 
Adriana Martinez, Educate Nevada Now 
Dianne Farkas, Family to Family 
Cambria Frazier, Family to Family 

Carson City: 
None 

Agenda Item #1 – Call to Order; Roll Call: Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting started at 9:06 am. 
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Roll call was taken as reflected above. It was determined that quorum was met. 
Chair Suddeth led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Agenda Item #2 – Public Comment #1 
Public Comment will be taken during this agenda item regarding any item appearing on the agenda. No action may be taken on a matter 
discussed under this item until the matter is included on an agenda as an item on which action may be taken. The Chair of the Advisory 
Council for Parent Involvement and Family Engagement will impose a time limit of three minutes. Public Comment #2 will provide an 
opportunity for public comment on any matter within the Council’s jurisdiction, control or advisory power.  
 
No public comment in Las Vegas. 
 
Agenda Item #3 – Introduction of New Members 
(Information/Discussion) Denette Suddeth, Chair 
 
Chair Suddeth welcomed everyone, gave an overview of how to announce themselves for the recording. 
She asked everyone to introduce themselves and to include the seat they hold. 
 
Members and staff introduced themselves, where they work, and their positions on the Council. 
 
Agenda Item #4 – Flexible Agenda Approval 
(Information/Discussion/Possible Action) Denette Suddeth, Chair 
 
Motion: Member Corbett made a motion to approve a flexible agenda. Motion was seconded by Member 
Wilke. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Agenda Item #5 – Approval of August 10, 2016 Minutes 
(Information/Discussion/Possible Action) Denette Suddeth, Chair 
 
Chair Suddeth asked for a minor correction on the August 10, 2016 minutes on page 2 of 4, in the last 
paragraph; she was asking “how parents will know that their students are part of the ASD”. 
 
Motion: Member Corbett made motion to approve the August 10, 2016 minutes with modifications as 
requested. Motion was seconded by Member Salkowe. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Election of Officers of the Advisory Council for Parental Involvement and Family Engagement 
(Information/Discussion/Possible Action) Greg D. Ott, Deputy Attorney General 
• Vice Chair 
 
Chair Suddeth stated that Member Hoy was voted in as Vice Chair last September and her term is up.  
 
Chair Suddeth nominated Member Hoy for reelection as Vice Chair. 
 
Motion: Member Wilke made a motion to reappoint Member Hoy as Vice Chair. Motion was seconded 
by Member Corbett. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chair Suddeth advised Member Hoy that she has been reelected as Vice Chair of this Council; Member 
Hoy accepted her reappointment to the position. 
 
Agenda Item #7 – Nevada Department of Education and Office of Parental Involvement and Family 
Engagement Updates 
(Information/Discussion) Cynthia Santos, NDE Education Programs Professional, Office of Parental 
Involvement and Family Engagement (PIFE) 
 
Cynthia provided the following NDE PIFE updates: 
 
• September Liaison Webinar – Cynthia is meeting with district contacts every other month via 

webinar; they had one on September 22nd with a Read by Grade 3 focus. There is a huge family 
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engagement component, and she has been working with the Read by Grade 3 Education Program 
Professional’s in both north and south to ensure they are promoting best practice and providing 
training for the learning strategists. She is also ensuring the liaisons and the schools know this is an 
expectation.  The next call is in November, 2016, and asks Members of this body for topics. 

• SEA Calls – Cynthia is continuing the SEA (State Education Agency) calls. It is ESSA talk, engaging 
stakeholders, as well as providing State resources. They recently sent out the drop box link which has 
great resources; Cynthia will share this with the Council members. 

• 2016 Nevada Family Engagement Summit – The summit has over 530 attendees, including about 
20 vendors, the presenters, a group of parents, and 5 Spanish translators.  There are over 35 
workshops to choose from, and 6 nationally recognized names and organizations. Registration is now 
closed. 

• 2016 National Center for Families Learning Summit – Cynthia will be attending the summit; the 
focus is on building the adult and parent capacity specifically in literacy.  

• Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) – The advisory group meets periodically and they have 6 
workgroups. Each is headed by different members within NDE. Dena Durish asked Cynthia to share 
that the funding streams are getting a lot of attention currently and directed members to a helpful 
presentation on the NDE website. Cynthia shared NDE’s plan for submission.  

 
Agenda Item #8 – Presentation from Family 2 Family Connection 
Flexible agenda imposed by Chair Suddeth, this item taken as agenda item #5. 
(Information/Discussion) Diane Farkas, Executive Director, Family to Family Connection; Cambria 
Frazier, Program Director, Family to Family Connection. 
 
Dianne Farkas and Cambria Frazier introduced themselves and gave an overview of program and shared 
their PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Dianne states the program started in 1997 related to infants and young children; it was a statewide 
program with 13 programs throughout this state, connected with existing non-profits. In 1999 they 
became their own 501C3; an independent organization with a Board and leadership. They connected with 
Nevada Early Intervention and the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) which was a huge factor in 
their sustainability. In 2003 they created their annual non-profit event called Touch a Truck which also 
helped sustain their program. In 2011, when Family to Family funding was deleted from the budget, they 
continued to do their work. The focus was to respond to the needs of their clients. The program evolved to 
serve children older than infants, and was dedicated to preparing children to start school ready to learn. 
 
Cambria states they are a community based non-profit that resembles the extended family as a resource. 
They offer lots of classes that are fun for the child, and engaging for the parent, based on pre-literacy 
skills and social interactions that require parent interaction at all times, and parents provide feedback. 
They have many community partners that teach classes. They have a diverse and multicultural population. 
The parents become advocates for their child and for their education. The parent-volunteers help teach 
classes, such as crafts, to be part of the program, and they take great pride in this. Bilingual parents and 
children participate in teaching others, and assist with translation services at events. 
 
Many classes are free of charge and are available to babysitters, uncles, anyone, as well as parents or care 
givers. They offer outreach classes at various locations, they go to the women’s centers, libraries, 
community fairs and other facilities. Families are encouraged to sign up on the webpage for the mailing 
list for monthly newsletters and other information, they are also on Facebook. Diane offers counseling to 
families. They have many partnerships that teach at the centers. Their centers are open Monday through 
Thursday, and offer activities at libraries for accessibility. They also have a lactation nurse on staff. 
  
They guide, educate and support parents and children to be prepared for school through playgroups, Pre-K 
readiness and classes; children learn many skills prior to entry to kindergarten. They get a lot of support 
and help from the community. The parents are required to participate, and receive certificates from many 
of the classes the community partners teach. The program does monthly data report tracking where they 
keep track of the classes. They have a waiting list of over 50 families; it’s a free program and those who 
participate are very grateful for the program. 
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Dianne’s Statement of Purpose was reviewed. They have a small budget with 2 locations, but are trying 
their best to make a difference. There are many families attending, and Dianne loves to see the confidence 
in the children with the group experiences. It is a safe place that kids can feel a part of, as well as for the 
parents to get involved with their children throughout their lives. They are continually evolving and 
reaching out in the community to connect with children and to make a difference. The Board members are 
active in leadership and teaching at the centers. Dianne has met with the Pediatrics staff at the new UNLV 
medical school, will have residents and physicians come to teach classes with them. 
 
Chair Suddeth thanked the ladies for their commitment to the community and the families they are 
serving. 
 
Member Hoy liked hearing that parents are child’s first teacher, and asked how long they have been 
existence. Dianne states their doors opened September, 1998 as part of a statewide program, and she has 
been there since the beginning. Member Hoy asked if the program has only been in southern Nevada. 
Dianne states that there were 13 programs throughout the state, but once the funding ended, most of the 
doors closed. They are now independent and have two spaces at Cambridge. They also get support from 
the MGM Mirage Foundation and have recently become partners with the Wynn Resorts Foundation. 
Member Hoy also asked Dianne about future funding plans. Dianne states they have been in contact with 
the Grants Management Unit, but unfortunately was told there was no chance of state funding. Member 
Hoy asks about longitudinal data, such as test scores and reading levels, the graduation rate, and if the 
students go on to college. Dianne states they only have anecdotal data; they only have 4 staff and do not 
have staff time for these types of data studies. They have connected with UNLV Graduate Program for 
nonprofit, and have a committee newly established to help with outcome measures, but without outside 
assistance, it is outside of their pay scale and hourly allocation of work time. 
 
Member Salkowe thanked Dianne and Cambria for time in putting together the presentation and their time 
in the program. He is interested in understanding more about the program, and asks what they anticipate 
for growth and service to the families. Dianne states they have partnerships with the libraries and their 
programs they can join with. They also have connections with City of Las Vegas recreation centers; it’s 
just a matter of staffing and use of expenses. There are four people on staff who are ready and willing to 
do the outreach, but they lack funding. They have three interns that Cambria trains, that fill in the spaces 
where they can. 
 
Member Espinoza states has a background as a Pre-K teacher. She noted that empowering parents speaks 
to her, and she asks about working with Clark County School District (CCSD) or other schools as she 
knows teachers who would like to work with the program. Dianne states they have worked with preschool 
programs in CCSD and the Elaine Wynn School. Dianne noted she would be happy to work with CCSD, 
and with more funding they could do more hours. They have recently become affiliated with the FACES 
(Family and Community Engagement Services) Program, and have been invited to be on their calendar 
and opportunities to have FACES staff come to help with their program at their centers to help navigate 
campus worlds. Dianne will leave business cards and fliers for Member Espinoza and the group. 
 
Chair Suddeth thinks it’s fantastic they connected with the FACES. Hopefully, with FACES and other 
connections, they will have advocacy as the district is reorganized. 
 
Member Corbett congratulates their work. He represents the Public Education Foundation, and sees 
natural synergy of support, and would like their contact information to dialog offsite. He also states there 
are fruitful opportunities to engage in longitudinal activities. Dianne would be happy to connect with his 
organization. 
 
Chair Suddeth encourages them to reach out to Member Kelcey West, whom is a Reverend, for faith-
based goals and connections within other congregations. She noted they are very committed, and thanked 
them for their time. 
 
Agenda Item #9 – Presentation from Educate Nevada Now 
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(Information/Discussion) Adriana Martinez, Outreach Director, Educate Nevada Now; Amanda Morgan, 
Legal Director, Educate Nevada Now 
 
Members will hear a presentation from Educate Nevada Now regarding their work engaging families and 
the community.  
Amanda Morgan will send the meeting materials out later for review. Amanda states Educate Nevada 
Now formed about 2 years ago and is a campaign that’s a coalition of various partners; Education Law 
Center, the Mexican-American Legal Defense in Education Fund, HOPE, and is largely funded by the 
Rogers Foundation. Jim Rogers stood for fair and equitable education for all students, regardless of 
background, and that is what they stand for. They have long standing relationships with national and local 
pro-bono law firms for legal advocacy as part of their mission as an education advocacy group. They push 
for fair and equitable funding opportunities for students to succeed as their main focus as a group. This is 
something that needs to be monitored especially by a group that is focusing on civil rights and legal action 
because, although there are new opportunities for parents, there are also opportunities for failures and they 
want to be involved in the process. With the reorganization of CCSD, a lot of central services will now be 
relegated to organizational teams at the school level. The organization teams will be made of up to four 
teachers, two support staff, the principal who is a non-voting member, middle and high school non-voting 
student members, and half the team should be parents. Only 150 schools in CCSD currently have a PTO 
or PTA out of 360-odd schools. Eighty percent of schools in low income-high ELL neighborhoods do not 
have parent/teacher organizations. They have spoken to FACES to find out what the needs looks like; 
their answers were “we don’t know” about how many parent/teacher organizations there are; it is a 
difficult thing to measure. Even schools that have PTA’s and PTO’s doesn’t mean there is a great amount 
of parent involvement; it may just be a small group of parents that are not representative of the school 
heavily participating and the rest are not. Before going out to advocate for parent involvement, they want 
to evaluate the need. Adriana has started working with Achievement School District staff asking questions 
about parental engagement organization and their comfort levels. They have teamed up with HOPE and 
UNLV to start a parent study and see what they know about the Achievement School District, what are 
the challenges, what are the strengths of the parents, do they know how to look at a school budget, and 
what training do the parents need to be successful. 
 
Adriana has participated in two sessions with FACES, as well as doing work on her own, and has 
reviewed the level of parental engagement. In the beginning stages of discussions with parents, most 
parents have not heard of the reorganization. She asked about parents about their interest in being a part of 
a reorganizational team. They discussed social media is an effective communication tool, also having 
flyers at schools, messages on Infinite Campus, personal phone calls, and ClassDojo. The lack of parental 
communication seems to fall off in middle and high school. Parents are less inclined to participate at the 
high school level due to being single parents, working parents, etc., and meetings at 9:00 am do not work 
for them. They want to engage but are not able to. Trustee Garvey asked the parents how many had heard 
of reorganization; two thirds had no idea of the reorganization. There is a lot of catch up to do and there 
are questions still unanswered. More information will be shared with this body as they get it. 
 
Amanda states they are interested in civil rights implications, as well as how much money goes to special 
education and ELL services; they advocate for ELL services to remain as a central service. Amanda 
noticed as regulations were passed, they found regulations were being distributed, but the parents really 
didn’t understand the regulation materials and how they can become involved. Parents should feel 
empowered to help make these decisions; they will help train parents by best practices, such as having 
principals speaking with them outside as classes are starting. They will be assessing needs and will share 
the data they have with this body. 
 
Chair Suddeth thanked the ladies for their commitment, noted this is the ground floor, and it is important 
to get it right. 
 
Member Hoy thanked them; she knows this work is important as she is a public school teacher herself. 
She uses ClassDojo and Remind, sends out weekly emails, and has a website the parents can access, and 
does what she can to communicate with the families. 
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Member Nicolet shared that she is pleased with the ladies embracing how parent and family involvement 
will look at the site-based level, and their awareness and commitment to training parents regarding the 
CCSD reorganization. She sees this as an opportunity to create a template that helps with parent 
involvement throughout the state to get a deeper understanding. 
 
Adriana is drafting a one page document to go to parents at the state-wide level regarding the 
reorganization and how they can get involved. It’s a complex issue, and there is a need to simplify the 
information and make it adequate. 
 
Member Salkowe thanked them for their work, helping administrators with visibility, and helping with 
training. Amanda knows this adds to list of items to tackle over the next year, and hopes to help this body 
as well. 
 
Member Espinoza thanked them, and would like their contact information. 
 
Member Corbett thanked them for the update and sharing. He extended an invitation to speak with the 
parents within the public education staff. He is interested in data collection feedback from the parents; 
Amanda states they have had to learn as they go, and will share the information. 
 
Member Wilke thanked them for taking this on, and also said it would be great to have the data. She 
thanked them for their work on ESA as well. 
 
Chair Suddeth agrees with and supports special funding. She stated the group that gets left out is the 
students, and hates to see them as an afterthought, or no thought. Parents should also be involved. She 
suggests the meetings can be in other media such as Facetime or Facebook, and encourages them to use 
technology. She also feels parents who aren’t serving within the school-specific committees should know 
who at the school is there to share their concerns with for peer-to–peer communication. and knowing their 
role. She said this work is very important, and asks to please continue. 
 
Member Hoy states the GATE (Gifted and Talented Education) programs are not federal protected. 
Amanda said they are advocating for an appropriate amount of GATE teachers. She also stated that in the 
last legislative session there was $10 million given to GATE students throughout the state; it was divided 
up and based on GATE populations for each county. It has made a tremendous difference to the quality of 
education we can give the GATE students. Unfortunately, it was a two year deal. They were able to 
purchase technology using the funding, added teachers also, but the funding will end this fiscal year. 
Teaching 2 years ago in GATE, and teaching today in GATE, is night and day due to having the funding. 
 
Agenda Item #10 – Approval of Draft for February Legislative Report for the Director of the 
Legislative Counsel Bureau 
(Information/Discussion/Possible Action) Denette Suddeth, Chair 
 
Members will review and possibly approve a draft copy of the Council’s report for the Director of the 
Legislative Counsel Bureau. 
 
Chair Suddeth tabled this agenda item at this time. 
 
Agenda Item #11 – Public Comment #2 
Public comment will be taken during this agenda item on any matter within the Council’s jurisdiction, control or advisory power. No 
action may be taken on a matter discussed under this item until the matter is included on an agenda as an item on which action may be 
taken. The Chair of the Advisory Council for Parent Involvement and Family Engagement will impose a time limit of three minutes.  
No public comment in Las Vegas or Carson City. 
 
Agenda Item #12 – Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 10:47 am. 




