
Family Engagement Definitions 
 
 
1.) Family engagement is a shared responsibility in which schools and other community agencies 
and organizations are committed to reaching out to engage families in meaningful ways and in 
which families are committed to actively supporting their children's learning and development. 
 
 
2.) Family engagement is a collaborative and strengths-based process through which early 
childhood professionals, families, and children build positive and goal-oriented relationships. It 
is a shared responsibility of families and staff at all levels that requires mutual respect for the 
roles and strengths each has to offer. Family engagement focuses on culturally and linguistically 
responsive relationship-building with key family members in a child’s life. 
 
 
4.) Family engagement is an inclusive and equitable partnership among families, educators, and 
the community working together to promote children’s learning and development to create a 
pathway to success. 
 
 
5.) Family engagement is a collaborative and trusting relationship among families, educators, 
and community partners to support student success:  a) Shared responsibility, b) Continuous 
through a child’s life, c) Demonstrates mutual respect in all settings. 
 
 
6.) Family engagement is a collaborative and strengths-based process, built upon positive and 
trusting relationships, focused on parents' hopes, dreams and goals for their children. 
 
 
7.) Family Engagement is an empowerment process in which parents are able to understand the 
importance of their role and contribution to the learning and development of their children. 
 
8.) Family engagement is a shared responsibility of families, schools, and communities for 
student learning and achievement; it is continuous from birth into the school-age years; and it 
occurs across the various early care and learning settings where children are. Family engagement 
means building relationships with families that support family well-being, strong parent–child 
relationships, and the ongoing learning and development of parents and children alike. It reflects 
culturally competent and universal design approaches, encompassing the beliefs, attitudes, 
behaviors, and activities of all families, as well as early care settings that support all children’s 
positive development. Family engagement happens in the home, early childhood settings, school, 
and community. Sustainable family engagement operates with adequate resources, including 
public–private partnerships, to ensure meaningful and effective strategies that have the power to 
impact student learning and achievement. 


