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NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
COUNCIL TO ESTABLISH ACADEMIC STANDARDS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2017 
1:00 PM 

MEETING LOCATIONS:  
Office Address City Meeting Room 

Nevada Department of Education 9890 South  Maryland Parkway Las Vegas, Nevada 
 ( Via Video Conference) 

Las Vegas Board Room 

Nevada Department of Education 700 East Fifth Street Carson City, Nevada Carson City Board Room 
 

SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
 

(Video Conferenced) 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Las Vegas: 
Sharon Beatty 
Yvette Williams 
Brent Husson 
David Gardner 
 
Carson: 
Nicky Hagg 
 
Dial In: 
Gary Shen 
 
Members Not Present: 
Senator Becky Harris 
Evelyn Allred  
 
Department Staff Present: 
Las Vegas: 
Brett Barley Deputy, Superintendent for Student Achievement 
 
Carson: 
Dave Brancamp, Director, Office of Standards and Instructional support  
Mary Holsclaw, Education Program 
Sylvia Verdugo, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent’s Office 
 
Legal Staff Present: 
Greg Ott 
 
Audience in Attendance: 
Assemblyman Munford 
Dr. Betty Hapsburg 

 

Agenda Item I- Roll Call and Call to Order 
Chairwoman Sharon Beatty, called the meeting to order 1:08 pm. A quorum was present. 
 

. 
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AGENDA ITEM II - Public Comment #1  
Carson City:  
Jill Tolles, State of Nevada Assembly Woman from District 25.  
Ms. Tolles spoke in support of SB 258 from the 2013 Legislative session regarding child sexual abuse. She also affirmed 
support of SB 394 from 2015 Legislative session which addressed teaching personal safety to children.  
 
Las Vegas: 
No public comment. 
 
AGENDA ITEM III - Approval of January 17, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
The Council discussed the January 17th Meeting minutes for Approval. 
Motion:   

• Chairwoman Beatty requested a motion to approve the January 17th, 2017 minutes. 
• It was moved, seconded and the motion carried. 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV - Approval of Flexible Agenda 
Motion: 

• David Gardner moved for approval of a flexible agenda.  
• Nicky Hagg seconded the motion. 
• All were in favor. 
• The motion carried. 

 
AGENDA ITEM V- Council Members Comments 
Sharron Beatty acknowledged the new members training given by the Department of Education.  
Member Yvette Williams commented on the closing of the 2017 Legislation thanking the Department of Education for their 
participation. 

 

AGENDA ITEM VI- Department update Brett Barley Deputy, Superintendent for Student Achievement informed the 
Council of what the Department of Education had accomplished in 2017 Legislation session.  

• On 04/03/17 the Every Student Succeeds ACT (ESSA) was submitted to the U.S. Department of Education. It was 
noted the Nevada Department of Education is now working on bringing recommendations to life including the 
Nevada School performance framework, college and career readiness. 

• Feedback was received from the U.S. Department of Education. That feedback was addressed through the Legislative 
session and continued work and engagement with members of the Advisory council and Technical advisory group. 
The Department will be sending back the alterations to be reviewed and approved by the U.S. Department of 
Education before the 2017-2018 school year begins.  

• Bills that are going to impact the Council are: 

• SB107- Involves working to create ethnic and diversity studies within the Social Studies multi-cultural 
standards. 

• SB200- Computer science bill will make the work the council has already approved official, standards may 
be voted on by the Council in the fall. 

• SB249- Involves financial literacy and Economic standards that the council will be asked to review in the 
future. 

• SB 112- Dealt with Organ and Tissue donations, requiring an evaluation of the State’s current standards to 
see if they measure up to the required bill.   

.. 



Nevada State Board of Education 
Council to Establish Academic Standards 

June 20, 2017 
 

Academic Standards Council Meeting Minutes   June 20, 2017 Page 3 

Brett Barley, Deputy Superintendent, Student Achievement Division, Dave Brancamp, Director, Standards and Instructional 
Support, Peter Zutz, Administrator, Assessment, Data, and Accountability Management, Dave Brancamp, Director, Standards 
and Instructional Support, gave updates regarding the computer science and fine arts standards revisions.  

 

• Computer Science- In reference to SB200, Mr. Brancamp was pleased to announce that Nevada had won an 
Expanded Computer Education Pathways grant (ECEP) of $25,000.00 to assist in the writing of the 
Computer Science standards. Workgroups are scheduled to meet in Las Vegas on August 23rd, 24th and 25th. 
The council members are welcome to attend, watch the process and provide input. Computer science may be 
ready for the November or January meeting to be reviewed and voted on by the Council to Establish 
Academic Standards. 

• Fine Art- Was currently up for public comment on the Nevada Department of Education’s webpage. At the 
September 19th meeting the Fine Art Standards will be reviewed.  

Mr. Brancamp also referenced how SB112 dealt with the current health standard and how SB107 & SB249 dealt with current 
Social Studies standards. 

Yvette Williams asked for clarification regarding the funding and purpose of the Computer science ECEP grant (Expanded 
Computer Education Pathways). 

• Mr. Brancamp explained the $25,000.00 may be used for meetings printing, posting, professional 
development and travel during the development of the standards.  He noted there will be 100% transparency 
during the process. 

• Chairwoman Beatty commented that she is very happy that the Computer Science was able to come together 
so quickly.  

Dave Brancamp introduced Peter Zutz, Director, Assessment, Data, and Accountability Management, to address the council 
regarding Smarter Balance testing. 

Brett Barley Deputy Superintendent of Student achievement  

• Took a moment to remind the council that in 2015 there was a system malfunction that resulted in not having 
clear test results at that time. Since that malfunction there has been successful collection of new data from 
2016 & 2017 school year. The State of Nevada will now be able to calculate growth of Nevada’s Students. In 
September there will be new updated Star ratings for Nevada’s school districts. He wanted the council to take 
note of all of the hard work Mr. Zutz and his team had accomplished to make this happen for the Students of 
Nevada.  

Peter Zutz, Administrator, Assessment, Data, and Accountability Management,  

• Gave an update regarding testing of Nevada’s three hundred thousand students, noting that when testing for 
the Smarter Balance and WIDA are administered to the students it is up to the School Districts to ensure that 
the students are given the opportunity to succeed and demonstrate their acquisition of knowledge.  

• Mr. Zutz identified the two content areas for Smarter Balance administered in grades 3rd – 8th as English 
Language Arts and Mathematics.  

• Smarter Balance Mathematics 2017 successfully tested 220, 585, 00 Students in grades 3rd – 8th. 

• Smarter Balance English Language Arts (ELA) for 2017 successfully tested 200, 357, 00 Students in grades 
3rd – 8th. 

• The end of course mathematics Final test scores will arrive June 30th 2017. 

• WIDA Regular tested 75,874 students.  

• WIDA ALT tested 928 students.   
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• Member Husson asked a question regarding when the score reports will be released to the parents.  

 Brett Barley summarized the steps that have been taken to get the score reports out faster and sooner 
than previous years. The new score reports will now include how the student tested compared to their 
peers, their school and their state. There will also be online resources for the parents to get school 
work that is on their student’s level. The two components that take the most time getting results back 
are when the test is multiple choices or the written response requires a human evaluator to read 
through and grade. These two factors create the biggest delays when waiting on the score results.  

• Chairwoman Beatty requested more information on the relationship between standards and tests, the relation between 
standards and curriculum, and the alignment between local and State tests.   

 Mr. Barley provided the steps that have been taken to evaluate the amount of assessments that are being 
required by students. Mr. Barley explained the focus group assessment and audits that have taken place.  

• Chairwoman Beatty requested more information regarding the rural counties that have not reported their test results.  

 Peter Zutz replied that the information from the school districts was self-identifying and not every 
school district went into every class room. The data needs to be seen as a broad analysis. There will 
be a more in-depth audit in the near future as the procedure has been updated to be more inclusive of 
every school district. Per federal regulations all of the State of Nevada’s testing data results will be 
provided for peer review by the Federal government by 12/31/17. 

No further discussion 

ITEM VII - PRESENTATION, DISCUSSION, AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF PROPOSED ADDITIONS TO NEVADA ACADEMIC 
CONTENT STANDARDS FOR HEALTH AROUND PERSONAL SAFETY, Dave Brancamp, Director, Standards and Instructional 
Support; Andre DeLeon, Education Program – Science, Health, World Languages 
 
Dave Brancamp, Director, Standards and Instructional Support, offered a reminder of the importance of passing the addition 
of the personal safety standard.  
 
Andre DeLeon, Education Program – Science, Health, and World Languages provided a quick rundown of the purpose of the 
addition to the current Standards for health and personal safety. The additions to the standards are to provide guidance to the 
school districts to ensure a high quality of health programs throughout all of Nevada’s schools and to promote personal safety, 
safe and respectful environments.  

 
Mr. DeLeon introduced two members of the safe and respectful committee to speak further: Amanda Haboush-Deloye, PHD 
Associate Director and Director of Programs for Prevent Child Abuse Nevada (PCANV) School of Community Health 
Sciences University of Nevada, Las Vegas and Shannon Le Neve K-12 Health Project Facilitator in Clark County School 
District 

• Shannon Le Neve explained the importance for the Council to review the additions to Health and Personal Standards 
referencing SB394 section 15 which was passed in 2015.  

• Amanda Haboush-Deloye gave a synopsis of the type of concerns brought to the committee’s attention during the 30 
days of public comment. She explained how every concern was addressed in the standards that are up for review. The 
committee noted that the majority of the public comment was positive, supporting the additions. The committee made 
great efforts to have a diverse team working on the writing of the standards so every view was taken into account 

 Member Husson inquired as to when the new additions would be taught in the class rooms, Ms. LaNeve 
stated that in Clark County they would be taught in health classes. Ms. Deloye gave the council 
information regarding the programs that are in place to assist teachers statewide. 

Motion: 
• Member David Gardner moved to accept the  addition to the standards for Health and Personal safety 
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• Nicky Hagg seconded the motion. 
• All were in favor. 
• The motion carried. 

 

 AGENDA ITEM VIII- Presentation, discussion, and possible approval of proposed revisions to Nevada Academic 
Content Standards for Social Studies. Dave Brancamp, Director, Standards and Instructional Support; Mary Holsclaw, 
Education Program – Social Studies, Physical Education, Content Literacy; Jaynie Malorni Coordinator, K-12 Social Studies 
Department Clark County School District  

Dave Brancamp, Director, Standards and Instructional Support explained all the lengths that were taken to get the standards 
ready for the councils review. 

 

• Mary Holsclaw described how the five content areas of the Social Studies standards are color coded and created to be 
user friendly for the teachers.  

• Jaynie Malorni, went over the Multi-Cultural additions being brought to the council. The full materials may be found 
on the Nevada Department of Education, or they may be reviewed at the following link 
2017NVACSforSocialStudies.pdf  

 Member Gardner wanted clarification regarding the age appropriateness of the additions. Ms. 
Malorni responded that they will be taught at their grade level as seen fit by the teacher in the class 
room, with resources available to assist them as needed.  

 Member Gardner asked how much time it will add on to the teacher’s curriculum. Ms. Malorni 
responded that there will be an implementation plan that will take two to three years for all of Social 
studies to be rolled out to the teachers. It will be released at a State level and may be used at the 
school district level.  

 Member Gardner asked what books and resources will be given to the teachers to aid them.  Ms. 
Malorni responded if the council approves the additions the committee will begin the process of 
aligning different resources that will be given to the teachers to aid in their classrooms to help them 
teach these standards.  

 Member Yvette asked where the positive role models for different race and of ethnic groups are 
being introduced to the K-2nd students. She felt the language needs to be more specific to race and 
ethnicity. She was very concerned there is the risk of her community not being included in the word 
diverse rather than race and ethnicity. 

SB107 was read aloud for clarification. It was explained that diversity may be defined as including individuals representing 
more than one nation and origin, color, religion, social economic stratum, and social orientation. In the future as more diverse 
descriptions come up they will be added into the definition of diverse. 

• Brett Barley suggested options open to the Council: that the council could vote to pass the Social Standards the way 
they are or wait have them revisited and brought forward again at a later meeting.  

• Member David Gardner asked what safeguards are in place for this subject not to become a social or political bashing 
regarding race wars.  

 Jaynie Malorni explained Professional development is necessary to teach students about all cultures. 
Implementation guides will help the teachers develop what questions to ask, and how to gage 
discussions with tact to avoid controversy in the classroom.  The intent is to put forth actions and 
steps to build a community of understanding and tolerance.  

 Member Husson questioned the ability to address all the covered social studies standards. Jaynie 
Malomi replied that revision was much needed to improve the depth and rigor. These revised 

http://www.doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Boards_Commissions_Councils/Council_to_Establish_Academic_Standards/2017/June/2017NVACSforSocialStudies.pdf
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standards really take a look at what will be realistic; it was also taken into account how much time 
the students will have to learn these standards. Bridgett Perez added that having them vary from 
grade to grade allows the teacher to be able to teach them and place them in the curriculum without 
losing their depth.  

 Chairwoman Beatty commented on the proposed Social Studies standards for the high school level 
and how broad they appear to be by covering a multitude of different subjects. Bridgett Perez, 
answered saying that they were left broad on purpose to allow openness for teachers to have some 
leeway and make it their own; it is understood there will need to be some training and that is where 
the implementation guide will come into play.  It is also understood resources and training will need 
to be given to help the teachers to be able to take it and own it without losing its importance and 
depth.  

 Chairwoman Beatty voiced her concern that some of the proposed standards look like they are 
principles or grand ideas that have a great scope. She wanted to know how much was looked into and 
what was borrowed from Maryland and Iowa? Jaynie Malomi looked at primarily Iowa’s 
framework. Their effectiveness is not known. 

• Chairwoman Beatty wanted to know if there will be enough time for the teachers to be able to apply all of these 
standards to their curriculum and do them justice. Also did the committee that reviewed and created theses Social 
Studies Standards have proper representation of Social Studies teachers currently teaching? Will there be suggestions 
for prioritization to ensure that they are taught in depth? 

 Jaynie Malomi said when the committee was brought together it discussed at great length if these 
standards could be implemented with the proper scope in every grade and class room. It is hard to 
say without seeing them in action what the outcome will be or if they will be over powering. 
However when the committee went over these proposed standards they felt that “yes” there would be 
enough time in the class room to give each subject justice. Also social studies teachers from 
elementary, middle and high school gave their expert opinions. There was a survey that went out that 
provided input from the community. 

 Bridgett Perez wanted to reiterate that they standards cannot be looked at as a check list; there will be 
a lot of professional development to ensure that every standard is taught not just mentioned.  

• Member Husson was concerned about how to have the standards taught without bias towards a political view for 
example.  

 Jaynie Malomi stated that the overall viewpoint was that they wanted the students graduating from 
12th grade to have a solid understanding of what their role is within the community including; asking 
themselves if they are productive citizens. Recognizing everyone around them. Questioning how 
they are going to have a positive effect on others and their community. Asking themselves who they 
want to be future leaders of the country. Discussing ideas of what they could do to make the 
community better. Letting our students think about why and how events impacted people from the 
past and will be effected in the in the future.  

• Member Husson was concerned that there could be times where an educator could influence them.  

• Member Yvette Williams stated that everyone should learn about ethnic diversity to help them be exposed to different 
cultures and culture climate. She wanted to have the language in the standards written to include racial diversity 
specifically. She moved to change the wording of the Social Studies Standards.  

• Chairwoman Beatty requested clarification as to what Member Williams was requesting; asking if she was requesting 
to accept the Social Studies Standards with amended revised wording or if she was requesting to deny the Social 
Studies to have them brought back to be rewritten.  
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• Member Yvette Williams requested to approve the Social Studies Standards as they were with amended wording and 
revised to have the exact wording from AB234 “Including without limitation information relating to contributions 
made by men and women from various racial ethnic backgrounds”  

• Dave Brancamp advised the Council that in order to have changes made without input of the 30 committee members 
it would need to be cleared by the Social Studies committee as a whole. Mr. Brancamp also mentioned that it could be 
brought back to the Council when the financial literacy standards for 3-12th grade are brought forth. At that time it 
could be requested that the language be added to the standards. It was necessary to ensure that a proper committee be 
present to agree to changes.   

• Member Husson wanted to know if there should be consistency throughout all grades to look at racial and ethnic from 
K-12 to be consistent with the Law; he supported Member Williams requested amendment. 

• Chairwoman Beatty asked if the consistency was discussed during the committee when creating the standards. 

 Bridgett Perez, replied that during public comment it was brought to the committee’s attention that 
there were concerns with it being age appropriate  

 Bridgett Perez read aloud the agreed interpretation of the social studies committee in response to the 
public comment regarding as to why it was not in the included kindergarten portion. “It was found 
the way it was written was developmentally inappropriate.”  

 Jaynie Malomi stated that social studies committee agreed that the way that standards are written and 
being proposed to the council provoke the students to learn and identify races innocently The 
standards are written in a way that inquiry is provoked allowing the students to develop their own 
opinion verses doing it for them. Member Yvette Williams clarified that she did not want to have 
differences identified but to include contributions made by different racial and ethnic groups so that 
kids in kindergarteners through 2nd grade can identify with role models of their own race.  
 

Mary Holsclaw read aloud the signed petition on behalf of the CCBC Education committee signed by 400 citizens, requesting 
the suggestion that the contributions to the world, USA, Nevada and local neighborhoods of people of color, be included in the 
multicultural core standards. 

 
Chairwoman Beatty asked if a motion was going to be made to have the Standards amended to add the Language requested by 
Member Yvette Williams. 

MOTION: 
• Member Yvette Williams moved to approve the multicultural Social Studies Standards with the instruction to the 

Social Studies committee to amend theme 3 and bring back their recommendation of the Social Studies standards with 
the inclusion of the language from AB234 “Including without limitation information relating to contributions made by 
men and women from various racial ethnic backgrounds” adhering to the law. 

• Member Gardner seconded the motion. 
 

Member Yvette Williams withdrew her original motion 

Motion: 
Member Husson moved to approve the draft of the Social Studies presented to the Council with the amendment of the change 
of theme three in the multicultural category to read “Recognize diverse contributions and impact including without limitation 
information relating to contributions made by men and women from various racial ethnic backgrounds” additionally to 
change the wording in the standards K-12 to comply with that wording.  

• Member Yvette Williams seconded the motion 

• The motion was discussed. 

• Member Husson restated the Motion 
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 Member Gardner commented that he will not want to support the motion; he felt that the committee was not 
able to have a say in the changes of the Social Studies.  

 Member Niki Hagg also stated that she will not be in support. 

 Member Gary Shen asked if the Council is able to just change the wording of what was written and approve 
the wording to what the council would prefer it to read. Chairwoman Beatty replied that if the Motion carries 
with an amendment to change wording than yes it is within parliamentary law. In this case it does change the 
intent of the Standards the committee submitted to the Council to Establish Academic Standards.  

• Motion with amendment received three ayes and two nays  

• The motion carried. 

 

No further discussion 
 
AGENDA ITEM IX – NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

 
Member Husson requested information on the efficacy of the ACT testing and asked if our students are being properly 
prepared to be college and career ready. 
  
No further discussion 

AGENDA ITEM X - PUBLIC COMMENT #2 
Carson City:  
None 
 
Las Vegas: 
Assemblyman Munford gave a description of what having the Multi-cultural portion of the Social Studies standards being 
implemented meant to him since he has a role in authoring AB234. He gave his support to the Multi-cultural portion of the 
Social Studies standards being updated as they are. He asserted that learning about diversity may be one of the most important 
subjects that may be taught to Nevada’s children.  
 
Dr. Betty Hapsburg from the Clark County Black Caucus also gave a statement in her support of having diversity added to 
Social Studies Standards. She voiced her concern that a lot of professional development will needed to help teachers include 
diversity into their curriculum.  
 
Lisa Mosley from the Clark County Black Caucus gave a statement regarding the multicultural addition to Social Studies and 
shared a personal story.  

AGENDA ITEM XI- ADJOURNMENT  
Chair Beatty asked if there was no further business that a motion to adjourn would be in order.  
MOTION:   

• Member Husson moved to adjourn 
• Member Gardener seconded the motion. 
• All were in favor. 

  
The motion carried. The meeting came to close at 4:26PM 
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