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ENGLISH MASTERY COUNCIL                    
TESL SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

  Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 25, 2016 

  9:00 AM 

Meeting Locations:  
Video Conference from locations 

OFFICE LOCATION ROOM 

Department of Education 755 N. Roop Street  Suite 201 
Carson City, NV 

Conference room 2nd Floor 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas 4505 S. Maryland Pkwy 
Las Vegas, NV 

Room CBC B-117 

 
 

Call to Order 
TESL Subcommittee Chair Rachel Salas called to order, from Carson City, the meeting of the English 
Mastery Council TESL Subcommittee at 9:33 A.M. on Friday, March 25, 2016.  
 
Roll Call 
Council secretary Susan Johnson conducted a roll call.  Quorum reached (4 members present)  
The following Council members were present in Carson City: Rachel Salas 
The following Council members were present in Las Vegas:  Sharolyn Pollard-Durodola,       
Evangelyn Visser and Magdalena Martinez (telephonically) 
Absent Council members:  Edith Fernandez                
 
NDE staff present:  Karl Wilson (attending in Las Vegas)  
Blakely Hume, Susan Johnson, Jonathan Gibson (in Carson City) 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 Lead by Chair Salas 

 
Approval of Minutes – March 3, 2016 Meeting 
There were no questions or corrections regarding the Minutes.   
Motion:  Evangelyn Visser motioned to approve the Minutes as prepared.  Sharolyn Durodola seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried and the Minutes were approved.   
 
Public Comment #1 
There was no public comment in Carson City or in Las Vegas.  
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Update on Revised TESL Recommendation 3.1 – Discussions with NSHE 
Rachel informed everyone that at the March 3 meeting, the Council crafted language to re-write 
Recommendation 3.1.  The final language of the Recommendation reads: 
 
In an effort to improve the quality of instruction for all English language learners in PreK – 12, all Nevada 

teacher pre-service preparation programs and Alternate Route Licensure (ARL) programs will include the 

ELAD endorsement.  We propose that: 

1.  The first stage requires that early childhood education (birth to grade 2) and elementary (K-8) teacher 

preparation programs will include an ELAD endorsement in the state of Nevada by 2018. 

2.  The second stage will include an ELAD endorsement for secondary teacher preparation programs in 

the State of Nevada by 2020. 

The culmination of this effort is full ELAD endorsement for all pre-service and Alternate Route               

Licensure (ARL) teachers by 2020 (or no later than 4 years after adoption of the regulation by the 

regulatory board).   

Rachel stated the State Board asked that the English Mastery Council find out if the institutions were 

ready to, able to, capable of, or willing to implement teacher preparation programs for the ELAD 

endorsement within their elementary program or their teacher preparation programs.  The possibility of 

a statewide ELAD conference was expressed.   

 Rachel commented that the NSHE institutions are concerned with passing the 120 credit hours.  She 

outlined some of the possible options recommended to complete the endorsement.   Rachel stated that 

with the addition of courses to complete the endorsement, there would be financial concerns for the 

students with the addition of the extra courses.  She advised that Nevada State College and UNLV 

already have the elementary TESL endorsement embedded.  Rachel commented that Great Basin 

College is looking to the EMC and other NSHE institutions for assistance to get them on board.  

Continued discussion with UNR is advised.   

Magdalena Martinez joined the conference telephonically at 9:55 am. 

Rachel stated that Iris Vanderbilt University has comprehensive component ELAD modules, which 

includes discussions and activities.  Rachel stated that Dr. Graziano from Nevada State College has held 

several conferences and has offered his assistance to help put on a conference.     

Evangelyn Visser expressed concerns with violating property rights.  It was agreed that presenting pieces 

to COPS would be best, and not all recommendations at once.  Magdalena advised to keep in mind the 

number of people the recommendations would impact.  EV commented that the EMC should push the 

recommendation forward and follow the lead of NSC and UNLV.   

Sharolyn stated that in determining the next steps, it is important to have the data reflecting the 

percentage of teachers that this will impact.  She advised she will pursue having face-to-face 

conversations with the institution deans who have specific concerns.  Another step is to investigate 
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financial support – how can these concerns be addressed?  Sharolyn referred to two dates, choosing 

one, to present all the data to the State Board:  April 28 and June 16.  Sharolyn suggested the June 16 

date would be best in terms of preparation.   

 Jonathan reported an observation that in looking at the timeline, he believes that UNR and GBC would 

want to move forward with the endorsement, if there were more time.  He stated there would be 

pressure on UNR to not fall behind, even if the time and recommendation were extended.   

Rachel stated that would require re-writing Recommendation 3.1, numbers 1 and 2.  Sharolyn stated the 

timeline should be modified 2 years for each number.   

Rachel stated that number 1 will be amended to read:  The first stage requires that early childhood 

education, (birth to grade 2) and elementary (K-8) teacher preparation programs will include an ELAD 

endorsement in the State of Nevada by 2020.   

Number 2 will be amended to read:  The second stage will include an ELAD endorsement for secondary 

teacher preparation programs in the State of Nevada by 2022.   

Rachel asked for a motion to re-write and amend Recommendation 3.1, numbers 1 and 2. EV motioned 

to amend Recommendation 3.1 as read.  Sharolyn seconded the motion to make the amendments.  No 

discussion; Motion carried and the amendments were approved.    

There was extensive discussion on the recommendation and amendments.  Blakely reminded everyone 

that the next EMC Meeting is May 23, and the State Board meeting is June 16.   

Public Comment #2  

  There was no public comment in Carson City or in Las Vegas.  
 
 Adjournment 
  Motion to Adjourn:   Rachel asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Magdalena motioned to   
adjourn.  EV seconded the motion.   TESL Subcommittee Chair, Rachel Salas, adjourned the meeting at 
11:05 AM.   


