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ENGLISH MASTERY COUNCIL   
STANDARDS AND CURRICULUM 

SUBCOMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes 

Friday, May 26, 2017 

  1:30 PM 

Meeting Locations:  
Video/Telephonic Conference  

OFFICE LOCATION ROOM 

Department of Education 9890 S. Maryland Pkwy 
Las Vegas, NV 

Bristlecone Conference Room 

Department of Education 700 East Fifth Street 
Carson City, NV 

Battle Born Conference Room 

 

Call to Order 
Maija Talso, subcommittee chair, called to order, from Carson City, the meeting of the English Mastery 
Council Standards and Curriculum Subcommittee, at 1:37 pm on Friday, May 26, 2017. 

 
Roll Call 
Council secretary Susan Johnson conducted a roll call.  Quorum was established (three members 
present)  
 

Council members present in Carson City: Maija Talso 
Council members present in Las Vegas:  Lorna James-Cervantes and Nancy Brune (telephonically) 
 

NDE staff present in Las Vegas:  Karl Wilson  
NDE staff present in Carson City:  Susan Johnson  
Deputy Attorney General Greg Ott was absent.  
 

There was no public attendance in Carson City or Las Vegas. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 Lead by Maija Talso, Subcommittee Chair 
 

Public Comment #1 
There was no public comment from Carson City or Las Vegas. 

 
Approval of Minutes – March 9, 2017 Meeting 
Council reviewed the Minutes of the March 9, 2017 meeting.  There were no corrections to the Minutes. 
Motion:  Lorna motioned to approve the Minutes as prepared.  Maija seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried and the Minutes were approved. 
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Approval of Flexible Agenda 
Subcommittee Chair Maija Talso asked for a motion to approve a flexible Agenda.   
Motion:  Lorna motioned to approve a flexible Agenda.  Maija seconded the motion. 
Motion carried and a flexible Agenda was approved.  

 
Review and Discussion of Nevada’s English Language Development (ELD) 
Standards Workshop and Action Steps 
Karl informed that he and Blakely created a project proposal and timeline support request, including an 
expert facilitator from WestEd, and submitted it to NDE leadership for approval.  Karl reported that 
there has not been a response from leadership, as of this date.  He believes that the June date 
previously scheduled to hold the event is too soon.  
 
If the project is approved, Karl recommends scheduling a 2 to 3-day orientation planning meeting for 
later in the summer, with the start date in September. This will be an NDE initiative. WIDA expertise is 
recommended, as well, with the WIDA representative involved in the process.  The smaller first group 
would serve as the steering committee, framing of the scope of the work, and planning the timeline. 
Lorna suggested setting a vision and mission statement to guarantee the appropriate outcomes.  The 
question was brought up, how do the academic standards fit in to the Nevada Education Performance 
Framework? There were suggestions on ways to ensure alignment and support of the district EL Master 
Plans, and the professional development that teachers would be working on.  
 
Karl reported that the steering committee would include LEA representatives, NDE staff, school districts 
curriculum and instruction staff, higher ed staff, professional development staff, and those who would 
be facilitating.  Lorna recommended contacting EL directors from major districts, principals, possibly 
project directors, coordinators and project facilitators within the districts. Smaller district staff would 
also be included.  It was thought that associate superintendents be part of the larger group to follow the 
steering committee workshop, along with a Board of Trustee member.  Lorna recommended inviting Dr. 
Barton, Chief Academic Officer from Clark County School District.  
 
It was felt that the steering committee consist of no more than 10 people.  WIDA and WestEd expert 
consultants would participate in both the steering committee and larger group event.   
After the Council members discussing their availability, it was agreed that the June dates originally set 
for the steering committee workshop be changed to approximately July 20. 
  

Public Comment #2 
There was no public comment from Carson City or Las Vegas.  
 
Adjournment 

  TESL Subcommittee Chair, Maija Talso, adjourned the meeting at 2:35 PM 
 


