
 

 

 

ENGLISH MASTERY COUNCIL   
TESL SUBCOMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

  9:00 AM 

Meeting Locations:  
Video Conference  

OFFICE LOCATION ROOM 

Department of Education 9890 S. Maryland Pkwy 
Las Vegas, NV 

Bristlecone Conference Room 

Department of Education 700 East Fifth Street 
Carson City, NV 

Board Room 

 

Call to Order 
Evangelyn Visser called to order, from Las Vegas, the meeting of the English Mastery Council TESL 
Subcommittee at 9:05 AM on Thursday, May 11, 2017. 

 
Roll Call 
Council secretary Mindy Montoya conducted a roll call.  Quorum was established (four members 
present)  
 

Council members present in Carson City: Barbara Harris, Fares Karam  
Council members present in Las Vegas:  Sharolyn Pollard-Durodola, Evangelyn Visser  
Absent Council Members:  Melissa Esparza  

NDE staff present in Las Vegas:  Sophia Masewicz, Karl Wilson, Mindy Montoya, Jason Dietrich 
NDE staff present in Carson City:  Blakely Hume  
Deputy Attorney General Greg Ott was present in Carson City 
  
Diana Walker from Northwest RPDP was present in Carson City. 
Karen Russikoff attended through on-site video conferencing.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 Lead by Evangelyn Visser (EV), TESL Subcommittee Chair 

 
Public Comment #1 
In Carson City Diana Walker from Northwest RPDP presented three questions to the TESL 
Subcommittee: 

 Regarding practicum hours for current classroom teachers and the endorsement, will there be 
an expectation of additional practicum hours for current classroom teachers? 



 

 

 Regarding ELAD course content requirements for the endorsement, when will that be available 
so the groups putting cohorts together for the endorsement can make sure the content is 
appropriate for those requirements? 

 What will the process be for identifying in-service courses as EL to meet the requirements for 
the three of six in-service credits?  
 

Chair, EV Visser stated that those questions will be discussed at this meeting and brought forward to the 
full EMC meeting next week.   
There were no public comments in Las Vegas. 
  

Approval of Minutes – April 6, 2017 TESL Subcommittee Meeting 
Council reviewed the Minutes of April 6, 2017.  There were no corrections to the Minutes. 
Motion:  Sharolyn Durodola motioned to approve the Minutes as prepared.  Fares Karam seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried and the Minutes were approved.  

 
Approval of Flexible Agenda 
Subcommittee Chair Evangelyn Visser asked for a motion to approve a flexible Agenda.   
Motion:  Sharolyn motioned to approve a flexible Agenda.  Barbara seconded the motion. 
Motion carried and a flexible Agenda was approved.  

 
Discussion of TESL Resources for Nevada 
Sharolyn asked Karen Russikoff, representative from CATESOL, for her recommendations on how the 
EMC could better support the TESL chapters as they exist in Nevada.   Karen stated that CATESOL is 
designed to be a professional development opportunity for teachers.  At this point, the video portion of 
the video communication with Karen Russikoff was interrupted.  The audio portion still existed, but 
communication was intermittent.  A disconnect and reconnect between Karen and the subcommittee 
was necessary.   When reconnected, audio communication was fully restored, however there was no 
video connection.  Karen advised that if the northern chapter was reinstated, a membership of 25 would 
be required, with a requirement to hold two events per year.  She added there is a wide variety of event 
types, such as dinners to network with people and inviting a guest speaker to present on technology.  
Karen commented that graduate students could benefit from these formal professional opportunities.  
Karen advised that as support, CATESOL provides seed money for start-up.  Karen stated that the 
conferences are so beneficial to the teachers, as they learn new ideas to bring to the classroom.   
Barbara asked what are the specific steps to take to get a chapter going and to plan an event.  Karen 
replied plan a specific public event to discuss the creation of a TESL chapter and advertise it.  Attempt to 
create a group of interested people, then appoint a coordinator for the chapter, and level leaders.  
Chapters are provided money from CATESOL’s bank account.  CATESOL includes California and Nevada 
and is an affiliate of the international TESOL.   
Jason Dietrich joined the meeting at this point.  EV presented Diana Walker’s three prior questions 
regarding practicum hours, ELAD requirements for endorsement, and the three out of six required in-
service credits.  Jason stated that LCB file R140-15 was approved and adopted June 28, 2016, with these 
revisions:  the term TESL was changed to ELAD, course titles were changed, and enacted a 25-hour 
practicum requirement.  From these changes, an ELAD Specialist Endorsement was established.  Jason 
explained that two different strands of endorsements (TESL and ELAD) are posted on the NDE website, 
where the TESL Endorsement will remain for a period of time.  Potential dates for ending the TESL 
Endorsement option was discussed.   



 

 

Karl asked if the TESL Subcommittee would like the NDE staff to create and post a Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ) page on the NDE website specifically related to the ELAD and TESL Endorsement 
transition?   Jason stated that he would work with Blakely and Karl in the creation of the FAQ document.   
Regarding the question of the required three of six in-service credits, Jason stated the word “standard” 
was left off of the language drafted, the language was corrected and sent back to LCB with the 
modification.  It was accepted at LCB, and is currently awaiting to be agendized for the Legislative 
Commission to hear R140-15.  There was a lengthy discussion on the courses for the requirements, and 
the transition from TESL to ELAD.   
Diana Walker explained her interest in attending the Subcommittee meeting.  She asked additional 
questions regarding meeting the requirements for teachers in relation to the credits and courses 
offered.  EV advised Diana that her questions will be brought to the full EMC.  There was a lengthy 
discussion expressing concerns about teachers being required to complete a three credit course for 
renewal by the timeline of November 2018, on top of working a full time teaching job.  One credit and 
even half credit courses were discussed as options.  
 
Action Steps for TESL Subcommittee Work 
EV stated there is information to report to the full EMC about information learned from Karen Russikoff 
with regard to the CATESOL chapter, membership and events.  The discussion and comments regarding 
the three credit in-service courses will be brought to the full EMC for a decision.  Blakely recommended 
creating the initial FAQ list related to the ELAD Endorsement and transition to present to the full EMC 
next week.  EV asked for a summary regarding the status of proposed regulations of R141-15.  Karl and 
Blakely will provide the legislative summary.  EV stated she will prepare a report to the full EMC 
regarding the issues discussed.   
Motion:  Fares motioned that a recommendation be made to the full EMC that a Frequently Asked 
Questions website or document be put together to clarify aspects of the implementation of ELAD.   
Sharolyn seconded the motion.  No discussion.  All in favor, no opposition.  Motion carried.   
Motion:  Sharolyn motioned that the TESL Subcommittee make a recommendation to the EMC that the 
credit requirement for renewal will be aligned closely to the ELAD Endorsement requirements.  Fares 
seconded the motion.  Diana Walker commented on the importance of high quality of the course work. 
All in favor, none opposed.  Motion carried. 
  

Public Comment #2 
 There was no public comment in Carson City or in Las Vegas. 
 

 Adjournment 
 TESL Subcommittee Chair, Evangelyn Visser, adjourned the subcommittee meeting at 11:30 AM. 
  


