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ENGLISH MASTERY COUNCIL   
DISTRICT POLICY AND CRITERIA PLANNING 

SUBCOMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

  9:00 AM 

Meeting Locations:  
Video Conference  

OFFICE LOCATION ROOM 

Department of Education 9890 S. Maryland Pkwy 
Las Vegas, NV 

Bristlecone Conference Room 

Department of Education 755 N. Roop Street #201 
Carson City, NV 

 Conference Room, 2nd fl 

 

Call to Order 
Laurel Crossman, Subcommittee Chair, called to order, from Carson City, the meeting of the English 
Mastery Council District Policy and Criteria Planning Subcommittee, at 9:10 a.m. on Wednesday, May 
17, 2017. 

 
Roll Call 
Council secretary Susan Johnson conducted a roll call.  Quorum was established (three members 
present)  
 

Council members present in Carson City: Laurel Crossman, Gladis Diaz 
Council members present in Las Vegas:  Duncan Lee 
 

NDE staff present in Las Vegas:  Sophia Masewicz  
NDE staff present in Carson City:  Susan Johnson, Blakely Hume  
Deputy Attorney General Greg Ott was absent.  
 

There was no public attendance in Carson City or in Las Vegas. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 Lead by Laurel Crossman, Subcommittee Chair 
 

Public Comment #1 
There was no public comment from Carson City or Las Vegas. 

 
Approval of Minutes – April 18, 2017 Meeting 
Council reviewed the Minutes of the April 18, 2017 meeting.  There were no corrections to the Minutes. 
Motion:  Duncan motioned to approve the Minutes as prepared.  Laurel seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried and the Minutes were approved. 
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Approval of Flexible Agenda 
Subcommittee Chair Laurel Crossman asked for a motion to approve a flexible Agenda.   
Motion:  Duncan motioned to approve a flexible Agenda.  Laurel seconded the motion. Motion carried 
and a flexible Agenda was approved.  

 
District EL Policy Review  
Blakely discussed an overview of the work of the District Policy and Criteria Planning Subcommittee and 
expectations and recommendations to the full EMC at their meeting on May 18.  It was reported that 
the flash drives distributed to the subcommittee council members did not contain information needed 
to fully complete reviews, and some files were corrupt.  Council members reported on the homework 
assignment reviews.  Duncan reported on Elko, Esmeralda, Lincoln and Eureka.  He stated that all four 
districts submitted a one-page recommendations and each district had an area which needed 
improvement.  
 
Sophia explained the submission form template, and how the areas of the template align with the 
results of the policy plans.  Sophia stated that both the Academic Content Standards and the English 
Language Development Standards need to be addressed; it had been discovered that the latter had not 
been addressed.  Sophia reported that there are four districts that have made the necessary corrections 
to their policies for their revised submissions, and they have met all criteria:  Clark, Washoe, White Pine 
and Carson City.  
Sophia advised there are two districts who have submitted policies or guidelines, but no plans. She 
stated that all the other districts are in the revision process.  Sophia reported that Eureka submitted a 
two-page guidelines, and Lander is also out of compliance.  Laurel suggested that the guidelines 
submitted by Eureka serve as their policy.  Sophia stated the guidelines would not meet the criteria that 
is required under State law.  Laurel reminded the other council members and NDE staff that the smaller 
counties have limited staff to assist in preparing the plans.  Laurel reiterated that the guidelines 
submitted by Eureka and Lander serves as their district policy and plans, even if the criteria had not 
been met.  
Duncan suggested reporting general information about district submissions.  Laurel preferred to report 
specifics of policies and plans to satisfy the charge of the English Mastery Council.  The subcommittee 
continued to report on the counties assigned as homework.  
 
Gladis reviewed Mineral, Nye, Humboldt and Pershing.  She stated the delivery of service models from 
the smaller counties were not specific or clear, while Humboldt County was very clear and criteria was 
met.  
 
Laurel reported that she did not have access and therefore was unable to review White Pine because 
the file was corrupted.  Laurel also reviewed State Public Charter Authority, Douglas and Lyon.  Laurel 
stated there was a lack of specificity in the Charter School plan.  Laurel reported that Douglas did not 
meet any of the expectations on the parent/legal guardian notification.  Laurel stated that Lyon did not 
address the home language survey or screening instrument, but Lyon met most of the criterion.  
 
Sophia guided the Council in reviewing the summaries.  The legislative charge for each subcommittee 
was discussed.  Blakely stated that the subcommittees have very different charges.  The District Policy 
Subcommittee’s charge relates to districts and how they will serve their ELs.  
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Laurel stated that the work of the District Policy Subcommittee is extensive, and she will recommend to 
the full EMC that more members should be added to the Subcommittee.  Laurel will report to the full 
EMC the summaries:  four districts are at the point of acceptance, the rest are in the process, and 
highlighting the evaluation summaries.   Laurel announced that NASB has a conference every Fall where 
they provide professional training to school board members.  Possibly the subcommittee could train on 
the criteria required for district policies.  Blakely stated this action would require a motion and voting.   
Laurel asked for a motion to increase subcommittee membership.  
Motion: 
Duncan motioned that the District Policy and Criteria Planning Subcommittee seek additional EMC 
members to join the District Policy Subcommittee.  Laurel seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
Motion:   
Laurel motioned to recommend that the EMC seek an opportunity to provide training to Board members 
at the NASB Annual Conference.  Gladis seconded the motion.  Motion carried and approved.  
 

There was discussion around an EMC member attending the conference, along with an NDE staff 
member.  The Fall conference is scheduled for November 17 and 18 in Reno.  Laurel stated that Dottie 
Merrill is the executive director of NASB.  
Laurel withdrew the first motion to recommend that the EMC seek an opportunity to provide training at 
the NASB Annual Conference.  Gladis seconded the motion to withdraw.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion: 
Laurel motioned that the District Policy and Criteria Planning Subcommittee make a recommendation to 
the EMC to seek opportunities to have EMC members and/or NDE support members present guidance 
to districts and superintendents on district policy criterion for English language learners at a future 
conference of the Nevada Association of School Board.  Duncan seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
and approved.  
 
Sophia stated that the EMC will craft a recommendation taking the recommendations of all three 
subcommittees, combine them, and make recommendation to the Nevada State Board of Education.   
Duncan stated it was his understanding that there was to be a final report reflecting recommendations 
and accomplishments of the District Policy and Criteria Planning subcommittee and the other 
subcommittees.  Blakely explained that there is an annual report, but it is one prepared by NDE staff.   
Laurel stated she will prepare a report of progress and recommendations from the District Policy 
Subcommittee to the full EMC. 
 

Future Subcommittee Dates 
Duncan reported that he will be out of the country September 23 through October 9.  January and 
March 2018 were months considered to possibly schedule subcommittee meetings.  

 
Public Comment #2 
There was no public comment from Carson City or Las Vegas.  
 
Adjournment 

  Subcommittee Chair, Laurel Crossman, adjourned the meeting at 12:07 PM 


