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ENGLISH MASTERY COUNCIL 
Standards and Curriculum Subcommittee 

Meeting Minutes 

Friday, March 9, 2018 
  4:00 P.M. 

Meeting Locations:   
Video Conference 

OFFICE LOCATION ROOM 
Department of Education 9890 South Maryland Pkwy 

Las Vegas, NV 
Board Room 

Call to Order 
Maija Talso, Subcommittee Chair, called to order, from Las Vegas, the meeting of the English Mastery Council 
Standards and Curriculum Subcommittee at 4:01 PM on Friday, March 9, 2018. 

Roll Call 
Council interim secretary Mindy Montoya conducted a roll call.  Quorum was established (three members 
present) 
Council members present in Carson City:  None. 
Council members present in Las Vegas:  Maija Talso, Lorna James-Cervantes, and Nancy Brune (called in 
telephonically). 
 
NDE staff present in Las Vegas:  Sophia Masewicz and Mindy Montoya.  
NDE staff present in Carson City:  Blakely Hume.  

Pledge of Allegiance 
Lead by Subcommittee Council Chair, Maija Talso. 

Public Comments #1 
There was no public comment in Las Vegas. 
 
Blakely Hume stated that although he is meeting in the Silver Ore Conference Room in Carson City, it is not an 
official meeting location and that the only meeting location is in the Las Vegas Board Room. 

Approval of May 26, 2017 Minutes 
Members of the council reviewed the Minutes of May 26, 2017.  There were no corrections to the Minutes. 
Motion:  Nancy Brune motioned to approve the Minutes as prepared.  Lorna James-Cervantes seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried and the Minutes were approved. 

Approval of Flexible Agenda 
Motion:  Chair Maija Talso motioned to approve a flexible Agenda.  Nancy Brune seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried and a flexible Agenda was approved.   



EMC – Standards and Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting Approved: 11/1/2018 

2 
 

Discussion of Roles and Future Actions of the Subcommittee 
Chair Maija Talso stated that this topic came about from an email exchange regarding the Standards and 
Curriculum Subcommittee’s role with the ELD Standards Framework Workgroup where she used the word, 
“oversight” instead of the word, “advisory.”  Chair Talso requested clarification on what the Subcommittee’s 
advisory role would consist of in relation to the ELD Standards Framework Workgroup. 
 
Blakely Hume stated that he has done some research and could provide some clarification if Council Chair would 
allow him to do so.  Chair Maija Talso allowed Mr. Hume to proceed with the clarification. 
 
Blakely Hume stated that if they looked at NRS388.411 that was approved in 2013, it talks about the role of the 
English Mastery Council, which has six different content areas of what it needs to do.  He continued stating that 
the fourth one pertains to the Standards and Curriculum Subcommittee and, it reads as follows, “Develop 
standards and criteria for a curriculum for people who are limited English proficient and submit those standards 
and criteria to the State Board for consideration.”  
 
Blakely Hume stated that when the English Mastery Council first met in 2013, it was determined that there were 
these six different recommendations for the English Mastery Council.  He stated that there is nothing in statute 
that states that subcommittees would be created.  He stated that at the first meeting in 2013, it was put forth 
the recommendation that they should either have subcommittees to do this work, which would involve OML, 
appropriate meetings, minutes, etc., or would they have work task groups, which would be designed to work 
together to work on the six recommendations.  He stated that at the time, the President determined that they 
would have subcommittee groups, but since it was not in statute that they had to have the subcommittee 
groups, the end result of the six recommendations still fell with the English Mastery Council.  He stated that 
because of that and over the course of a couple of years, especially the last six or seven months, NDE 
determined that the ELD Standards Framework, which Sophia Masewicz and Kul Axtell have been leading, would 
be an NDE initiative based on the fact that there are many different stakeholders from around the state.  He 
stated that in the end, when the ELD Standards are completed, they would go to the State Board and present 
them for consideration.  He continued that while this has been big work for the Standards and Curriculum 
Subcommittee, it wasn’t a Standards and Curriculum initiative. 
 
Chair Talso stated that Mr. Hume had cut out during a crucial part, but what she interpreted he said was that the 
advisory role is not for the subcommittee, but for the English Mastery Council.  
 
Blakely Hume stated that Chair Talso broke up as well and clarified that the Standards and Curriculum 
Subcommittee is the advisory portion of the ELD Standards.  Mr. Hume stated that when the standards are 
presented to the State Board of Education, it will be the English Mastery Council who will elect a representative 
who will present to the State Board.  He stated that he wanted to give the background to determine the 
subcommittee portions that have been created for the English Mastery Council, which was not in statute, but 
simply a mechanism in order to be able to do work. 
 
Sophia Masewicz asked for some clarity on the topic being discussed.  She stated that what she heard was that 
the English Mastery Council has six tasks that they had to be engaged in and one was around Standards and 
Curriculum in which the English Mastery Council is actually the authority in terms of that.  She stated that in 
statute there isn’t the provision for subcommittees, but that was an arm of the EMC in which the Chair moved it 
forward with the Council.  



EMC – Standards and Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting Approved: 11/1/2018 

3 
 

Discussion of Roles and Future Actions of the Subcommittee (Continued) 
Sophia Masewicz stated that the other thing that she heard was that the work around the standards is really an 
NDE initiative because there were broad stakeholders in the matter and that the original advisement or steering 
of this was a group of individuals that included members of the EMC, not acting as EMC members, but a part of 
the steering committee, which included other individuals in framing what the initial discussion around the ELD 
Standards Framework that went forward in an initiative.  She stated that she also heard at the end of the 
conversation from Mr. Hume that the EMC would be putting forth the Standards Framework recommendation, 
which seems to be conflicting in the fact that it is not the initiative of the EMC, but the initiative of NDE.  She 
stated that the advisory is to move forward as stakeholders in this process, and that also a charge as an advisory 
to this work is to bring it to the EMC.  She stated that she believes that moving forward to present it to the 
Board of Education would be the Nevada Department of Education. 
 
Chair Maija Talso stated that she concurred with Sophia Masewicz’s statements on presenting to the State 
Board because he was an NDE initiative, it would be NDE’s job to do that.  She stated that she wanted to make a 
clarification in that the initial impetus for the work did originate with their Subcommittee in the sense that when 
they asked for approval of the standards, they included the recommendation or charge to the staff of NDE to 
create a guidance document.  She stated that in view of that and what she heard from Blakely and from Karl 
earlier was that they essentially have no role in the process anymore.  She asked if the Standards and Curriculum 
Subcommittee has any type of role in the Standards document process.  She stated that her personal sense was 
that they still had some type of advisory role, simply as members of the subcommittee. 
 
Blakely Hume stated that based on the email they had with Karl Wilson, he did not believe that the Standards 
and Curriculum Subcommittee had any role anymore in that regard.  He stated that the next step is that once 
the standards are completed they will then be presented to the State Board. 
 
Chair Talso wanted to clarify that what they are completing is a guidance document. 
 
Blakely Hume stated that Sophia Masewicz could speak in regards to the guidance document. 
 
Lorna James-Cervantes stated that the standards are the WIDA English Language Development standards, but 
what they have been working as a group along with the staff and the rest of NDE is the guidance document for 
teachers and administrators and those working within the schools to understand how to implement those 
standards in their instructions. 
 
Blakely Hume stated that the statute does not say anything about a guidance document and referred to Sophia 
Masewicz to address the topic. 
 
Chair Talso stated that the legislation did not say that; however, what was approved by the State Board did say 
that.  She stated that she does not know the legality of it. 
 
Blakely Hume suggested referring to the statute and Chair Talso questioned why they needed to hear the 
statute again. Blakely Hume stated that from what he read, it sounded like the English Mastery Council would 
develop standards and criteria for a curriculum for pupils who were limited proficient and submit those 
standards and criteria to the State Board for consideration. 
 
Chair Talso asked that since they have accomplished that, if they should disband the subcommittee. 
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Discussion of Roles and Future Actions of the Subcommittee (Continued) 
Sophia Masewicz stated that she would like for them, outside of the meeting, in another conversation with Karl 
Wilson, to discuss the email chain regarding this matter in terms of the role of the ELD subcommittee.  She 
stated that she believes that there is still a role of advisory in this process.  She stated that in a way that it can 
materialize in terms of what that looks like would be some of the review sessions like they did with the ELD, 
district policies, and walk-throughs with the EMC and/or subcommittees to ensure that there is understanding 
around the document and to give stakeholders input to that. 
 
Chair Talso asked if there is an objection from Mr. Hume on what the Subcommittee remaining in an advisory 
capacity as Sophia Masewicz just stated. 
 
Blakely Hume stated that there was no objection and that what Sophia Masewicz just stated was correct. 
 
Sophia Masewicz stated that she believes that just like how they presented at the last EMC meeting an update 
of the work, they also received suggestions and recommendations based on roll-out, who to include, timelines 
and she thinks the next steps would be to definitely do a work session with the EMC so that they are very 
familiar with the documents, more thoroughly than the update. 
 
Chair Talso stated that if they go on the decision or assumption that they are still serving in an advisory capacity 
to the English Mastery Council, who is an advisory to the State Board of Education, she asked to open up the 
discussion to any particular roles or actions that they should take, that Sophia Masewicz just mentioned, like 
some kind of work group that they could talk with members of the English Mastery Council.  She stated that they 
have also talked about focus groups taking place in the state with a rough version of the guidance document and 
that could be something they could participate in to see how they are going from an outside point of view, 
which is one suggestions.  She stated that she did not know if there were any other suggestions in terms of how 
they could serve that role as advisory with regards to the standards guidance document. 
 
Lorna James-Cervantes stated that she worked on the Math portion with the other members so she had to 
create the Math guide to make sure they had that clear guide from Kindergarten through 12th grade, which was 
her role.  She was not part of the group that did the reflection on the whole thing.  Depending on the time and 
timeline, she is fine in participating in focus groups as long as they can find times that will work for the entire 
group, which is always a challenge.  She stated that she agreed with Sophia that what they had talked about at 
the last EMC meeting were suggestions from the whole group around timelines and communication for the roll-
out of the guidance document to the different local agencies across the state, which she thinks is an important 
thing for them to think about and maybe they could give some suggestions or guidance, but she believes a work 
session is the best place to do that work. 
 
Chair Talso thanked Ms. James-Cervantes.  She stated that as far as the focus groups, they have not really 
flushed out what that might look like, but she would envision each one of them to participate in one focus group 
of a different content area, such as something that is not Science for her and not Math for Ms. James-Cervantes 
because those were the ones they worked on, just in terms of seeing what the initial response is, which might be 
a proposal.  If there are multiple focus groups, they could pick one that works with their schedule, since she was 
not envisioning them participating in all of the focus groups.  Ms. Talso asked how that might work as far as the 
workgroup with the English Mastery Council. 
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Discussion of Roles and Future Actions of the Subcommittee (Continued) 
Sophia Masewicz answered that it would be just like how they did with the EL district policy work sessions where 
they took an example. She stated that they were not able to go through 24 different documents, so they did a 
sample and it was representative of what they looked like and what the focus and intent of each of the 
components is the way that they did the EL district policy work session.  She proposed that they should think 
about what they need to do and how they can communicate the intent of the document and what the 
document can will do for educators in the components that are on the template. 
 
Chair Talso asked if she saw this happening at their May English Mastery Council meeting or in the fall. 
 
Sophia Masewicz stated that they could prepare that for the May meeting if the agenda allowed, if not, they 
could roll it out in the next meeting. 
 
Blakely Hume stated that Ms. Masewicz had broken up and asked her to clarified if she had suggested that the 
work group would happen in the May 9 EMC meeting. 
 
Chair Talso confirmed that that was what they were saying, but in retrospect, it cannot happen because they will 
not have revised the document by then, so it cannot be at the May meeting. 
 
Sophia Masewicz stated that they were still working on the document in May, so it would have to be in the fall 
meeting. 
 
Blakely Hume asked Ms. Talso to clarify if there was an email earlier that day about having another 
subcommittee meeting. 
 
Chair Talso clarified that it was Ms. James-Cervantes that had something wacky happen with her new email 
system and she actually received an email from last April that she responded to not realizing that it was from 
last April.  Blakely Hume thanked Ms. Talso for the clarification. 
 
Chair Talso stated that they have two potential ways to continue their involvement with the standards 
document; one being to participate in a focus group and one being to create a workgroup or work session for 
the first EMC meeting of the fall.  She stated that they cannot do it in May because the documents would not be 
ready by then. 
 
Blakely Hume stated that knowing that the summertime, except for last summer, there has traditionally been no 
EMC meeting, what would be the plan, in terms of revising or working on the documents in May, what would 
you envision as the goal to be able to get ready by the Fall EMC meeting. 
 
Chair Talso stated that they discussed an hour ago about the timeline, but she thinks that in April and May they 
would conduct the focus groups and then their teams would get together in May and June to implement and 
integrate the information from the focus groups, but beyond that, Sophia Masewicz could fill in. 
 
Sophia Masewicz stated that with the ELD workgroup leads, they determined that they would do focus groups, 
which would be a review of the documents.  She stated that they would like to do that across a number of 
settings across the state, and then take some of those suggestions back in their meeting of the entire group in 
June, make revisions, and they roll-out again for a two-part review of the documents.  
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Discussion of Roles and Future Actions of the Subcommittee (Continued) 
Sophia Masewicz stated that one is to put it before a small group of teachers across the state to actually use the 
documents and then bring it back for a discussion with them about any usability of the documents.  She 
continued that from there, they would continue to refine with the Leads, which she believes is scheduled to 
occur in October. 
 
Blakely Hume thanked Sophia Masewicz. 
 
Chair Talso stated that by the time the EMC meets in the fall for the first time, they will have the documents 
they are providing to teachers to use to pilot for them, so she thinks those will be the same documents at that 
point. 
 
Blakely Hume thanked Chair Talso for the clarification. 
 
Chair Talso asked if there were any thoughts on this project, the standards guidance, or any other thoughts on 
tasks for the Standards and Curriculum subcommittee.  She stated that if they looked at the original charge, it 
was developed standards, which they adopted, but didn’t develop, and criteria for curriculum.  She stated that 
she was not sure if the standards guidance document falls under the curriculum piece.  She asked if they are 
developing criteria for curricula, does the guidance document fulfill that or was there something else that they 
should be looking at in terms of criteria. 
 
Lorna James-Cervantes stated that when they looked at the different English Language Development Standards 
that were available at the time when they were doing their work a couple of years ago, they had set a set of 
criteria of what should be included in the standards or curriculum that they had adopted as a state.  She stated 
that by doing that they had met both of those charges of the committee.  
 
Chair Talso thanked Ms. James-Cervantes and stated that she would agree with that.  She asked if maybe the 
criteria should be included in the standards framework as guidance once we get it all complete for how to 
develop curricula that address the needs of English learners. 
 
Lorna James-Cervantes stated that it would be a good idea to help frame the why behind this work. 
 
Chair Talso stated that once the guidance document is ready to go, it will be sent to the board for approval and 
then after that they would need a roll-out plan.  She asked the members how involved they should be in the 
plan.  She stated that in the Steering Committee, they talked quite a bit about involving administrators and that 
nothing would get implemented if administrators were not on board, so she wondered if there was anything 
that came up in that meeting that they wanted to be involved in discussing. 
 
Nancy Brune stated that it sounded like that piece was more of the implementation and that their role would 
consist of advisory and guidance.  She stated that maybe there was a way to have NDE share implementation 
and see if there are issues since she believes NDE would say that was their space and they were just advisory. 
 
Lorna James-Cervantes stated that she agreed with what Nancy Brune stated and would be happy as an EMC 
member to help provide any advisory guidance that they would wish. 
 
Chair Talso thanked Lorna James-Cervantes for restating what she meant.  She asked if any of the members had 
any thoughts on possible tasks or activities for the subcommittee.  
 
Lorna James-Cervantes and Nancy Brune stated no. 
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Chair Talso asked if there were any staff ideas. 
 
Blakely Hume stated that he did not have any further comments and thought they had covered it all. 

Public Comments #2 
There was no public comment in Las Vegas. 

Adjournment 
  TESL Subcommittee Chair, Maija Talso, adjourned the meeting at 4:37 p.m. 
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