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DEPARTMENT STAFF PRESENT: 
In Las Vegas: 
Tricia Cook, Administrative Assistant 
 
In Carson City: 
Steve Canavero, Interim Superintendent of Public Instruction 
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AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
In Las Vegas: 
None 
 
In Carson City: 
Allison Combs, Nevada System of Higher Education 
Crystal Abba, Nevada System of Higher Education 
Valerie Melendez, Northern Nevada Development  
Chelli Smith, SNRPDP 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; APPROVAL OF 
AGENDA 
The meeting was called to order at 9:01 a.m. with attendance as reflected above. 
 



NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONEVADA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION  April 18, 2016   
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS COMMITTEE   

Public Comment #1 
There was no public comment. 
 
Opening remarks and discussion 
Steve Canavero, superintendent of public instruction, explained this is the third meeting in a 
sequence of three where career, college and community readiness has been discussed by looking 
broadly at the diversity of Nevada’s economy and its impact on K-12, and the Nevada System of 
Higher Education (NSHE) as workforce development and training. The meeting today is to receive 
feedback to help refine the definition of college, career and community readiness.  
 
Nevada High School Graduation requirements are established in regulation. The State Board has 
the ability to change graduation requirements. A definition of college, career and community 
readiness does not immediately need to become policy. It could become policy as an endorsement 
to a diploma, or an aspirational goal. Also, the definition does not need to change graduation 
requirements. 
 
Member Jamin asked for clarity about the pros and cons of a new definition for career, college and 
community readiness not changing the graduation requirements. Dr. Canavero responded there is a 
continuum of potential changes that could occur. An example is the college ready definition 
changing by adding two years of foreign language. Adding that requirement would probably not be 
a substantial change in regulation. If adding algebra II to the requirement, there would be a large 
logistical challenge to provide time and teachers.  
 
Presentation of other state definitions of College and/or Career Readiness. Certain states will 
be highlighted that incorporate readiness definitions into high school graduation 
requirements and/or accountability systems. 
Diane Mugford, Education Programs Professional, conducted a PowerPoint presentation about 
other state policy that defines College and/or career readiness. The presentation included 
information about: 

• Gap between graduation and post-secondary readiness 
• College and career are not two distinct pathways 
• Students will need to earn a postsecondary credential to achieve a family-sustaining wage 

 
Ms. Mugford explained that she reviewed the definitions of college and career from three states, 
Massachusetts, Kentucky and New York. 
 
Ms. Mugford discussed Massachusetts’ definition of College and Career readiness: 

• Massachusetts students who are college and career ready will demonstrate the knowledge, 
skills and abilities that are necessary to 
 successfully complete entry level, credit bearing college courses, 
 participate in certificate or workplace training programs, and 

enter economically viable career pathways. 
Ms. Mugford further discussed Massachusetts core and course requirements as well as their test 
and graduation requirements.  
 
Kentucky’s definitions of college readiness were presented: 

• The level of preparation a student needs to succeed in credit bearing courses in college.  

http://www.doe.nv.gov/Boards_Commissions_Councils/High_School_Graduation/2016/April/Item4OtherStatePolicyDefiningCollegeCareerReadiness/
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• Success is defined as completing entry level courses at a level of understanding and 
proficiency that prepares the student for subsequent courses.  

 
Discussions ensued about remediation between high school and college and the benchmarks 
students must meet to be college and/or career ready. Every student in Kentucky has an individual 
learning plan.  

 
Ms. Mugford recognized New York’s long developed system. The Regents of New York are 
responsible for the general supervision of all educational activities within the State, and they define 
what should be in diploma and college and career readiness. However, they have some reluctance 
to define college and career readiness. The New York Department of Education has said college 
and career readiness is defined by content knowledge skills, habits that students need to be 
successful after high school whether in postsecondary education or training that leads to a career 
pathway. New York is using a broader definition of college and career readiness. 
 
Information and discussion of a draft framework for Nevada’s College, Career, and 
Community Readiness. Staff will present a draft for Committee feedback as well as a plan to 
engage stakeholders. 
Russ Keglovits, education program professionals, conducted a PowerPoint presentation about a 
draft framework for College, Career, and Community Readiness. The information provided 
includes the Nevada Administrative Code (NAC), NSHE, data and information from other states to 
begin discussions.  
 
Some of the data included information about college enrollment without the need for remediation 
and persistence. Three types of students and diplomas were discussed, community ready, college 
ready and career ready.  
 
Chair Newburn asked for clarity about a community ready student, and how they are accessed. Mr. 
Keglovits responded that a student who receives a standard diploma and participates in the 
community may receive an endorsement on the diploma. Chair Newburn recognized that volunteer 
work and community service can be a positive factor in getting accepted into colleges.  
 
Chair Newburn noted there are requirements to graduate students who are college and career 
ready, and yet Nevada has a diploma that does not indicate the student is college or career ready. 
He suggested that if a basic diploma is not college or career ready it should be called something 
different, such as a diploma with college and career emphasis.  
 
Member Jamin questioned the three different diplomas and the information received earlier that in 
order for students to be successful from an economic standpoint they need a post-secondary 
certification. Dr. Canavero noted that Nevada has a standard and an advanced diploma. It is known 
by NSHE that students with a standard diploma are remediated at a significantly higher rate than 
students with an advanced diploma. The answer is Nevada has a diploma that does not prepare 
students adequately for post-secondary non-remedial course work.  
 
Chair Newburn said when graduated from high school a diploma meant the student had a basic 
skill set. It was not thought that the diploma prepared the student for college. There seems to be a 
change now with the notion that a high school diploma means the student is ready for college 
without remediation. There is a basic skill set diploma versus courses that prepare the student for 

http://www.doe.nv.gov/Boards_Commissions_Councils/High_School_Graduation/2016/April/NevadaDiplomaTypeCareerPathways/
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college. There seems to be two definitions of the high school diploma. There are some who view 
the diploma as an indication the student is ready for college, and others that view it as a basic skill 
set measure.  
 
Member Jamin acknowledged they have an opportunity to look at a different paradigm. 
Information suggests that taking CTE classes in high school and getting work skill experience 
helps to be more successful in college and career. Also, students who are geared towards going 
into a career will need additional training along the way. She suggested options should be given 
along the way to prepare students rather than trying to fit them into a category.  
 
Member Hickey commented that career readiness is as important as college success and they are 
intertwined. He suggested talking to kids early to help direct their choices about college and career 
readiness. 
 
Chair Newburn acknowledge he is concerned that Nevada is supposed to be producing college and 
career ready kids, and there might be a diploma that is neither college nor career ready. Member 
Jamin said she would like to send the message for students to be all three, college, career and 
community ready, and not chose one over the other. Removing the diploma from the discussion 
could help send that message.  
 
Mr. Keglovits continued the PowerPoint presentation. Board members, Dr. Canavero and Mr. 
Keglovits discussed the different aspects of the career and college ready diplomas and the 
consideration of adding endorsements to the diplomas. 
 
Mr. Keglovits summed up by stating pathways are still being defined, and they extend from 
different endorsements or diploma types. More work is being done to clearly define a pathway.  
 
Future Agenda Items 
Chair Newburn requested discussions about the credits of math and science for the basic diploma, 
and allowing one credit of computer science to count for a science credit. Also, to discuss using 
computers for half credit, this is a middle school getting high school credit. What is the logic of 
having a middle school class count as credit for high school graduation?  
 
Member Jamin mentioned the rigor of the course. If there is a fourth year of English or math, 
would those courses be specified, or would there be flexibility? If having a fourth year does not 
include a course to prepare students to move on to career or college, it may not have the intended 
benefit.  
 
Dr. Canavero said today’s discussion will be brought to the full board meeting, and then return it to 
the High School Graduation Committee again. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:02 p.m.  


