
 

 

NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION COMMITTEE 

JANUARY 12, 2018 

Meeting Locations: 

Office Address City Meeting Room 
Department of Education 9890 S. Maryland Pkwy Las, Vegas Board Room (2nd Floor) 
Department of Education 700 E. Fifth St Carson City Board Room 

DRAFT 
SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

(Video Conferenced) 
 

 
DEPARTMENT STAFF PRESENT: 
In Las Vegas 
Mark Newburn, State Board of Education member  
Robert Blakely, State Board of Education member 
 
In Carson City 
David Carter, State Board of Education member 
Kris Nelson, Director, Career Readiness, Adult Learning and Education Options 
Randi Hunewill, Career Readiness, Adult Learning and Education Options 
Steve Canavero, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
 
LEGAL STAFF PRESENT 
In Carson City 
Greg Ott, Deputy Attorney General 
 
AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 
In Las Vegas:  
Kathy Mead, Clark County School District 
 
Carson City:  
Allison Combs, Nevada System of Higher Education 
Bryn Lapenta, Washoe County School District 
Greg Cole, Mojave 
Kim Mangino, Clark County School District 
Mel Evans, Workforce Connections 
James Kuzma, Rancho High School 
Chad Gregorius, Clark County School District 
Wendi Hawk, Nevada System of Higher Education 
Jordan Nelson, Nevada System of Higher Education 
Jill Hersh, LVCCLD 
 
Call to Order;  
The meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. with attendance as reflected above.  
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Public Comment #1 

      Jill Hersha, Literacy Manager, Las Vegas Clark County Library District, encouraged that Nevada 
graduates have the opportunity to take the work keys assessment. Education is about getting students 
prepared for careers and the workforce. It is a tool every student could leave with that would indicate their 
ability to gain employment upon exit from high school. 

 
Melissa Evans, Director of Workforce Development Programs, Workforce Connections, noted the 
potential for incorporating work keys as an elective being considered. She said many of the kids that 
really need the work keys assessment may not choose that as an elective and suggested it is a requirement 
rather than an elective. The advanced diploma has made that a requirement and those kids will not 
necessarily need that as much as kids on a non-traditional vocational work path. It is important for kids 
that will not be going on to post- secondary education.  
 
Information, discussion and possible approval of August 29, 2017, High School Graduation Committee 
minutes. 
Member Blakely moved to approve the minutes. Member Carter seconded the motion. The motion 
carried.  
 
Information, discussion, and possible action item for recommendation of the SBE HSGC to the SBE 
regarding the proposed revisions to the Standard High School Diploma. This item was first heard by 
the SBE HSGC on August 29, 2017; draft regulations went to public workshop on October 26, 2017; 
recommendation was to revise proposal, work with stakeholders, and bring revised proposal to SBE 
HSGC. 

Chair Newburn provided a re-cap of previous meetings and the work that began a couple of years ago. 
The Board was hearing information that the standard diploma, designed to be a career only ready 
diploma, was not retaining its value to employers. There were significant students attempting to go to 
college with a standard diploma. It was noted that the CCSD and the 21st century course of study 
concluded the standard diploma has lost its value. Students are pushed to take additional math, science 
and social studies.  

Discussions ensued with the Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE). Their research indicated that 
over 70 percent of students with a standard diploma that were entering NSHE required remediation and 
almost 40 percent of students with an advanced diploma required remediation. School superintendents 
said their best students (advanced diploma students) leave the state and the numbers are off.  

All students are now required to take the ACT test. Debate questioned whether three years of math 
prepares students for college (inaudible). Only 19 percent of those students are college ready, including 
all students. The myth that three years of math is preparing the majority of students for college has been 
busted. In addition research from NSHE indicates that the total amount of math and science that a student 
takes is strongly correlated with their success in college. Because advance diploma students do so much 
better, it was recommended that the standard diploma requirements now become more in line with the 
advanced diploma requirements. The conclusion is that the standard diploma does not prepare students for 
college.  

The economic sectors met from the economic state sector council and the feedback is that the standard 
diploma does not prepare students to enter the workforce. Students who take the career and technical 
sequence and the CTE completers were career ready and are in high demand. The CTE certificate still has 
retained value.  

At the last meeting a recommendation was heard that moved the standard diploma to the advanced 
diploma, adding a fourth year of math, a third year of science and a third year of social studies, moving it 
up to 24 credits. Comments were received that moving the requirement to 24 credits was too much. It was 
reduced to 23 credits with four years of math, and three years of science and social studies, and then 
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moved to a regulation. There was confusion about moving the credit down, and one year of math and 
dropped off. Also, there was significant comment against the proposed changes. Comments were heard 
about reducing the number of electives from 71/2 to 5 that for students who are targeting a standard 
diploma, the elective credits are an important factor in keeping them engaged in school. Feedback was 
that 5 credits are too low, and because of the combination there could be a negative impact on the CTE 
programs. If forcing students to choose between music and CTE or athletics, they may not choose CTE. 
For students entering career tracks, requiring everyone to have the 4th math class, there may be another 
class that would serve that student better.  

Flexibility was requested. Based on that feedback, the NDE rethought what could be done with 2 credits 
going to 23 credits, 6 electives. There would be 2 new credits to work with to get the students more 
college and career ready, address the issues and possible elevate the CTE track.  

Kris Nelson, Director, Office of Career Readiness, Adult Learning and Education Options, presented the 
revised recommendation with proposed revisions on the standard high school diploma draft regulations. The 
proposal to revise the standard high school diploma has gone through a significant statewide vetting process 
with stakeholders. The concept for the revised standard high school diploma was first presented to this 
committee on August 29, 2017 and then a workshop was held on October 26, 2017.  
 
Director Nelson provided an overview of A.B. 7 that calls for the standard diploma to be reviewed by the State 
Board of Education to ensure kids are graduating college and career ready. She noted that district 
representatives provided feedback regarding the commencement year of 2022 and requested that the year be 
2023 to allow a year of implementation. Going forward the commencement year is 2023, which equates to a 
matriculating class of 2019 coming into high school.  
 
The proposed revisions to the current standard high school diploma include the following: 

• An increase from 15  units of credit to 17 units of credit for required courses; 
• A decrease from 7 ½ units of credit to 6 units of credit for elective courses 
• An increase in the overall total units of credit from 22 ½ to 23; and. 
• The addition in the prescribed required courses of two (2) units of college and career ready flex 

credits.  
 
To clarify the college and career ready flex credit, it is proposed that a pupil must have earned not less 
than two (2) units of credit from the following: 

• A second year of career and technical education in one (1) career and technical education program 
of study (NAC 389) which equates to a CTE concentrator; or 

• A third year of career and technical education in one (1) career and technical education program 
of study (NAC 389), which equated to a CTE completer; or 

• A fourth year of mathematics, Algebra II or higher; or 
• A third year of science; or 
• A third year of social studies. 

 
It has been recommended from a local educational agency that consideration be made to add the college 
and career ready flex credit list option of fulfilling one of the required units of credit through successful 
completion of the ACT National Career Readiness Certificate (NCRC), to accommodate those schools 
that do not have career and technical education and to afford pupils at those schools equity and access, 
and the ability to attain a career-readiness demonstration, which is the intent of the revision to the 
standard diploma.  
 
Chair Newburn reiterated that the student is being asked to demonstrate two more credits of either college 
and/or career readiness. The college readiness is the additional classes from NRS that are the difference 
between the standard and advanced diploma, which are the 4th year of math and 3rd year of science and 
socials studies. Or the students are being asked to demonstrate career readiness through CTE course track, 
which could be a second or third course. Under S.B. 200 computer science is listed, which the Economic 
Sector Councils are asking to that students are prepared with more advanced computer skills. It could be 
used as a 4th year of math or a 3rd year of science; it is both a college and career ready course.  
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Chair Newburn recalled that two courses were added to the Career Ready Diploma in similar areas. This 
proposal is in line with A. B. 7 and what has been done with Career Ready Diploma. 
 
Member Blakely commented that students are now expected to do a little over 2 percent more to graduate, 
with the standard diploma. He said he does not consider that is much of a leap in terms of effort. 
Additional students are being asked to have a more structured education program.  
 
Member Blakely asked Melissa Evans that based on her public comment is she in favor of the proposed 
version. Ms. Evans responded is ultimately good. If you look at the scenario of Bobby, a D student, and 
he chooses the elective, he may still get a D and graduate with a diploma. He is still not career ready. If 
the test is made as a requirement, then the test proves whether or not he is career ready. It is not the only 
option and she does not think it serves their purpose. Member Blakely said in the near future a test 
structure will become 10 percent of the grade, and then will move to 20 percent.  
 
Bret Barley, Deputy Superintendent, Student Achievement said member Blakely is referring to the 
transition of the EOC exams to the statewide district administered final exams. What was ELA 1 and ELA 
2 and math 1 and 2 will be district administered final exams for the course they are equated with. The 
percentage of the grade will be stepped up each year until 20 percent. Ms. Evans noted that the ACT work 
keys web site tracks all their individual certificates at each perspective level. From an economic 
development perspective, that is something employers reference.  
 
Member Newburn stated by adding the CTE track courses is that it elevates the CTE path to the college 
ready track. Also, it enables a student to complete a full 3 credit CTE program without (inaudible) any of 
their elective credits, which frees them up for other courses. Member Blakely said going to the 23 credits 
for the standard high school diploma, how is this in terms of being in alignment with what other states are 
doing. Director Nelson said in the New Skills for Youth work with 10 of the awardee states, each state has 
a standard diploma that is like Nevada’s college and career ready diploma that the Board adopted last 
month. That diploma and this standard diploma align nationally with what states are doing, specifically 
with the New Skills for Youth work.  
 
Member Blakely moved to approve the proposed the version of the standard high school diploma as 
outlined by staff. Member Carter seconded the motion. 
 
The proposed revisions to the current standard high school diploma include the following: 

• An increase from 15  units of credit to 17 units of credit for required courses; 
• A decrease from 7 ½ units of credit to 6 units of credit for elective courses 
• An increase in the overall total units of credit from 22 ½ to 23; and. 
• The addition in the prescribed required courses of two (2) units of college and career ready flex 

credits.  
 
To clarify the college and career ready flex credit, it is proposed that a pupil must have earned not 
less than two (2) units of credit from the following: 

• A second year of career and technical education in one (1) career and technical education 
program of study (NAC 389) which equates to a CTE concentrator; or 

• A third year of career and technical education in one (1) career and technical education 
program of study (NAC 389), which equated to a CTE completer; or 

• A fourth year of mathematics, Algebra II or higher; or 
• A third year of science; or 
• A third year of social studies. 

 
Member Newburn stated he agrees and likes the NCRC, and sees how to incorporate it as a follow on 
meeting to the High School Graduation Committee. There has been discussion about it for several years 
and the State Board and NDE has resisted the position of requiring all students to take the test. The 
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college and career degree used it as part of the requirement for an endorsement. He would like the NDE to  
 
have time to look at how it could be incorporated, then bring a recommendation. He would like a NCRC 
endorsement on the standard diploma for students.  
 
The motion carried.  
 
Member Newburn requested the NDE to come back with recommendations to encourage students to take 
the NCRC, especially the standard diploma students, with the possibility of an endorsement on the 
standard diploma.  
 
Public Comment #2 
Wendy Hawk, Nevada State High School, said she appreciates the direction the standard diploma is 
going. (inaudible) When their students graduate they have college credit, and a NCRC. Over 80 percent of 
their kids come in needing remediation for college at the standard level for work keys. Only 30 percent of 
her students would qualify for the advanced diploma. Now, emphasizing career ready with this diploma, 
the majority of students have been missed. She wants options for kids, and having the NCRC is important.  
 
Greg Cole, Principal, Mojave High School, said he appreciates having the bar higher so they can get kids 
college and career ready. For the last few years the discussion has been about approving graduation rates. 
This is a great next step towards where we want to be. He also appreciates the flexibility options so 
schools can use what works best for their needs.  
 
Kerry Pope, Principal, Southeast Career Technical Academy in Las Vegas, said originally they were 
concerned about the toggle between math and science which was proposed. This option changes the 
ability for students to participate in the programs. She added the CTE component is to continue funding 
and giving more funding to CTE programs so the classes can get into more high schools for more 
opportunity. Their school is a big fan of the NCRC and their students do well on it. She cautioned that if 
looking it as a graduation requirement, to look at a toggle system again taking the ACT or the work key 
assessment. They may not necessarily need to take both and they do not want an unfunded mandate with 
the NCRC. 
 
James Kuzma, Principal Rancho High School, echoed his colleagues. He was impressed how well the 
HSGC listened to testimony from the last meeting. He suggested considering keeping health at 8th grade 
for high school credit and that would open up a spot a CTE credit. He also suggested that anatomy and 
physiology be counted as a science credit which would help with the standard diploma. CTE teachers are 
difficult to find and he loses them because of the certification requirements for their license and he 
suggested re-visiting the requirements. (inaudible)  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:59 a.m.  
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