
 

 

  NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
SENATE BILL 108 SUBCOMMITTEE  

OCTOBER 26, 2017 
 

Meeting Locations: 

Office Address City Meeting Room 

Department of Education 9890 S. Maryland Pkwy Las, Vegas Board Room (2
nd

 Floor) 

Department of Education 700 E. Fifth St Carson City Board Room 

 

SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

(Video Conferenced) 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

 

In Las Vegas 

Felicia Ortiz 

Robert Blakely 

 

In Carson City 

Dawn Miller 

Hunter Drost 

 

DEPARTMENT STAFF PRESENT: 

In Carson City 

Steve Canavero, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Brett Barley, Deputy Superintendent, Student Achievement 

Mary Holsclaw, Education Programs Professional 

Mayita Sanchez, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent of Public Instruction 

 

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 

In Las Vegas:   

Steven Katten, VTCTA 

Brigid Duffy, Clark County Defense Attorney Office 

William Voy, Clark County Juvenile Services 

 

Carson City:  
Jessica Wise, University of Nevada Reno 

Tess Peterson, Nevada Public Health Foundation 

Pam Ambercrombie, Nevada Public Health Foundation 

Frank Cervantes, Washoe County Juvenile Services 

Scott Shick, Douglas County Juvenile Services 

Jo Lee Wickes, Washoe County Defense Attorney Office 

Laura Blavenstein, University of Nevada Reno 

Egan Walker, Washoe County District Judge 

The meeting was called to order at 1:01 P.M. with attendance as reflected above.  

 

Public Comment #1 

No Public Comment 
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Workgroup Member Introduction 

 

Superintendent Steve Canavero expressed his appreciation of all those who responded and accepted the 

invitation to participate in the Subcommittee. The subcommittee has been modeled after the Committee of the 

State board to review that has been in place for 4 years who has reached out and engaged a diverse group of 

folks to help the State Board navigate issues around graduation requirements that have resulted in Legislative 

changes in 2015 and 2016. He discussed how the Board will rely on the Subcommittee and workgroup in 

informing their direction under Senate Bill 108. The Superintendent introduces the appointed members and 

those in the audience, as reflected in the attendance. There is discussion on the type of work and the 

collaborative structure of the Subcommittee.  

 

Information, Discussion and Possible Action regarding the Election of the Subcommittee Chair 

 Member Blakely nominated Member Ortiz. 

 Seconded by Member Miller. The motion carried. 

 

Overview of Senate Bill 108 and Subcommittee’s Role 

 

Mary Holsclaw provided an overview of Senate Bill 108. The Subcommittee is required to study the manner in 

which to include, in one of the three units of credit in social studies required pursuant to NRS 389.018 

(American government, American history, world history or geography, concerning crimes that frequently 

involve persons under the age of 18 years.  

 

Discussion on Plan of Action to Comply with Senate Bill 108 

 

Chair Ortiz discusses and brings forth a recommendation to create a survey that can provide a baselines 

suggesting that the Subcommittee ask what is currently being done in support of the local school districts and 

to develop a deeper understanding of community organizations currently involved.  

 

Workgroup member, Judge Voy, provides the Subcommittee with information regarding a book of instruction 

published through Project Real which provides an answer based curriculum. He provides a suggestion that 

would engage the National Council that Judge Walker sits on the Board for.  

 

Judge Walker expands on the National Council and his willingness to provide technical assistance to the 

Subcommittee.  

 

There is discussion among members regarding the sharing of information between subcommittee members. It 

is agreed that information will be provided via the Department of Education website.  

 

Member Miller inquires as to whether or not existing law requires that each unit in high school have to be at 

the high school level. There is discussion on the textbook being currently used for the 7
th
 grade curriculum and 

whether or not the Subcommittee is able to recommend bringing this forth in middle school. 

 

Superintendent Canavero states that he believes the Subcommittee is not prohibited in making such 

recommendations; that recommendations can exceed the limited nature of that law but not exclude the 

minimum requirements.  

 

There is further discussion and there is general consensus among the work group members and Subcommittee 

to move forward and consider building a middle school curriculum.  

 

Steven Katten, a teacher, provides feedback as a CTE instructor and the current CTE curriculum used in the 

classroom. He expresses concern with capacity and the ability for an instructor to incorporate all units within 

one year of classroom instruction. There is also discussion regarding a brochure discussing the rights of a 

victim.  
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There is discussion among members regarding the appropriate time to address instructional time and at what 

grade level for each topic. The survey is further discussed and it is discussed to have a survey shared with 

district leads at both the high school and middles school level as well as with social study chairs or those 

individuals responsible for social study content. It is agreed that Mary Holsclaw and Member Ortiz will 

connect to draft an initial draft survey to provide to Members for feedback by November 10, 2017. This draft 

survey will then be included in the November 20
th
 Subcommittee agenda for review and finalization.  

 

There is further discussion regarding Laws for Youth and Project Real as well as Juvenile Justice and their 

willingness to bring forth feedback to the Subcommittee. 

 

Chair Ortiz asks for clarification regarding curriculum recently approved for Safe and Respectful Learning 

Environment. Superintendent Canavero discusses the process in integrating new curriculum into the existing 

standards, as in this specific example, utilizing existing standards to identify easy connections for teachers and 

school leaders and leverage those assets so it is not an addition but instead a collaboration.  

 

There is further discussion surrounding data and the collection of information. It is decided that Chair Ortiz and 

Mary Holsclaw will draft a survey to provide to the subcommittee for feedback. Discussion around an online 

tool is brought forth.  

 

There is further discussion amongst members regarding support outside of the Subcommittee including using 

Laws for Youth and Project Real. Chair Ortiz notes that this would be an opportunity to create bridge and 

allow for students to discussing having a safe and healthy relationship within the classroom. Member Miller 

discusses the want to integrate and build this into the current curriculum.  

 

Upon asking if there are further questions; thoughts on statutory rape and the Nevada Foundation are discussed 

as well as discussion surrounding reaching out into the community to retain feedback and collaboration. Chair 

Ortiz asked that a list of resources be sent to Mary via e-mail with relationships that currently exist in the 

school districts to inform the Subcommittees work.  

 

A question as to whether a school district utilizing a community partnership with a local organization to deliver 

curriculum met the standards per the law was discussed. Deputy Barley stated that as long as the curriculum is 

being taught the Department is agnostic as to who is teaching the curriculum. Superintendent Canavero 

discusses developing new standards and curriculum and its success in the past and emphasized that integration 

has proven effective versus a stand-a-lone approach in providing high quality resources to teachers. 

 

It is agreed that Mary and Chair Ortiz will draft a survey to provide to members for feedback and that the 

Subcommittee will reconvene November 20 

to review and finalize the survey. It is also agreed that the primary method of communication will be done via 

e-mail and that a link to the child safety standards will be placed on the Department’s webpage.  

 

Public Comment #2 

No Public Comment  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:51 PM  


