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Dear President Wynn, Members of the Nevada State Board of Education, and Superintendent Canavero: 

 
On behalf of the Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE), I am writing to express my strong support 
for the proposed regulation R076-17 that prescribes the criteria for a pupil to receive a college and career 
ready high school diploma and its requisite endorsements, as required by Assembly Bill 7 (Chapter 501, 
Statutes of Nevada 2017). To earn the college and career ready diploma and endorsements, the proposed 
regulation requires that a pupil complete the requirements for the State's Advanced Diploma and further 
requires that the pupil successfully complete additional coursework demonstrating their college and 
career-readiness, as well as meet the requirements on certain assessments, certificates or credentials, as 
specified under the regulation, to receive the college-ready or career-ready endorsement. 

 
The regulation's recognition of the State's Advanced Diploma as the foundation for receipt of the college 
and career ready diploma is of particular significance. Using data available through NSHE, the Nevada 
Department of Education (NDE) and the Statewide Longitudinal Data System (NPWR), we know that 
Nevada high school graduates who earn an Advanced Diploma are better prepared for the challenges of 
college-level coursework. Students who earned the Advanced Diploma continue to college and persist 
from the first year of college to the second at higher rates than their peers who earned a standard diploma. 
These students also place into remedial math and/or English at much lower rates than students who earn 
the standard diploma (38.9 percent versus 70.4 percent for the Class of 2014). The Advanced Diploma is 
a valuable goal for students to pursue in high school whether they envision a college or a career pathway 
after graduation, as we know employers also seek the same critical thinking and "soft" skills valued by 
higher education. Thus, I am especially pleased that the regulation not only endorses the Advanced 
Diploma as a component of the college and career ready diploma but, very importantly, retains the 
Advanced Diploma as an option for students who may not be able to achieve the additional requirements 
to earn this new diploma. These students are also better prepared for the rigors of college and should be 
recognized for their work above and beyond the standard high school curriculum. 

 
I would also like to focus on the college-ready endorsement component of the new diploma.  As 
proposed, to earn the college-ready endorsement, a student must complete one of the college-ready 
assessments prescribed by the Board of Regents (e.g. ACT or SAT) and achieve the minimum scores for 
placement into college-level English and mathematics courses. It is important to recognize that these 
scores under the Board's policy reflect the benchmarks for college-readiness established by the 
organizations offering the assessments, including the College Board (SAT) and ACT for their respective 
assessments. These organizations use their extensive academic and quantitative expertise and historical 
data to establish these benchmarks, and the Board recognizes this expertise in adopting their benchmarks. 
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In closing, I applaud your efforts, as well as those of the staff at NDE and the Nevada Legislature, to offer 
Nevada students a new diploma that will inspire them to engage in the many pathways offered by our high 
schools through AP courses, honors course, career and technical courses, and many others to better prepare 
them for success in college and careers in Nevada after their graduation. Thank you for your time and 
continued work to support and improve education in our State. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Thom Reilly, Chancellor 
Nevada System of Higher Education 

 
 
cc: Kevin J. Page, Chairman, Nevada Board of Regents 

Crystal Abba, NSHE Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs 
Frank Woodbeck, NSHE Executive Director for Workforce Development 
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