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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Nevada Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) has played an active role in the state’s 
continuous improvement and focused monitoring efforts.  In order to help the state with these ongoing 
efforts to increase results for children and youth with disabilities, carryout the activities in the State 
Performance Plan (SPP), and the State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) this important stakeholder 
Committee serves as: 
 
1. An advisory group to the Nevada Department of Education (NDE) and the State Board of 

Education (SBE) relative to decisions that may affect special education. 
 
2. A vehicle for disseminating information about federal and State regulations to the constituencies 

represented by the Committee. 
 
3. An entity to provide support for polices and procedures that are initiated and/or implemented by 

the NDE and the SBE. 
 
In order to serve these functions, the SEAC operates within the duties that are delineated at 34 
CFR §300.169 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA):  

 
The advisory panel must-- 

(i) Advise the State educational agency of unmet needs within the State in the 
education of children with disabilities; 

(ii) Comment publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by the State regarding 
the education of children with disabilities; 

(iii) Advise the State educational agency in developing evaluations and reporting on 
data to the Secretary under section 618; 

(iv) Advise the State educational agency in developing corrective action plans to 
address findings identified in Federal monitoring reports under Part B of the act; 
and 

(v) Advise the State educational agency in developing and implementing policies 
relating to the coordination of services for children with disabilities. 

 
The SEAC is comprised of a broad representation of individuals with knowledge and expertise in meeting 
the needs of children and youth with disabilities.  The SBE makes appointments to the Committee, with 
each member serving a three-year term. At their first meeting of the 2017-2018 fiscal year, the SEAC 
elected MaryAnn Demchak to serve as Chair for this term, and Joseph Holguin to serve as Vice-chair.  
Additional members for this fiscal year and the roles they represent are listed on the next page. 
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REGULAR MEMBERS 
 

Jan Albertson Special Education Administrators – North 
Nya Berry Charter Schools 
Mary Bryant Parents of Children with Disabilities 
Laura Bruni Parents of Children with Disabilities 
Mary Bryant Parents of Children with Disabilities 
Diana Cannon Parents of Children with Disabilities 
Marva Cleven Special Education Administrators - Rural 
MaryAnn Demchak Universities - North 
David Frydman Parents of Children with Disabilities 
Shari Fyfe Department of Health & Human Services 
Shirley Gaw Parents of Children with Disabilities 
Joseph Holguin Special Education Teachers – South 
Meskerem Kassa Parents of Children with Disabilities 
Joseph Morgan Universities – South 
Carlos Morales Special Education Administrators - South 
Daniel O’Gara Parents of Children with Disabilities 
Megan Palmer Special Education Teachers - Rural 
Dorothy Pomin Foster Care – Statewide 
Jodee Prudente Special Education Teachers - North 
Ellen Richardson Adams Parents of Children with Disabilities 
Tammy Rieken Parents of Children with Disabilities 
Lisa Rosas Parents of Children with Disabilities 
Carrisa Tashiro Protection and Advocacy 
Karen Taycher OSEP Funded State Parent Training Center 
Rosalie Woods Parents of Children with Disabilities 
 

 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION STAFF TO THE SEAC 
 

Will Jensen Director, Office of Special Education 
Kim Boles Secretary to the Advisory Committee 
Jessica Boles Assistant Secretary to the Advisory Committee 

 
 

2016-2017 MEETINGS 

 
During the 2017-2018 fiscal year, the SEAC met on October 24, 2017, March 20, 2018, and May 15, 
2018. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
In keeping with their prescribed duties, the SEAC discussed many issues and generated a number of 
actions during the 2017-2018 fiscal year. Following is a summary of the activities of the Committee 
relative to each of these federally conferred duties: 
 
1. Advise the State educational agency of unmet needs within the State in the education of 

children with disabilities. 
 

Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 
 

Activity 
 

The Special Education Director updated the committee on the roles of the committee members of 
SEAC, the structure of the meetings and the current by-laws.  Discussion ensued regarding the 
following: 
 

• Committee Membership 
• Purpose of SEAC 
• Advocacy vs. Advisement 
• SEAC Function – Unmet Needs 
• Identifying Systemic Issues 
• SEAC Function – Regulations 
• SEAC Function – Data 
• SPP/APR 
• Levels of Determination 
• SEAC Function – Corrective Action 
• SEAC Function – Coordination of Services 
• SEAC Function – Disputes 
• Meeting Process 

 
The Special Education Director and SEAC Chair conducted a discussion with the committee on 
the structure of the meetings.  Discussion ensued regarding the following: 
 

• Special Education initiatives 
• Program highlights 
• IDEA Spotlight 
• General purpose of SEAC advisory items will remain 
• Relevant information provided to share back with constituents 
• Restructuring meeting format 
• Make meetings more relevant 
• Problem/solution oriented group 
• Streamline comment process, advisement letters, get opinions out more consistently 
• Underutilizing SEAC sub-committees to expedite agenda items 
• Possible Subcommittee Options – Transition, Legislative, Information share, etc. 
• Items that could be covered during meetings: SPED services available, transition, 

disability resource center, advocacy, compliance, graduation, legislative initiatives, etc. 
 
A member of the subcommittee for student membership on SEAC shared the following: 
 

• Talked to multiple states about their student representation 
• Ages 18-22 
• Committee Mentors 
• Recruiting from Transition Summit – Past attendees 
• Phase in student membership, start with one 
• Student positions fill existing individuals with disabilities slot or create additional slots 

 
Action 
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The Committee passed a motion to include students/self advocates as members of the committee 
one from the north, south, and rural to be phased in, these members will be considered as a 
person with a disability and will not add to the membership of SEAC. 
 
The Committee passed a motion to accept the draft SEAC Annual Report with the added chances 
of the May 15, 2018 meeting. 

 
Due Process, Complaint, and Mediation 
 

Activity 
 
An NDE staff member shared data regarding state complaints filed in the 2016-2017 school year 
including information on due process, complaints, and mediations.  Discussion ensued regarding 
the following: 
 

• Summary of Due Process Activity 
• Summary of Complaint/Mediation Activity 
• Trends – State Complaints:  IEP Implementation. Due Process: Placement, Identification, 

Provision of Free Appropriate Public Education, and IEP Implementation.  Mediation:  
Individualized Education Plan Implementation and Provision of Free Appropriate Public 
Education. 

• Historical Data 
 

Nevada School Performance Framework (NSPF) 
 

Activity 
 

Staff from the Office of Accountability, Nevada Department of Education gave a presentation on 
the NSPF’s development process, components, and NDE’s plan to effectively communicate 
school ratings to parents, teachers, and school and district leaders.  Discussion ensued regarding 
the following: 
 

• Realigning Expectations for Student Success 
• Nevada Becoming the Fastest Improving State 
• Phased Implementation – Phase I – 2017 Data Transparency, Phase 2 – Education on 

NSPF 2.0, and Phase 3 – Release Informational Star Rating 
• Strategies to Improve Student Achievement – Focus on Lowest Performing Schools, 

Great School Leaders, and Data 
• Purpose of NSPF 
• What does a Star Rating System Do 
• NSPF History – Past to Present 
• Changes Required by the Federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
• Stakeholder Engagement Process 
• Measuring School Performance 
• Ensuring Every Student Counts 
• Components of NSPF – Elementary, Middle, and High School 
• Elementary and Middle School Performance Indicators – Academic Achievement, 

Growth, English Language Proficiency, Opportunity Gaps, and Student Engagement 
• High School Performance Indicators – Academic Achievement, Graduation Rates, 

English Language Proficiency, College and Career Readiness, and Student Engagement 
• Earning a Star Rating 
• Earning Measure and Indicator Points 
• Accountability Data Portal, NSPF School Report and Guidance Document 

http://www.nevadareportcard.com/di/ 
• Approved Nevada ESSA State Plan 

https://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/stateplan17/map/nv.html 
 
State Personnel Development Grant and the State Systemic Improvement Plan 

 

http://www.nevadareportcard.com/di/
https://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/stateplan17/map/nv.html
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Activity 
 

The Director gave an update on the current status of the State Personnel Development Grant and 
the State Systemic Improvement Plan.  Discussion ensued regarding the following: 
 

• State Personnel Development Grant supports Assess, Plan, Teach (APT) and 
Instructional Consultation Assessment and Teaming (ICAT) 

• Aligning SSIP with State Personnel Development Grant 
• Piloting APT project in Clark County School District (CCSD) in 31 schools 
• Better support for principals and initiatives 
• Teachers get maximum support through APT 
• Creating measurements to evaluate progress 
• Expand program to a rural district 
• Model manual being created 
• Parent engagement and support is very important 
• Celebrating success in schools is critical 
• APT Celebration of Dedication – honoring everyone that is doing this work together 
• Strengthening ICAT teams through leadership skills 
• Training new teams members and trainers 
• Schools implementing ICAT with fidelity 
• ICAT is a teacher driven process 
• Interventions are done in the classroom 
• ICAT has been going for 12 years, Elko and Lincoln will be added next school year 

 
Nevada Alternate Assessment (NAA) 

 
Activity 

 
The Committee received information about Nevada Alternate Assessment administration and 
concerns.  Discussion ensued regarding the following: 
 

• The NAA is the assessment given to student with significant disabilities who meet specific 
criteria 

• The NAA is aligned to the Nevada’s Alternate Achievement Standards and is given in lieu 
of the SBAC or EOCs 

• ESSA allows states to develop Alternate Achievement Standards that must be aligned to 
general education content standards 

• Alternate Achievement Standards in Nevada are called NVACS ‘Connectors’ 
• Who takes the Assessment:  Students with significant cognitive disabilities, students who 

meet the NAA criteria 
• Content Areas Assessed:  ELA, Mathematics, Science 
• Participation Guidelines 
• Student Responses 
• Accommodations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Education Initiatives 
 

Activity 
 

The Director of Special Education provided information on Senate Bill 213, regarding Constituent 
Concern Investigations (CCI) and current data on the inclusion of young students with disabilities.   
Discussion ensued regarding the following: 
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• Expense of current dispute resolution options 
• NDE resources expended currently 
• CCI is a lower level dispute resolution process 
• If investigation is warranted the CCI will be notified if the request will be moved forward or 

further investigation is not needed 
• Work with school district to create a corrective action plan, executed and remedy 
• Online filing portal will be piloted 
• Constituent and stakeholder input on Senate Bill 213 
• Timeline of CCI – 30 days to receive complaint, do investigation and issue a CAP 
• Tracking CCI – How many filed, how many investigated, how many CAP issued 
• No promise of anonymity for complainant 

 
The Committee received information on the available services in the Clark County School District.  
Discussion ensued regarding the following: 
 

• Looking at current programs and what needed to happen to improve services for students 
and schools 

• Guide to Student Services provided to all administrators in district as well as when 
requested by parents or others 

• This guide helps administrators make decisions on how they will support students 
• The student services division is expected to provide customer service that is exceptional, 

communication that is timely and professional 
• 40,777 students on IEPs 

 
The Committee received information about the involvement of students in supported decision-
making processes.  Discussion ensued regarding the following: 
 

• Students’ Educational Interests when turning 18 years old 
• Educational rights of transfer upon 18th birthday 
• Supportive Decision-Making Document 
• Application to Represent Student’s Educational Interests 
• Guardianship 
• Supportive Decision Making is an alternative to guardianship. This should be considered 

before guardianship 
• Application to Represent Student’s Educational Interests. Parents of a student with a 

significant cognitive disability may submit this application the students school district. 
 

The Committee received information on the identification of special education students.  
Discussion ensued regarding the following: 
 

• School Safety Focus 
• Risk Assessments 
• IDEA Eligible Students 
• Consent Junctures and Implications 
• Any Risk Assessment Decision is Subject to the IDEA Discipline Safeguards 
• Interim Alternative Educational Settings 
• Non-Identified Students 
• Child Find 
• Suspicion of a Disability 
• Emotional Disturbance in Nevada 

 
Action 
 
The Committee passed a motion that the chair and the Special Education Administrator North 
draft a letter to be shared with the Department of Education to then share with the Blue Ribbon 
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task force to explore the requirements of IDEA and Section 504 as they relate to school safety 
initiatives 

 
2. Comment publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by the State regarding the 

education of children with disabilities. 
 

Activity 
 
There were no activities in this area. 

 
3. Advise the State educational agency in developing evaluations and reporting on data to 

the Secretary under section 618. 
 

Activity 
 
The Director of Special Education provided information regarding the State Performance Plan 
and Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR) submitted in February 2017.  Discussion ensued 
regarding the following: 
 

• AB64 
• AB7 
• 3 goals - #1 goal ESSA – increase number of EC students with disabilities that participate 

in regular education activities, #2 increase rate of students that display literacy skills by 
3rd grade, #3 more students with disabilities need to graduate with a standard diploma 

 
 
4.  Advise the State educational agency in developing corrective action plans to address 

findings identified in Federal monitoring reports under Part B of the act. 
 
 Activity 
 

There were no activities in this area. 
 
5. Advise the State educational agency in developing and implementing policies relating to 

the coordination of services for children with disabilities. 
 
 Activity 
 

The Committee received an update on the progress and changes to the Path to Independence 
Program.  Discussion ensued regarding the following: 
 

• Nevada Path to Independence (P2i) 2013-2018 
• Students have educational coaches (UNR students) 
• Service learning (study hall) 
• Dual enrollment (Washoe & Lyon CSD) 
• Three Focus Areas:  Academic & Campus Activities, Independent Living Classes, and 

Employment 
• Person Centered Planning 
• Students use Cognitopia for tracking goals and tasks 
• Current status:  8 students 
• Requirements for admission into P2i 
• Positive feedback from UNR instructors 
• Costs of the program 
• Federal aid 
• 6 -10 New students in the Fall 2018 
• Next steps for interested students, registration is due in April 
• Lyon County School District and Path to Independence: Student spotlight 
• Collaboration with Vocational Rehabilitation and Regional Centers to cover some costs 
• Inclusion extending from high school into college setting 
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• Further discussions with regional centers about provided services 
• Hearing on new regulations for the regional centers 
• MOU with school district and UNR 

 
The Committee received information regarding the purpose of and services provided by Nevada 
PEP.  Discussion ensued regarding the following: 
 

• Parent Centers:  Helping Families of Children and Youth with Disabilities 
• Nevada PEP is a parent center funded from IDEA funds 
• Main role is to help parents to know their rights and self advocate for their student 
• Nevada PEP is also the statewide family network for families who have mental health 

issues 
• All staff at Nevada PEP are parents of children with disabilities or an individual with a 

disabilities 
• Recently certified in “Youth MOVE” Motivating Others through Voices of Experience 
• Peer to Peer support for families 
• National Institute for Mental Health 
• Serves families of children birth through 26 with disabilities 
• All Nevada PEP’s services are free to families and professionals 
• Types of trainings that Nevada PEP provides:  IEP clinics, Positive Behavioral 

Interventions 


	ACCOMPLISHMENTS

