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INDIRECT COSTS INCLUDED IN MCKINNEY-VENTO RFA 

The Nevada Department of Education (NDE) has been asked to allow for indirect costs in the RFA for the 
Homeless Children and Youth Program funded through the McKinney-Vento Act.  Indirect costs were 
eliminated in our RFA because we wanted to ensure that these funds were being used for student level 
services and supports; however, we realize it is an allowable expense to include indirect costs in supporting 
programs at the district level.   

The RFA has been revised to allow school districts to include indirect costs in the creation of their 
proposed budgets; however, we encourage school districts to plan programs using these funds for student 
level learning activities and supports. 
 
Grants are awarded on a competitive basis.  Awards will be made based on the proposed project’s quality, 
an assessment of the educational and related needs of students, and the ability of the applicant to meet these 
needs. Progress on project goals and objectives is also considered with regard to continuation funding.  In 
order to receive an award, applicants must be in compliance with McKinney-Vento law and applicable state 
laws related to homelessness.  The Nevada Department of Education will, however, only fund proposals of 
high quality that go beyond the basic requirements of the McKinney-Vento Act.  
 
In addition, proposals must show a well-developed, feasible plan for meeting the needs of homeless 
children and youths, including but not limited to professional development opportunities for staff, an 
evaluation plan of the program’s effectiveness, strong collaboration with at least two community-based 
organizations, public agency or other nonprofit organization, and focused effort on reducing the 
achievement gap for students experiencing homelessness. 

Districts choosing to include indirect costs in their RFA will need to use their current indirect cost rates as 
rates have not been released for the 2016-2017 school year.  
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