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The text dependent questions (TDQs) in this document are intended to demonstrate the 
depth and rigor of the Nevada Academic Content Standards. They are not to be interpreted 
as indicative of items on the Smarter Balanced assessments; this document is simply a 
collection of questions based on the standards. 
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Introduction 
The purpose of this document is to provide middle school ELA teachers with sample text dependent 
questions (TDQs) that are aligned to the Nevada Academic Content Standards (NVACs) for English 
Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies. Classroom instruction should focus on rich discussions 
and writing tasks about what students read. The TDQs in this document provide an excellent framework 
from which to craft probing questions to encourage students to think deeply and critically about what they 
read and write. Students who are engaged, critical thinkers, readers, and writers will be able to transfer 
those skills and be successful on high-stakes assessments no matter the question format. 

Using the TDQs 
In order for students to successfully engage with challenging and high quality text, teachers should engage 
in a cycle of planning that includes: 

Selecting grade- 
appropriate text 

(see text types on 
pages 3-5) 

Determining the text's 
complex ideas  

Selecting TDQs that will help 
students uncover the 

complex ideas and stimulate 
thinking and discussion (see 

TDQs on pages 8-37) 

Crafting culminating tasks 
related to the core 

understanding, key ideas, 
or theme of the text 

Supporting students' close 
reading and rereading of 

the text 

Using TDQs to spark 
classroom discussion and 
debate about the text and 

providing feedback to 
students 

Engaging students in 
culminating tasks and 

providing feedback 

Using evidence gathered 
from this process to 

inform next text selection 
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While answering TDQs and engaging in robust conversations with peers about reading is an essential 
component of the ELA classroom, the ultimate goal is to gradually release the responsibility of monitoring 
comprehension to students. Self-monitoring comprehension involves students becoming responsibile for 
taking what they learn from the study of one text and applying it to other texts. To help students take this 
role, each page of TDQs includes student prompts teachers can use to coach students as they reflect on 
portions of any text. The role of the teacher is to make these strategies visible to students through thinking 
aloud, modeling, and posting anchor charts for reference.  

Selecting Texts 
Middle school students should experience reading a large volume and variety of complex texts that elicit 
close reading in order to be college and career ready. Since most of the required reading in college and 
workforce training programs is informational, the NVACS require a higher volume of such reading. Meeting 
this expectation is the joint responsibility of both middle school ELA teachers and content area teachers, 
including history/social studies, science, and technical subjects. To measure students’ growth toward 
college and career readiness, instruction should align with the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) distribution of approximately 55% informational text and 45% literary text. 
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This requires a much greater attention to informational text in ELA classrooms than has been traditional 
and should include (but not limited to): 
 

Informational Texts for the ELA Classroom 
articles  
autobiographies 
biographies 
charts 
diagrams 

dictionaries 
digital sources 
directions 
encyclopedias  
fine arts books 

forms 
graphs 
history books 
maps  
political cartoons 

science books 
social studies books 
timelines

 

Exemplar Informational Text for the ELA Classroom∗ 
• Freedman, Russell. Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott 

• Greenberg, Jan, and Sandra Jordan. Vincent Van Gogh: Portrait of an Artist 
• Isaacson, Phillip. A Short Walk through the Pyramids and through the World of Art 
• Lord, Walter. A Night to Remember 
• Monk, Linda R. Words We Live By: Your Annotated Guide to the Constitution 
• Murphy, Jim. The Great Fire 
• Partridge, Elizabeth. This Land Was Made for You and Me: The Life and Songs of Woody Guthrie 
• United States. Preamble and First Amendment to the United States Constitution 

 

This division still reflects the unique, time-honored place of ELA teachers in developing students’ abilities 
to read complex literary texts, including (but not limited to): 

 

  

                                                      
∗ No single list, bibliography, or collection can meet the needs of all students, teachers, schools, and districts. To that end, the 
preceding texts exemplify works for grades 6-8 and include works of compelling intellectual, social or moral content and reflect 
excellent use of language. This list includes selections that benefit from and may require teacher support and scaffolding in the 
classroom. 
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Literary Texts for the ELA Classroom 

adventure stories 
allegories 
ballads 
epics 
free verse poems  
graphic novels 

historical fiction 
lyrical poems  
multi-act plays 
mysteries 
myths 
narrative poem 

novels 
odes 
one-act plays 
parodies 
realistic fiction 
satires 

science fiction 
scripts 
sonnets 

Exemplar Literary Text for the ELA Classroom∗ 
• Alcott, Louisa May. Little Women
• Carroll, Lewis. “Jabberwocky.”
• Cisneros, Sandra. “Eleven.”
• Cooper, Susan. The Dark Is Rising
• Dickinson, Emily. “The Railway Train.”
• Fletcher, Louise. Sorry, Wrong Number
• Frost, Robert. “The Road Not Taken.”
• Giovanni, Nikki. “A Poem for My Librarian, Mrs. Long.”
• Goodrich, Frances and Albert Hackett. The Diary of Anne Frank: A Play
• Hamilton, Virginia. “The People Could Fly.”
• Hughes, Langston. “I, Too, Sing America.”
• L’Engle, Madeleine. A Wrinkle in Time
• Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth. “Paul Revere’s Ride.”
• Navajo tradition. “Twelfth Song of Thunder.”
• Neruda, Pablo. “The Book of Questions.”
• Paterson, Katherine. The Tale of the Mandarin Ducks
• Sandburg, Carl. “Chicago.”
• Soto, Gary. “Oranges.”
• Sutcliff, Rosemary. Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of the Iliad
• Taylor, Mildred D. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
• Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
• Whitman, Walt. “O Captain! My Captain!”
• Yeats, William Butler. “The Song of Wandering Aengus.”
• Yep, Laurence. Dragonwings

∗ No single list, bibliography, or collection can meet the needs of all students, teachers, schools, and districts. To that end, the 
preceding texts exemplify works for grades 6-8 and include works of compelling intellectual, social or moral content and reflect 
excellent use of language. This list includes selections that benefit from and may require teacher support and scaffolding in the 
classroom. 
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Essential Vocabulary 
One of the major shifts found in the NVACS is an emphasis on vocabulary development. The Essential 
Vocabulary for each standard highlights the words and phrases needed by students to successfully 
understand and interact with classroom instruction. The Academic Language includes words and phrases 
commonly used in lessons, books, assignments, and assessments. In addition to their importance in the 
ELA classroom, these words and phrases are central to building knowledge and understanding in domains 
such as social studies, science, and math. When available, Spanish Cognates are also provided. Teachers 
should explain that these words in Spanish and English share the same roots, appear and sound very 
similar, and have similar meanings. Bridging these meanings will help students learn English and quickly 
expand their vocabularies. 

Connecting Reading to Writing 
Another shift in the standards includes the distribution of writing purposes across grades (30% to 
persuade, 35% to inform, and 35% to convey experiences) and using texts to write “careful analyses, well-
defined claims, and clear information” (National Governors Association Center for Best Practices & Council 
of Chief State School Officers, 2010, p. 23). The TDQs provided for the writing standards call for students to 
answer questions that depend on their having read texts with care and support. Teachers are also 
encouraged to include types of writing, such as poetry. 
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Navigating the TDQ Pages 

The Nevada Academic Content Standard (NVACS) 

ELA Strand 

Key words and phrases students 
should understand with Spanish 
cognates to assist Spanish speakers 

What students should 
know and be able to 
do (the actual 
standard) 

Below-level TDQs (in italics) 
intended to scaffold student 
thinking toward grade level 
TDQs and can be adapted to a 
range of texts and student 
needs  

Bold type indicates what’s different for this 
grade level and how the standard changes from 
the previous grade 
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Student-friendly 
translation of 
standard 

On-level, key questions 
intended to help students 
regulate their 
understanding of text  

Below-level, key questions (in italics) 
intended as prerequisite questions that 
can be used before answering on-level, 
key questions 

On-level, text-dependent 
questions (TDQs) associated 
with each aspect of the 
standard and can be adapted to 
a range of texts and student 

d

The Nevada Academic Content Standard 

ELA Strand 
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RL.6.1 
Key Ideas and 

Details 

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

TDQs to determine what the text says explicitly:  

A. What happens in the story/play/poem? 
B. Who is involved in the story/play/poem? What 

do they say/do/think/feel? 
C. What is the setting (time, place, atmosphere)? 
D. What does the author say about _____ 

(character, setting, conflict, motivation)? 

TDQs to draw inferences from a text:  

 E. What can the reader reasonably infer when the 
author states _____? 

 F. What does the evidence in paragraph _____ 
reveal? 

 G. After reading _____ (chapter, section, 
paragraph, sentence), what can you infer about _____? 

 H. What conclusion(s) can you draw from your analysis of the text? 
 I. What does the author imply about _____ (character, setting, conflict, motivation)? 

Essential Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
analysis  analizar 

atmosphere  atmósfera 
cite citar 

conflict  conflicto 
detail  detalle 

determine determiner  
draw - 

evidence evidencia 
explicit explícito 
imply  implicar 
infer inferir 

involve  envolver 
key details - 
motivation  motivación 

point of view - 
reasonable  razonable 

reveal  revelar 
textual evidence evidencia textual 
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P.

RL.6.1 (cont.)

Key Ideas and 
Details 

 TDQs to cite textual evidence: 

J. What textual evidence supports your analysis of the text? Cite 
examples to support your analysis. 

K. Determine which pieces of textual evidence support your analysis. 
L. What textual evidence leads you to infer _____? 
M. Identify/underline/highlight textual evidence that supports your conclusion. 
N. Cite the textual evidence that supports your conclusion. 
O. Explain the textual evidence that supports your inference. 

 Cite the textual evidence that supports your analysis of the meaning of the text. 

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to find out what the text says clearly and leads you to believe, based on evidence from the text. 

• What happens or is said in the text?
• What key details are most important?

o What is the setting (time, place, atmosphere)?
o Who is involved and what do they say/think/feel/do?

• What does the text say explicitly, and what is the evidence?
• What does the text lead you to infer, and what evidence supports this inference?
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RL.6.2 
Key Ideas and 

Details 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through 
particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions 
or judgments. 

TDQs to determine a theme or central idea:  

A. What is a theme/central idea of the 
story/play/poem? 

B. Determine which sentence in paragraph _____ 
expresses a theme/central idea of the passage. 

C. Identify a sentence that most clearly conveys a 
theme/central idea of the text. 

TDQs to explain the development of a theme or 
central idea: 

D. Explain how the author conveys the 
theme/central idea through the use of 
particular details. 

E. Cite details from the text to support your 
determination of a theme/central idea. 

F. How does the author use particular details to develop a theme/central idea? Use examples 
from the text to support your explanation. 

 G. Explain how the following details develop a central idea: 1_____; 2_____; 3_____. 

Essential Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
central idea idea central 

convey - 
defend - 
detail detalle 

determine determinar 
distinct distinto 

evidence evidencia 
express expresso 
focus foco 

judgement - 
key detail - 
objective objectivo 
opinion opinión 

particular particular 
personal personal 

plot - 
stanza estancia 

summary sumario 
theme tema 
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K.  

RL.6.2 (cont.)

Key Ideas and 
Details 

 TDQs to objectively summarize:  

H. Summarize the story/novel/drama/poem without personal opinions or 
judgements. 

I. Make a list of at least _____ details from the text. Label each detail as: 
• Most important to include in a summary
• Somewhat important to include in a summary
• Least important to include in a summary

 What particular details would you include in an objective summary? Defend why you would J.
include each detail. 

 Objectively summarize the text/chapter/scene/stanza, including key details or events.

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to identify a theme or central idea, focusing on how it is expressed through the use of exact 
details. 

• What is a theme or central idea of the text?

• What is the theme or central idea and how is it conveyed through particular details?

Read to summarize the text without personal comments. 

• What details are so important that they must be included in an objective summary?
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RL.6.3 
Key Ideas and 

Details 

Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes 
as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a 
resolution. 

TDQs to identify episodes and characters:  

 What happens after _____?A.  
 B. When does the conflict begin? 
 C. When is the conflict resolved? 
 D. Who are the main characters in the story? 
 E. What happens to the characters throughout the 

story/drama? 

 TDQs to describe how the plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes: 

 Describe the plot.F.  
 How does the plot unfold? G.  
 What are the key moments in the story/drama?H.  

 Explain how each episode leads into the next.I.  
 How are the episodes in the text organized? J.  
 How do each of the episodes contribute to the development of the plot?K.  
 At what point in the text did the main character(s) begin to change? Explain how the episodes L.

in the story/drama contribute to the change. 

Essential Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
character carácter 
conflict conflicto 

contribute contribuir 
describe describir 

detail  detalle 
development - 

drama drama 
episode episodio 
evolve - 

organize organizar 
particular particular 

plot - 
reaction reacción 

resolution resolución 
resolve resolver 
respond responder 

series serie 
unfold - 
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Q.   

RL.6.3 (cont.) 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

 

 TDQs to describe how characters respond or change as the plot 
moves to resolution:  

Describe how the character _____ evolves with the plot. What details M.
from the story/drama support your answer? 

 Describe what causes the character(s) to change.N.  
 How do the characters respond to the problem/conflict? How does this contribute to the O.

resolution? 
 Explain how the character is different after resolving the conflict.P.  
 How does the character respond or change as the plot develops over time? 

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to explain how the plot moves forward, noting how characters change and respond to events as 
the story or drama ends. 

 • What are the key episodes in the story/drama? 
• What are the main characters’ actions and reactions to events in the story/drama? 

 • How does each episode lead into the next?  
• How do the characters evolve as the plot progresses?  
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RL.6.4 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word 
choice on meaning and tone. 

 

TDQs to identify figurative language and  
connotative words in text:  

A. What examples of hyperbole/personification 
does the author use? 

B. What metaphor/simile does the author use to 
compare _____ to _____? 

C. Which word(s) are associated with strong 
emotions? 

D. Which word suggests a meaning beyond the 
literal definition? 

 

TDQs to determine the meaning of figurative  
and connotative words and phrases in text: 

E. What is the meaning of _____ (word, phrase, 
figurative language) as it is used in 
verse/stanza/paragraph/scene _____? 

F. Which words help the reader understand the 
meaning of _____ (word, phrase, figurative 
language) as it is used in paragraph/verse/ 
stanza/scene _____? 

G. Where is figurative language used and to what 
effect? 

H. According to the passage, why is _____ like _____? 
I. What is the connotation of _____ as it is used in the text?  
J. What emotions are associated with the word _____? 

 Why does the author use connotation to _____?K.   

Essential Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
analyze analizar 

associate asociar 
attitude actitud 

cite citar 
compare comparar 

connotative - 
determine determinar 
emotion emoción 
figurative - 
hyperbole - 

image  
impact impacto 
literal literal 

metaphor - 
personification - 

phrase frase 
reveal revelar 
simile - 

specific específico 
tone tono 

word choice - 
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RL.6.4 (cont.) 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

 TDQs to analyze the impact of word choice on meaning and tone in 
text:  

L. Analyze how the author’s word choice impacts meaning. Cite examples 
to support your analysis.  

M. Explain how the figurative language impacts the overall meaning of the text. Provide examples. 
N. Explain how the use of the word/phrase _____ rather than _____ impacts the image the author 

is creating. 
O. Describe how the use of hyperbole/simile/metaphor/personification impacts the meaning of 

the text. Use examples from the text to support your analysis. 
P. Analyze the tone of the text. What word choices from the story support your analysis? 
Q. Analyze how the author’s word choice impacts tone. Cite examples to support your analysis. 
R. Describe how the use of hyperbole/simile/metaphor/personification impacts the tone of the 

text. Use examples from the text to support your description.  
S. Explain how the use of the word/phrase _____ rather than _____ changes the tone of the text.  
T. What does the author’s word choice reveal about his/her attitude towards the topic? Use 

examples from the text to support your answer. 
  

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to figure out the meanings of words and phrases in text. 

 • Which words and phrases are important? 

 • What does a specific word or phrase mean based on how it is used in the text?  
• What is the connotative and/or figurative meaning of a word/phrase? 

 
Read to explain how the author’s word choice contributes to the meaning and tone. 

 • How does the author use words and phrases to impact the meaning and tone of the text? 
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RL.6.5 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or 
plot. 

 

TDQs to identify the structure, theme, setting,  
and plot in texts:  

A. How many chapters/scenes/stanzas are in the 
text? 

B. What is the structure of this 
story/drama/poem? 

C. How is this text organized? 
D. What is the theme/setting/plot of the text?   

Essential Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
analyze analizar 
conflict conflicto 

contribute contribuir 
establish establecer 
organize organizar 

plot - 
resolution resolución 

section  sección 
stanza estancia 

structure estructura 
theme tema 
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Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

 

RL.6.5 (cont.) 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

 TDQs to analyze how sections of a text fit into the overall structure 
of the text and contribute to the development of the theme, setting, 
or plot:  

HE. ow does stanza _____ contribute to the development of the 
theme/setting/plot? 

 F. Explain how the opening scene fits into the overall structure of the play by establishing the 
setting.  

 G. How does chapter _____ contribute to the rising action of the novel?  
 Which scene(s) in the play help develop the theme/setting/plot?H.   

 I. How does paragraph _____ contribute to the development of the theme/setting/plot? 
 J. How does the author use scene _____ to begin to develop the theme of the play?  
 K. How does the description in the first stanza establish the setting of the poem? 
 L. Identify the theme in the poem and analyze how lines _____ contribute to the development of 

that theme. 
 M. Analyze how paragraph _____ helps develop a theme or central idea of the story. 
 N. Describe what happens in Act I and how it introduces the plot. 
 O. Explain how the last section of the story develops the resolution of the conflict.  
 P. Analyze how the details in paragraph _____ help develop the theme that _____. 

  

Read to find out how differing text structures impact meaning and style. 

 • How does the author structure the text? 
• How does the author use sentences, chapters, scenes, and stanzas to develop the theme, 

setting, or plot? 
 

 • How does the use of soliloquy or sonnet impact the meaning and tone of the text?  

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to explain how sections of a text fit into the overall structure of the text and add to the 
development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

 • How does the author structure the text? 
• What is the theme, setting, or plot of the text? 

 • How do sentences, chapters, scenes, and stanzas fit into the overall structure of the text? 
• How does the author use sentences, chapters, scenes, and stanzas to develop the theme, 

setting, or plot? 
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RL.6.6 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in 
a text. 

 

TDQs to identify the point of view of the narrator  
or speaker:  

A. Who is the narrator or speaker and what is 
his/her point of view?  

B. From whose point of view is the text written? 
C. What is the narrator’s point of view in the text?  
D. Whose point of view is presented in the text? 
E. Does the narrator’s or speaker’s point of view 

 change over the course of the text?  

Essential Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
develop - 
dialogue diálogo 
evidence evidencia 

evolve  - 
introduce introducir 
narrator - 

point of view - 
technique técnica 
speaker - 
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RL.6.6 (cont.) 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

 TDQs to explain how an author develops the point of view of the 
narrator or speaker:  

How does the author introduce the narrator’s/speaker’s point of view F.
about _____? Explain how the point of view is developed over the 
course of the text. 

 How does _____’s (narrator, speaker) point of view develop over the course of the text? Cite G.
evidence. 

 How does the author develop the narrator’s point of view? Use examples from the text to H.
support your explanation. 

 I. How does the author’s word choice help develop the narrator’s or speaker’s point of view? Cite 
examples from the text to support your explanation. 

 J. What techniques or details does the author use to develop the narrator’s point of view? Use 
details from the text to support your answer. 

 K. How does the author’s use of dialogue help develop the speaker’s point of view? Support your 
explanation with examples from the text. 

 L. How does the narrator’s point of view change/evolve over the course of the text? Provide 
examples from the text that support your explanation.  

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker. 

 • What is the point of view of the narrator or speaker?  

 • How does the author develop the point of view of the narrator or speaker? 
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RL.6.7 
Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas 

 

Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to 
listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including 
contrasting what they "see" and "hear" when reading the text to what they 
perceive when they listen or watch. 

 

TDQs to identify connections between reading a  
text and listing or viewing an audio, video, or 
live performance of the text:  

A. How is reading the text similar to 
listening/viewing the audio recording/video? 

B. How does viewing the video clear up confusions 
when you read the text? 

C. What details are included in both the text and 
the movie? 

D. What surprised you when listening to the 
recorded version of the poem?  

E. Which did you prefer, watching the live 
performance or reading the text? Why?   

Essential Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
audio - 
cite citar 

compare comparar 
confusion confusión 

connection conexión 
contrast contraste 

detail detalle 
drama drama 
include incluir 

perceive percibir 
performance - 

prefer preferir 
script - 

similar similar 
specific específico 
version versión 
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RL.6.7 (cont.) 
Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas  

 

 TDQs to compare and contrast reading a text to listening or viewing 
an audio, video, or live performance of the text:  

Explain the differences between what you “see” and “hear” when F.
reading _____ to your perceptions of what you “see” and “hear” when 
watching the video/scene/act/clip. Cite examples from both in your contrast. 

 How is listening to the recording of _____ alike and different from reading the poem? Did you G.
“see” and “hear” the same things in both versions? Cite specific examples from both versions in 
your answer.  

 Compare and contrast your perceptions of _____ after watching the filmed version of _____ H.
and reading the book.  

 How is watching the performance of the play _____ different from reading the script? Use I.
specific examples in your explanation.   

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to compare and contrast reading a text to listening or viewing an audio, video, or live 
performance of the text. 

 • What is similar and different between the written text and an audio, video, or live 
performance? 

 • How are what is “seen” and “heard” when reading a text different when listing or viewing an 
audio, video, or live performance?  
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RL.6.9 
Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas  

 

Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar 
themes and topics. 

 

TDQs to identify common topics and themes in  
texts in different forms or genres:  

A. What is the common topic in the play _____ 
and the mystery _____? 

B. What is the common theme in the historical 
fiction _____ and the myth _____? 

C. What common problems/conflicts are 
addressed in these two texts (ballad and 
satire)? 

D. What do the characters’ actions suggest about 
the common theme in these texts (science 
fiction and epic)?   

Essential Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
ballad - 

conflict conflicto 
contrast contrastar 

epic - 
fantasy fantasía 
fiction ficción 
genre - 

historical histórico 
memoir - 

satire  sátira 
similar similar 
theme tema 
topic - 
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RL.6.9 (cont.) 
Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas 

 

 TDQs to compare topics and themes of texts in different forms or 
genres:  

Compare and contrast the ways in which the memoir and the poem E.
present ideas about _____. 

 Discuss how the two texts present the risks and rewards of _____.F.  
 Explain what ideas about _____ the authors have in common.G.  
 Summarize the similarities and differences in how the authors express their ideas about _____.H.  

 Explain at least one key difference and one key similarity between the ways the authors I.
approach the topic.  

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to compare topics and themes in texts in different forms or genres. 

 • What are the similar topics or themes in stories in different genres.  

 • How are the texts alike and different in their approaches to similar topics?  
• How are the texts alike and different in their approaches to similar themes?  
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RI.6.1 
Key Ideas and 

Details 

 

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

TDQs to determine what the text says explicitly:   

 What is the subject of the text and what does A.
the author have to say about it? 

 Who is involved in the article/essay/argument? B.
What do they say/think/feel about the subject? 

 What is the setting (time, place, atmosphere)?C.  
 What does the author say about _____ (subject, D.

argument, scientific idea, historical event)? 

 
TDQs to draw inferences from a text:  

 What can the reader reasonably infer when the E.
author states_____? 

 What does the evidence in paragraph _____ F.
reveal? 

 _____ G. After reading (chapter, section, 
_____paragraph, sentence), what can you infer about ? 

 H. What conclusion(s) can you draw from your analysis of the text? 
 I. What does the author imply about _____ (subject, argument, event, idea)?  

Essential Academic Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
analysis análisis 

argument argumento 
atmosphere atmósfera 

cite citar 
detail  detalle 
draw - 
essay  ensayo 

evidence  evidencia 
explicit explícito 

historical histórico 
imply  implicar 
infer inferir 

key details  - 
point of view  - 

reveal  revelar 
scientific  científico 
subject  sujeto 

textual evidence evidencia textual 
topic  - 
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P.  
  

RI.6.1 (cont.) 
Key Ideas and 

Details 

 

 TDQs to cite textual evidence:  

What textual evidence supports your analysis of the text? Cite J.
examples to support your analysis. 

 Determine what textual evidence supports your analysis.K.  
 What textual evidence leads you to infer _____?L.  
 Identify/underline/highlight the textual evidence that supports your conclusion.M.  
 Cite the textual evidence that supports your inference.N.  
 Explain the textual evidence that supports your conclusion.O.  
 Cite the textual evidence that supports your analysis of the meaning of the text.

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to find out what the text says clearly and leads you to believe, based on evidence from the text. 

 • What is the topic of the text? 
• What key details are important? 

o What is the setting or context (time, place, atmosphere)? 
o Who is involved and what do they say/think/feel/do? 

  • What does the text say explicitly, and what is the evidence? 
• What does the text lead you to infer, and what is evidence supports this inference? 
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RI.6.2 
Key Ideas and 

Details 

 

Determine a central idea in a text and how it is conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or 
judgments. 

TDQs to determine a central idea:   

 What is a central idea of the A.
article/speech/scientific text? 

 Determine which sentence in paragraph _____ B.
expresses a central idea of the passage? 

 C. Identify a sentence that most clearly conveys a 
central idea. 

 
TDQs to explain how a central idea is conveyed  
through particular details: 

D. How does the author use particular details to 
convey a central idea? Use evidence from the 

 text to support your explanation.
E.  What details convey a central idea of the text?
F.  How do the details help convey a central idea?
G. Explain how the author uses particular details 

 to express a central idea. 
H. Explain how the following details convey a central idea: 1_____; 2_____; 3_____.   

Essential Academic Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
central idea idea central 

convey - 
detail detalle 

determine determinar 
develop - 
distinct distinto 
emerge - 
essay ensayo 

evidence evidencia 
express expresar 

historical histórico 
judgement - 

key idea - 
objective objetivo 
opinion opinión 

particular particular 
provide - 

scientific científica 
specific específico 

summary sumario 
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RI.6.2 (cont.) 
Key Ideas and 

Details 

 

 TDQs to objectively summarize:  

Summarize the article/essay/speech/historical text without including I.
personal opinions or judgements. 

L. Make a list of at least _____ specific details from the text to include in 
a summary. Label each detail as: 

• Most important to include in a summary 
• Somewhat important to include in a summary 
• Least important to include in a summary 

 What specific details would you include in an objective summary? Explain why you would J.
include each detail.  

 Objectively summarize the text/chapter/section, including key details and vocabulary from the K.
text.  

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to identify a central idea, focusing on how key details support it a central idea. 

 • What does the author say or suggest about this subject? 

  • What is the central idea and how is it conveyed through particular details? 
 
Read to summarize the text without personal comments. 

  • What details are so important that they must be included in an objective summary?  
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RI.6.3 
Key Ideas and 

Details 

 

Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, 
and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

TDQs to identify key individuals, events, or  
ideas:  

A. What idea/process/procedure is described in 
the text? 

B. Who are the key individuals in the text? 
C. What are the key events/ideas in the text? 
D. What are the steps in the process/procedure?   

Essential Academic Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
analyze analizar 

anecdote anécdota 
describe describir 

detail detalle 
develop - 

elaborate - 
event evento 
idea idea 

illustrate ilustrar 
individual individual 
introduce introducir 
procedure procedimiento 

process proceso 
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RI.6.3 (cont.) 
Key Ideas and 

Details 

 

 TDQs to analyze how key individuals, events, or ideas are 
introduced, illustrated, and elaborated: 

Analyze howE.  the author introduces _____ (individual, idea, event). 
 F. Describe how the author illustrates _____ (idea, event).  
 G. Explain how the author elaborates _____ (individual, idea, event). 
 H. How is _____ introduced/elaborated in the text? 

 I. Explain why it was important for the author to introduce _____ in paragraph/chapter. 
 J. What examples does the author use to illustrate _____? 
 K. How does _____ (example, anecdote) help the reader understand _____? 
 anecdote L. Where does the author provide an example or to support the development of _____? 
 M. How does the author build our understanding of _____ in the text?  
 N. What else could the author have done to help the read better understand _____? 
 O. How does the author help the reader understand what kind of person _____ was?  
 P. Analyze how the author helps the reader understand _____.   

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to analyze how key individuals, events, and ideas are first presented, explained, or given more 
detail. 

 • What are the key events/ideas in the text? 
• Who are the key individuals in the text? 

  • How are key individuals introduced, illustrated, and elaborated? 
• How are key events introduced, illustrated, and elaborated? 
• How are key ideas introduced, illustrated, and elaborated?  
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RI.6.4 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

TDQs to identify figurative language and  
connotative and technical words in text: 

A. What examples of hyperbole does the author 
use? 

B. What metaphor does the author use to 
compare _____ to _____? 

C. Identify the simile in paragraph _____. 
D. Where does the author use personification?  

 What words are important to understand _____ E.
(topic)? 

 What technical words are bolded or italicized?F.  
 Does the author include definitions on the page G.

or in a glossary?  

Essential Academic Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
associate asociar 

connotative - 
context contexto 
denote denotar 

determine determinar 
emotion emoción 
figurative - 
hyperbole - 

italic - 
metaphor - 

personification - 
phrase frase 
simile - 

technical técnico 
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RI.6.4 (cont.) 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

 TDQs to determine the figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings of words in text: 

What is the meaning of the word/phrase _____ as it is used in H.
paragraph _____? 

 Which words in paragraph _____ help the reader understand the meaning of the word _____?I.  
 Which dictionary/glossary definition of the word _____ is used in the text?J.  
 Without changing the meaning of the sentence, which other word/phrase could be used to K.

replace _____? 
 What is meant by the phrase _____ (figurative language)?L.  
 What is the connotation of the word _____ as it is used in the text? How does the use of that M.
word help the reader better understand the text?  

 How does denotation compare to the connotation of the word _____ as it is used in the text? N.  
 Describe the feeling/emotion associated with the usage of the word/phrase/simile/metaphor O.

_____. 
 How is the technical meaning of the word _____ different from the ways you’ve seen/heard the P.

word used before?  
  

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to figure out the meanings of words and phrases, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings in text. 

 • Which words and phrases are important?  

 • What does a word or phrase mean based on how it is used in the text? 
• What is the connotative, figurative, or technical meaning of a word or phrase?  
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RI.6.5 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the 
overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

 TDQs to identify the overall structure and key 
ideas of a text:   

A. How many paragraphs/sections/chapters are in 
the text? 

B. What is the structure of this historical/scientific 
article? 

C. How is this section of the text organized? 
D. What is a key idea in the article? 
E. What is a key idea of this 

paragraph/section/chapter?   

Essential Academic Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
analyze analizar 

contribute contribuir 
development - 
development particular 

historical histórico 
idea idea 

particular particular 
scientific científico 
structure estructura 
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RI.6.5 (cont.) 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

 TDQs to analyze how sections of text fit into the overall structure of 
the text and develop the author’s key ideas:  

HF. ow does the section entitled _____ fit into the overall structure of 
the article? 

 G. How does sentence/paragraph/chapter _____ fit into the overall structure of the text?  
 How does the cause/effect structure of this section contribute to the development of the H.

author’s central idea? Use examples from the text in your analysis. 
 How does the description in paragraph _____ contribute to the development of the key idea? I.

Use examples from the text to support your answer. 
 How does the use of chronological order in the first section help the reader understand the J.

author’s ideas? Use examples from the text in you analysis.  
 Analyze how the details in this section help develop the idea that _____.K.  
 L. Explain how the author’s discovery in this paragraph helps develop the idea that _____.  
 M. Describe how the details in paragraph ______ help the author develop his central idea about 
_____ (technology, the Great Depression). 

 Explain how the section entitled _____ fits into the overall structure of the text and contributes N.
to the development of the key idea.  
  

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to explain how sections of text fit into the overall structure of the text and develop key ideas. 

 • How does the author structure the text? 
• What key idea is expressed in this section of text? 

  • How does this section of text fit into the overall structure of the text? 
• How does this section of text develop the author’s key ideas? 
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RI.6.6 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text. 

TDQs to identify an author’s point of view or  
purpose:  

A. What is the author’s point of view? 
B. What is the author’s purpose? 
C. What is the author’s viewpoint on _____ 

(issue)?  
D. What is the author’s purpose in the text? What 

is he/she trying to accomplish?  
  

Essential Academic Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
accomplish - 

communicate comunicar 
convey - 
detail detalle 

determine determinar 
issue - 

phrase frase 
point of view - 

purpose propósito 
situation situación 

topic - 
viewpoint - 
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RI.6.6 (cont.) 
Craft and 
Structure  

 

 TDQs to explain how an author develops his/her point of view:  

How does the author develop his/her viewpoint? Cite details or F.
examples from the text in your answer. 

 G. How does the author’s word choice help develop the point of view or 
purpose? Use examples from the text to support your answer.  

  What is the author’s point of view and how is it conveyed by details the text? H.  
 Explain the author’s point of view on _____ (topic). Cite words and phrases used by the author I.

that communicate his/her point of view. 
 J. What is the author’s purpose for writing _____? What situations or events does the author 

include to support his/her purpose? 
 K. Explain how key words and other details help the author convey his/her point of view. 
 L. Determine the author’s point of view or position in the essay entitled _____. What influences 

does he/she discuss as evidence to support the position? 
  

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to explain how an author develops his/her point of view or purpose. 

 • What is the author’s point of view or purpose? 

  • How does the author develop his/her point of view or purpose? 
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RI.6.7 
Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas  

 

Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a 
topic or issue. 

TDQs to use information in a text and visual  
elements to understand a topic or issue:  

A. How does the diagram/chart/graph/timeline 
help the reader understand _____? 

B. Based on information in the article/essay, how 
would you describe _____ (topic, issue)? 

C. How did your understanding of _____ improve 
after hearing and reading _____? 

D. How did the information from both the text and 
diagram/chart/graph/timeline make the issue 
clearer?   

Essential Academic Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
chart carta 

coherent coherente 
describe describir 
diagram diagrama 
element elemento 

essay ensayo 
format formato 
graph - 

integrate integrar 
issue - 

media - 
quantitative cuantitativo 

source - 
summary sumario 
timeline - 

topic - 
various vario 
visual visual 
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H.   

RI.6.7 (cont.) 
Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas  

 

 TDQs to integrate information presented in different media or 
formats:  

Using information in both the text and the diagram, explain how E.
_____. 

 Based on both the article and the graph, describe the impact of _____.F.  
 What did you learn about _____ based on both the text and the timeline?G.  
 Summarize the key information from both the blog and the video.

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to combine information presented in different media or formats. 

 • What information from this text or visual element helps you understand the topic or issue? 

  • What key information can you draw from both the text and various media or visual 
elements? 
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RI.6.8 
Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas  

 

Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing 
claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

TDQs to identify the argument and claims  
presented in a text:  

A. What is the author’s position on the issue? 
B. What does the author want the reader to do or 

think? 
C. What is the argument presented in the text? 
D. What position or claim does the author 

express?   

Essential Academic Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
argument argumento 

claim - 
distinguish distinguir 
effective efectivo 
evaluate evaluar 
evidence evidencia 

issue - 
progression - 

reason  razón 
trace traza 
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E. 

L.   

RI.6.8 (cont.) 
Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas  

 

 TDQs to evaluate and describe the development of the argument 
and claims:  

Evaluate the argument or claim and explain how the author supports 
the claim with reasons and evidence.  

F. Is the author’s argument effective? Explain how the claims are, or are not, supported by 
reasons or evidence. 

 How does the author develop the argument and which evidence is most convincing? Explain. G.  
 Evaluate the author’s claim and explain what evidence supports this claim. H.  

 Explain the progression of reasons and factual details the author includes to support the claim. I.
Is it effective?  

 J. How well does the author support the claim? Use details from the text to support your answer.  
 Which of the author’s claims are not supported by reasons and/or evidence? How does this K.

impact the overall argument?  
 Is the argument effective? What evidence does the author provide for each claim? 

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to describe the development and evaluate the argument and claims. 

 • What is the author’s position on the issue? 

  • How does the author support the claim with reasons and evidence? 
• How effective is a claim that lacks reasons and evidence? 
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RI.6.9 
Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas  

 

Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another 
(e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

TDQs to identify similarities between events  
presented by different authors:  

A. What is the similar event described in the article 
and the blog? 

B. What is the common event in the political 
cartoon and autobiography?  

C. What common problems are addressed in the 
scientific text and the website? 

D. What do the authors of _____ and _____ have 
to say about _____’s actions?   

Essential Academic Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
autobiography - 

biography biografía 
blog  - 

contrast contrastar 
memoir - 

perspective perspectiva 
political político 
portray - 

scientific científico 
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RI.6.9 (cont.) 
Integration of 

Knowledge and 
Ideas  

 

 TDQs to compare and contrast events presented by different 
authors:  

Compare and contrast the ways the authors present the events.E.  
 Discuss how the two texts present the same event(s) from different F.

perspectives. 
 Explain how the events portrayed in both texts are similar and different. G.  
 Summarize the similarities and differences in the ways both authors present the events.H.  

 Explain at least one key difference and one key similarity between the ways both texts describe I.
the event.  

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Read to compare events presented by different authors. 

 • What is the event described in both texts? 

  • What are the similarities and differences in the ways events are presented in both texts? 
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W.6.1 
Text Types and 

Purposes 

 

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

 

 TDQs to write arguments to support claims 
with clear reasons and relevant information:  

A. After reading _____, write an essay in which 
you argue _____. Support your claim with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence from the text. 

B. After reading _____, write an essay that 
addresses the question _____. Argue and 
support your conclusion(s) with clear reasons 
and relevant evidence from the text. 

C. Write an essay in which you compare _____ 
and _____ and argue _____. Support your 
argument with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence from the text. 

D. Write an essay in which you evaluate _____ 
and conclude _____. Use textual evidence to 
support your analysis. 

E. After reading _____ and _____, write an essay 
in which you identify a problem and propose a 
solution. Develop your position using clear 
reasons and relevant evidence from both texts. 

 Write an essay in which you argue the cause(s) and explain the effect(s) of _____. Cite evidence F.
from the texts to support your argument.  

 After reading _____ and _____, write a letter to _____ (your principal, parents, mayor) G.
explaining the problem of _____ and argue how to solve the problem. Support your claim(s) 
with clear reasons and relevant information from the texts. 

 H. Write a speech convincing _____ (your class, grade, school) to _____. In your speech, clearly 
state your claim and support it with clear reasons and relevant information from both the text 
and the video.  

 As a contribution to the website your history class is creating, you decide to write an I.
argumentative essay that addresses the issue of _____. Your essay will be available on the 
website for students, teachers, parents, and community members to read. Support your claim 
with reasons and relevant evidence from your research to support your claim.   

Essential Academic Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
argument argumento 

claim - 
cohesion - 
compare comparar 
conclude  concluir 

conclusion conclusión 
contribute  contribuir 
evaluate  evaluar 
evidence evidencia 

formal style - 
objective tone - 

propose  proponer 
reason razón 

relevant relevante 
solution  solución 
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W.6.1 (cont.) 
Text Types and 

Purposes 

 

“Arguments are used for many purposes—to change the reader’s point of view, to bring about 
some action on the reader’s part, or to ask the reader to accept the writer’s explanation or 
evaluation of a concept, issue, or problem. An argument is a reasoned, logical way of 
demonstrating that the writer’s position, belief, or conclusion is valid. In English language arts, 
students make claims about the worth or meaning of a literary work or works. They defend 
their interpretations or judgments with evidence from the text(s) they are writing about.” 

National Governors Association Center for Best Practices & Council of Chief State School 
Officers (2010, p. 23). 

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

  

Write arguments to support your position on an issue or topic with clear reasons and related 
evidence. 

 • Have you made a convincing claim that is backed it up with solid reasons and evidence? 
o How clearly do you introduce your claim(s)?  
o What clear reasons and logical evidence do you provide to support your claim? 
o Do you present your reasons and evidence in a logical order? 
o Did you create cohesion and clarify relationships among the claims, reasons and 

evidence? 
o Does the conclusion support your argument?  
o Have you established and maintained a formal style and objective tone? 
o Have you used correct standard English? 
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W.6.2 
Text Types and 

Purposes 

 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 

 

TDQs to write informative/explanatory texts to  
examine a topic and clearly convey ideas, 
concepts, and information:  

A. After reading and viewing the three/four 
sources, write an essay in which you define 
_____ and explain _____. Support your 
discussion with relevant evidence and specific 
examples from the sources. 

B. Write an essay in which you describe _____. 
Cite clear and accurate examples and facts 
from the text that support your description. 

C. Write an essay in which you explain _____. 
Support your explanation with details, ideas, 
and quotes from all three texts. 

D. Write an essay in which you analyze _____, 
providing clear and accurate evidence from the 
text to clarify your analysis. 

E. Write an essay in which you compare and 
contrast _____ and _____. Support your 
discussion with textual details from both texts. 

F. After reading _____, explain the author’s 
argument. Include concepts and connections 
from the text. 

G. After researching _____, the journalism club 
advisor has asked you to write an explanatory 
article explaining your findings for the next 
issue of the school newspaper. The audience 
for your article includes students, teachers, and 
parents. Cite evidence from your sources to 
support your article. 

  

Essential Academic Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
accurate  - 
analysis análisis 
analyze analizar 

argument argumento 
cite  citar 

clarify clarificar 
compare  comparar 
concept concepto 

connection  conexión 
content contento 
contrast  contraste 
convey - 
define  definir 

description  descripción 
detail  detalle 
essay  ensayo 

evidence  evidencia 
examine  examinar 
explain - 

formal style  - 
inform informar 

organization organización 
quote  relevante 

relevant relevante 
research  - 
selection selección 

source  - 
topic - 
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W.6.2 (cont.) 
Text Types and 

Purposes 

 

“Informational/explanatory writing conveys information accurately. This kind of writing serves 
one or more closely related purposes: to increase readers’ knowledge of a subject, to help 
readers better understand a procedure or process, or to provide readers with an enhanced 
comprehension of a concept... To produce this kind of writing, students draw from what they 
already know and from primary and secondary sources. With practice, students become 
better able to develop a controlling idea and a coherent focus on a topic and more skilled at 
selecting and incorporating relevant examples, facts, and details into their writing. They are 
also able to use a variety of techniques to convey information, such as naming, defining, 
describing, or differentiating different types or parts; comparing or contrasting ideas or 
concepts; and citing an anecdote or a scenario to illustrate a point.” 

National Governors Association Center for Best Practices & Council of Chief State School 
Officers (2010, pp. 23-24). 

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

  

Write essays to inform the reader about or explain complex ideas. 

 • How clearly and accurately have you informed your reader or explained your idea(s)? 
o What is your topic? 
o How well have you introduced your controlling idea? 
o What relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and/or examples did 

you include? 
o Have you used transitions to clarify relationships among ideas or concepts? 
o Have you established and maintained a formal style? 
o Have you used correct standard English? 
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W.6.3 
Text Types and 

Purposes 

 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

 

TDQs to write narratives to develop real or  
imagined experiences or events:  

 After reading the text and watching the video A.
about _____ (place, event, person), write a 
realistic fiction story about _____. Use 
dialogue, description, and pacing to develop 
the experience. 

 After researching _____, write a fictional B.
narrative about _____ (visiting Washington, DC, 
meeting historical figure, experiencing a 
scientific discovery). Use dialogue, description, 
and pacing to develop the experience.  

 After reading the texts about _____ (historic C.
figure), write a brief biography about the 
events that _____. Use dialogue and 
description to show how _____ responded to 
_____ (other people, event, situation). 

 What was it like to live _____ (time period, D.
location, during an important event)? Write a 
short realistic narrative as if you were there for 
a day. Use facts and sensory details from the 
text and video to convince the reader you were 
actually there. 

 After reading the first few sentences of this E.
unfinished story, continue writing the narrative. 
Include meaningful dialogue and description to 
tell what happens next. 

 After reading these paragraphs about _____ F.
(topic), write an introduction to the narrative that orients the reader to the events, provides 
context, and introduces the narrator/characters.  

 Your school writing club is creating an online magazine that is a collection of fictional stories G.
about _____ (“The Great Outdoors”, “Living Unplugged”). After reading the articles and viewing 
the video, write a story that is several paragraphs long to include in the online magazine. Use 
dialogue, description, and pacing to develop the experience.   

Essential Vocabulary 

Academic Language Spanish Cognate 
biography  - 

context  contexto 
convey - 

descriptive  - 
detail detalle 

develop - 
dialogue  diálogo 
discovery  descubrimiento 
effective efectivo 

experience experiencia 
fiction ficción 

historical  histórico 
introduce  introducir 
narrative - 
narrator  - 

orient oriente 
pace  - 

relevant relevante 
respond  responder 
scientific  científico 
sensory  - 

sequence sequencia 
technique técnica 
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W.6.3 (cont.) 
Text Types and 

Purposes 

 

“Narrative writing conveys experience, either real or imaginary, and uses time as its deep 
structure. It can be used for many purposes, such as to inform, instruct, persuade, or 
entertain. In English language arts, students produce narratives that take the form of creative 
fictional stories, memoirs, anecdotes, and autobiographies. Over time, they learn to provide 
visual details of scenes, objects, or people; to depict specific actions (for example, movements, 
gestures, postures, and expressions); to use dialogue and interior monologue that provide 
insight into the narrator’s and characters’ personalities and motives; and to manipulate pace 
to highlight the significance of events and create tension and suspense.” 

National Governors Association Center for Best Practices & Council of Chief State School 
Officers (2010, p. 23).

Prompts for Student Self-Monitoring 

Write stories that tell about real or imagined experiences, events, and/or characters. 

 • Have you used relevant descriptive phrases and sensory language to convey an experience, 
event, and/or characters? 

o Did you engage the reader by establishing a point of view, and introducing the 
narrator and characters? 

o Is there a natural and logical flow of your events?  
o Did you use techniques such as dialogue, description, pacing, and reflection to 

effectively develop the experience, event, and/or characters? 
o Have you used transitions to connect and organize your ideas from the introduction 

to the concluding statement or section? 
o Have you used correct standard English? 
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